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New petition launched to save 
No.7 Bruce Grove 

Tottenham Civic Society has launched a new 
petition calling on the owners of 7 Bruce Grove 
to restore the famous building urgently. 

7 Bruce Grove (pictured from the rear, below) 
is one half of a pair of symmetrical villas, 
constructed in the late 18th or early 19th century 
and part of a consecutive group (1-16) in Bruce 
Castle conservation area. In the 19th century the 
house was owned and occupied by Luke Howard 
and other family members. In 1899 it was a 
Home for Missionaries.

In 1919, No. 7 was bought by Tottenham Trades 
Union and Labour Club and used as offices and 
for meetings. They constructed the Rear Hall 
and in 1937 the front projecting wing. They also 
bought No. 8 and they still occupy the ground 
floor of this building (the frontage sign reads 

Tottenham Trades Hall), whilst the upper floors of 
No. 8 are flats.

In 1974, No. 7 was listed Grade II by English 
Heritage. Change of use to residential and a 
nursery was granted in the 1980s. In the 1980s 
and 90s the Rear Hall was used as the Shady 
Grove Club and Restaurant.

In 2002 an English Heritage Blue plaque which 
reads “Luke Howard Namer of Clouds Lived 
Here 1772-1864” was installed to the front 
elevation. The dates refer to his whole lifespan, 
though it is unclear exactly when he lived at 
7 Bruce Grove (indeed, he may have lived at 
neighbouring properties at other times). 

7 Bruce Grove is on the English Heritage “At 
Risk” Register. The building has been vacant 
since 2005 with partial collapses and fires. In 
2007 the council served urgent works notices 
because of the state of the building. In 2010 
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restoration plans (with housing at rear) were 
agreed for No. 8 Bruce Grove and these plans 
subsequently went ahead. 

In 2011 Philip Bailey, an architect, gave a 
presentation to Tottenham Conservation Area 
Advisory Committee (CAAC) on proposals for the 
restoration of No. 7 Bruce Grove. These were 
welcomed.

In 2012 planning applications were submitted  
(HGY/2012/0563 and 0564 Listed building 
consent for conversion of Grade II listed building 
to provide 9 residential units and 4 new build 
flats to rear). The proposal involved knocking 
down the front projecting wing, which involved 
some debate because it was often mistaken for a 
much earlier extension. However its removal will 
return the terrace to its original line and will make 
Bruce Grove appear more coherent. 

The Design and Access statement (especially 
page 9 picture of what restored terrace would 
look like) and the Heritage Statement can be 
seen at: http://www.planningservices.haringey.
gov.uk/portal/servlets/AttachmentShowServlet?I
mageName=442912 

These restoration proposals were welcomed by 
Tottenham Civic Society (TCS), Tottenham CAAC 
and other groups and planning permission was 
granted by planning committee in July 2013.

In February 2014 the CAAC wrote to Councillor 
Strickland, lead member for Housing and 
Regeneration, about the state of No. 7 and 
the fact that the restoration work had not 
commenced. He replied, “I absolutely agree in 
terms of the state of this building and the need 
to get it sorted.” In April the CAAC wrote to him 
again asking if any progress had been made.

In April 2014 Tottenham Clouds was set up. In 
summer 2014, as a result of council planning 
enforcement action, new front and window 
hoardings were erected and the building tidied 
up. TCS contacted Red Wing, the developers, to 
ask when restoration would be going ahead. TCS 
launched a petition calling for restoration of the 
building.

In September 2014 a revised planning 
application was submitted for a glass/metal 
box extension: HGY/2014/2276 Listed building 
consent for variation to HGY/2012/0563 to 
allow the construction of an additional floor of 
accommodation above the existing side annexe. 
English Heritage objected to this application and 
it was subsequently withdrawn. 

The future of this, Tottenham’s only building 
with an English Heritage Blue Plaque, remains 
uncertain. Please sign the petition at: https://
you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-7-bruce-
grove-tottenham                  

              
  Joyce Rosser 

Luke Howard: 
family, 
friends and 
neighbours 

On 30th November a 
walk took place visiting 
local sites of historic 
interest associated 
with Luke Howard, the 
‘Namer of Clouds’. 
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The walk focused on Luke Howard and how 
Tottenham, then a rural village, would have 
looked to him and his contemporaries. Starting at 
Bruce Castle and All Hallows church, which have 
hardly altered since his time, we walked down 
‘The Grove’, then a tree lined avenue surrounded 
by fields and orchards with the only buildings 
being 1-16 and the now lost Elmhurst Villa. 

We stood outside Brook Street Chapel, which the 
Howards helped to establish when they broke 
away from the Quakers, and saw on the 1864 
map the alms houses and schools which existed 
on the High Road at that time. Photographs, 
paintings and the remaining late 18th Century 
and early 19th Century villas gave us an idea of 
how Tottenham Green would have appeared. 

We ended the walk with a visit to Holy Trinity 
church, having heard about other notable figures, 
including JMW Turner and John Constable’s visits 
to Tottenham; Priscilla Wakefield, the Quaker 
who founded the first ‘Frugality Bank’, and who 
was the first woman to critique Adam Smith’s 
arguments; and Rowland Hill, the progressive 
headmaster and postal reformer. 

The walk also visited the three places where 
Luke Howard is known to have lived, including 7 
Bruce Grove.  
         Margaret Burr

Tottenham Clouds: www.tottenhamclouds.org.uk

No.5 Bruce Grove 

A planning application was submitted this year 
for 5 Bruce Grove. The application was to build 
houses in the back garden and convert most 
of the main building to flats. In order to access 
the garden, it would be necessary to demolish 
the late 19th/early 20th C extension at the side 
and rear. TCS as well as Tottenham CAAC and 
a large number of individuals objected,  on the 
grounds that the development was too dense for 
the small site, and also that it incorporated too 
many parking spaces. However, it has now been 
given planning permission. You can see the full 
planning application on the Council’s website at 
HGY/2014/1042. 

Walter Tull

In October, a ‘blue plaque’ celebrating the life 
of a Spurs footballer and war hero was unveiled 

near White Hart Lane.

The sign marks the site 
of a house where Tull 
lived in 1909-1910.

Veterans Garry Stewart, 
Donald Campbell and 
Tony Wentley-Martin 
each spoke about Mr 
Tull’s role as an officer 
during the First World 
War. The unveiling 
ceremony was 

organised by the Nubian Jak Community Trust in 
partnership with the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
the Professional Footballers’ Association.

Wikipedia summarises his life as follows: 

Walter Daniel John Tull (28 April 1888 – 25 March 
1918) was an English professional footballer 
who played as an inside forward for Tottenham 
Hotspur and Northampton Town. He was the 
second person of Afro-Caribbean/mixed heritage 
to play in the top division of the Football League, 
the first Afro-Caribbean/mixed heritage outfield 
player in the top division of English football, 
and the first to be commissioned as an infantry 
officer in the British Army. His professional 
football career began after he was spotted while 
playing for his local amateur club, Clapton F.C.. 

He began playing for Clapton in 1908 and within 
a few months he had won winners’ medals in 
the FA Amateur Cup, London County Amateur 
Cup and London Senior Cup. In March 1909 the 
Football Star called him “the catch of the season”.
Tull was brought up in a National Children’s Home 
orphanage in Bethnal Green, London, along with 
his brother, following the death of their parents. 
He joined Tottenham in 1909, and transferred to 
Northampton Town in 1911, where he made 111 
first-team appearances.

During the First World War, Tull served in 
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the Footballers’ Battalion of the Middlesex 
Regiment, and fought in the Battle of the 
Somme in 1916. He was commissioned as a 
Second Lieutenant on 30 May 1917 despite 
the 1914 Manual of Military Law specifically 
excluding “Negroes”/”Mulattos” from exercising 
command as officers. Tull fought in Italy in 
1917–18, and was mentioned in dispatches 
for “gallantry and coolness” while leading his 
company of 26 men on a raiding party into 
enemy territory. He returned to France in 1918, 
and was killed in action on 25 March during the 
Spring Offensive; his body was never recovered.

Campaigners have called for a statue to be 
erected in his honour, and Northampton South 
MP Brian Binley has campaigned for Tull to be 
posthumously awarded the Military Cross.

Shop fronts on West Green 

Three shop fronts in West Green Road recently 
received a complete overhaul as part of an 
initiative to improve the streetscape and inspire 
others to improve their frontages. 

The shop fronts of Portuguese restaurant Bom 
Pecado, property agents ABBA and Uncle 
John’s Bakery on West Green Road have been 
re-designed after traders worked with local arts 
group Make-Room, Tom Ebdon Architects and 
design firm Mountain.

The facelifts are part of a £100,000 project, 

funded by the Greater London Authority, to 
improve the appearance of the street’s public 
spaces to make it more welcoming for residents 
and visitors, and follow close consultation last 
year.

Designers organised work experience for six 
construction students from the College of 
Haringey, Enfield and North East London to help 
with site preparation, painting and tiling, while 
joinery students built and decorated the window 
dressing at ABBA.

Tottenham’s commercial streets suffer from a lot 
of very poor shop fronts. Often, residents and 
visitors only see the shop front, and do not look 
up to see the character and quality of the building 
above it. 

In my view, this contributes to the desire in some 
quarters to pull buildings down, for example 
the parade of mid-Victorian shops opposite 
the new Spurs’ stadium. The buildings, dating 
from around the 1850s, could be sensitively 
restored, with new shopfronts and windows. 
They are typical of the kind of modest terraced 
commercial buildings seen across London, from 
Hammersmith to Hackney. 

TCS members have also argued that the Council 
needs to use greater powers of persuasion to 
encourage shop keepers and property owners 
to follow its own design guides for shop fronts 
in areas like Tottenham High Road. For example, 
the use of perforated shutters rather than solid 
shutters. 

Solid shutters render streets at night time 
closed, dark and forbidding, in comparison to the 
perforated shutters that allow greater light onto 
the street – either reflected or internal light. 
Therefore it was somewhat ironic that John 
McAslan and Partners’ new premises on 
Tottenham High Road have heavy duty solid 
metal shutters. While we can appreciate that 
operators want to keep their premises as 
secure as possible, surely in this case the 
perforated shutters would have been much more 
appropriate? 
       Matthew Bradby 
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William Butterfield Anniversary 

On 7 September, an event was held at All 
Hallows Church, Tottenham, to celebrate 
the 200th anniversary of the birth of William 
Butterfield, who restored and altered the 
medieval building in the 19th century. A 
presentation was given by Dr Geoff Brandwood, 
former Chair of the Victorian Society, and 
Butterfield’s newly restored tomb was unveiled. 

William Butterfield was born in London in 1814, 
one of nine children. His parents were strict 
non-conformists who ran a chemist’s shop in the 
Strand. At the age of 16, he was apprenticed to 
Thomas Arber, a builder in Pimlico and in 1833 he 
went on to study architecture. He established his 
own architectural practice at Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
in 1840.

From 1842 Butterfield was involved with 
the Cambridge Camden Society, later The 
Ecclesiological Society. He also drew religious 
inspiration from the Oxford Movement and was 
very ‘high church’ despite his non-conformist 
upbringing. He is famed as a Gothic revival 
architect, and as such he reinterpreted the 
original Gothic style in Victorian terms. 

Butterfield’s church of All Saints, Margaret Street, 
London, was, in the view of Henry-Russell 
Hitchcock, the building that initiated the High 
Victorian Gothic era. It was designed in 1850, 
completed externally by 1853 and consecrated 
in 1859. Flanked by a clergy house and school, 
it was intended as a “model” church by its 
sponsors, the Ecclesiological Society. The church 
was built of red-brick, a material long out of use 
in London, patterned with bands of black brick, 
the first use of polychrome brick in the city, with 
bands of stone on the spire. The interior was 
even more richly decorated, with marble and tile 
marquetry. 

In 1849, just before Butterfield designed the 
church, John Ruskin had published his Seven 
Lamps of Architecture, in which he had urged the 
study of Italian Gothic and the use of polychromy. 
Many contemporaries perceived All Saints’ as 
Italian in character, though in fact it combines 

fourteenth century English details, with a 
German-style spire. 

At Oxford, Butterfield designed Keble College, in 
a style radically divergent from the University’s 
existing traditions of Gothic architecture, its 
walls boldly striped with various colours of brick. 
Intended for clerical students, it was largely built 
in 1868–70, on a fairly domestic scale, with a 
more monumental chapel of 1873–6.

Butterfield’s work at Tottenham took place in 
1875, and involved demolishing various parts 
of the church added during previous centuries, 
replacing them with a new chancel, transepts, 
and vestries to the east; the work was carried 
out in a Geometrical style but in materials similar 
to those of the porch (red brick with stone 
dressings), which dates from around 1500.
Butterfield received the RIBA Gold Medal in 
1884. He died in London in 1900, and was buried 
in a simple Gothic tomb in Tottenham cemetery. 
The grave can be seen from the public path 
through the cemetery, close to the gate from 
Tottenham churchyard. There is a blue plaque on 
his house in Bedford Square, London.

PHOTOGRAPHS OVERLEAF

Lordship Lane (p.6)
The pictures show the newly-restored 1920s neo-
classical homes on Lordship Lane. They form part 
of the Tower Gardens Conservation Area. As part 
of the Decent Homes programme, Homes for 
Haringey has replaced all the doors and windows 
in original style, and repainted the render and 
repointed the chimneys. They have also cut the 
hedges to a uniform height, which shows these 
model homes off to much better advantage. 

700-702 High Road - Before and After (p.7) 
These remarkable pictures show the recent 
transformation of this site. Below are the derelict 
fire damaged buildings demolished to make 
way for the new parade, shown above. The new 
building has been built to match the upper storey 
of number 704 to the left, above Glickman’s 
Ironmongers, in grand mid-Victorian style. We 
think it is a striking addition to the High Road that 
ought to inspire other developers. 
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It was also poignant to discover that a lot of 
the monies that were collected towards the 
cost of the memorial were donated by the 
local residents of West Green. The amounts 
were often quite small but, at a time when the 
population were recovering from the aftermath 
of the war and suffering both emotional and 
financial hardships of their own, it was very 
moving to see how the residents rallied around 
to remember their loved ones who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice to King and Country.

EXTRACT FROM TOTTENHAM HERALD 19th 
JULY 1922 

At the unveiling of the memorial by Lord Horne 
he stepped forward and released the flag that 
shrouded the Obelisk and said: “I unveil this 
memorial to the glory of God and in memory of 
the men of West Green and Tottenham who gave 
their lives for King and the country’s cause in the 
Great War.” 

The article later reported on the speech by the 
Chairman of the Memorial Committee – Revd 
Thomas Oswald-Hicks: “He could tell General 
Horne in two sentences, what had been done 
by Tottenham so far as the Great War was 
concerned: its contribution to the Army was 
approximately 35,000 men; he regretted to 
add nearly 2,000 made the supreme sacrifice. 
Tottenham raised more skilled engineering units 
by voluntary enlistment with Lord Kitchener’s 
Army than any other town in Middlesex, and 
was only equalled by great cities as Glasgow and 
Manchester. West Green, he understood, lost no 
less than 460 men, and its example in erecting 
that memorial might be emulated in other 
districts.”

“The concluding portion of the speech was 
made in a heavy downpour of rain and, after 
Lady Horne had handed a handsome wreath 
to his Lordship, who placed it as the base, the 
Rev. T.W Oswald-Hicks formally requested Major 
P.B Malone M.P to accept the custody of the 
memorial on behalf of the District Council. This 
the Major did, and the proceedings hurriedly 
terminated. The buglers sounding the Last 
Post and the Reveille, the general saluting the 

West Green War Memorial 

The war memorial on the ‘West Green’, which 
stands at the junction of West Green Road and 
Philip Lane, has been there for almost a century 
and pays homage to the young men of this 
particular corner of Tottenham who gave their 
lives in the Great War 1914-18. 

Sadly over recent years the memorial appears 
to have been forgotten by the burghers of 
Tottenham and has fallen into a state of disrepair. 
At one time there were regular ceremonies on 
Remembrance Day but these have not taken 
place for several years and now there are 
rarely any poppies laid upon the memorial. We 
therefore decided to conduct a little research on 
the origins of the memorial and hopefully to raise 
more awareness of its significance to the area 
and campaign for its restoration.

There are over 420 names on the memorial 
so we decided to select just a few names at 
random to research and to provide an insight to 
the backgrounds of these young men and where 
they and their extended families once resided in 
Tottenham.

By coincidence one of the first names we 
selected was that of H.L.A. Oswald-Hicks, 
purely because it was an unusual name and 
would hopefully be easy to research. We first 
discovered that his full name was Harley Lionel 
Adrian Oswald–Hicks and he was the son of 
the Reverend Thomas Oswald-Hicks of Linden 
Road, West Green. Our subsequent enquiries 
disclosed that it was his father who had launched 
the campaign to construct a lasting memorial to 
the sons of West Green which was eventually 
dedicated on Sunday 16th July 1922. 

George Sellier from Brunswick Road in West 
Green, was a merchant seaman and one of the 
first men to be killed as a result of Torpedo action 
when his ship S.S Batoum was hit off the coast 
of Southwold in Suffolk. This was within months 
of the commencement of WW1.  There was also 
the sad case of the Bethell family from Derby 
Road, where a mother lost four of her sons in 
the conflict.
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memorial on his departure.”

As already explained, this brief social history 
of just a few of the victims selected randomly 
from the many names on the memorial, merely 
scratches the surface of the suffering and 
hardships experienced by these families of West 
Green. My brother, Ray Swain has recently 
written to the West Green Residents Association 
to seek their support for the restoration and 
future upkeep of the memorial. In his letter he 
makes the following request which hopefully 
captures the feelings of many of today’s 
residents of the area. 

“I would like to form a Memorial Trust where 
money could be held in trust to purchase Poppy 
Wreaths each year to be laid on the West Green 
Memorial along with the Lordship Recreation 
Ground Memorial and the Civilian War Memorial 
in Tottenham cemetery where some West 
Green resident are buried in a mass grave. I fear 
that as the years go by no one will care about 
remembering these poor souls. Furthermore, 
many of the civilian private graves in Tottenham 
cemetery are also neglected due to the fact their 
relatives no longer live in the area. The outcome 
is that these people are largely forgotten which 
is very sad as whole families were killed with no 
one left to pay for a grave, hence the mass grave 
in the cemetery. I only hope that we can do 
enough to make people realise that something 
has to be done now, as we are most probably the 
last generation to recognise and care about the 
sacrifices they made and thus ensure that they 
will always be remembered.” 

There has been a similar appeal by the ‘Friends 
of Downhills Park’ who are also concerned about 
the forgotten memorial in West Green.

      Alan Swain 

Land Between Ermine Road and 
Plevna Crescent 

Haringey Friends of Parks has created a petition 
“Save Ermine Road and Plevna Crescent open 
spaces in Tottenham” to supplement the Friends 

of the Earth paper petition. 

The petition has nearly reached its target of 2000 
signatures online, and has 160 more signatures 
on paper. If you have not signed already, the link 
is: https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-
ermine-road-and-plevna-crescent-open-spaces-in-
tottenham 

Tottenham and Wood Green Friends of the 
Earth write: “On Monday 24th November we 
presented a deputation to the Full Council 
Meeting to ask the council to support a better 
future for these open spaces. We handed in our 
petition containing 2100+ signatures.

“Our deputation called on the Council to oppose 
the developer’s appeal, and to protect and 
improve these sites for the benefit of both local 
residents and the wildlife there. Specifically 
we asked the council to investigate sources 
of capital funding to secure and enhance the 
sites, followed by ongoing funding for their 
maintenance.

“The Council pledged to work with us to oppose 
the development, but said they couldn’t commit 
to an alternative while the site is privately owned 
and subject to planning appeal. The appeal is now 
scheduled for 16-17 March and we will hand in 
the petition there too.

“We went back to Ermine Road door-to-door on 
29th Nov and go another 40 signatures from the 
most affected residents. Most people are keen 
for an alternative future for the site. We will go to 
Plevna Crescent on Saturday 24th January and 
ask residents to sign. Meet 10.30am in Plevna 
Crescent opposite Eastbourne Road.

“Meanwhile, big news. Transport for London has 
announced the route of Crossrail 2 – and they 
plan to use the Ermine Road space as a work-
site while they build the new station at Seven 
Sisters. This is both bad and good news; the site 
would be damaged and not accessible during 
the works which would last several years. But it 
would block any other development on the site 
– and as actual works wouldn’t start for anything 
up to 10 years, it would give time to develop 



an interim use – and could ensure that the land 
comes back into public use afterwards. The route 
won’t be confirmed until late March – after the 
public inquiry but before we hear the result – and 
won’t affect the Plevna Crescent site so we need 
to continue the fight for that wonderful open 
space.”

The site has the potential to be a really important 
recreational area in the south of Tottenham. It’s 
already richly colonised by wildlife. Friends of 
the Earth have pointed out that the site could 
be treated in the same way as the Gunnersbury 
Triangle. More information about this small 
but thriving nature reserve is here: http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunnersbury_Triangle 

For latest news see 
www.foe.co.uk/tottenhamwoodgreen . 

Crossovers 

TCS is part of the informal ‘Crossovers Group’ 
organised by Haringey activist Colin Marr. Colin 
has recently shared his model letter of objection 
to the construction of new vehicle crossovers to 
private houses. We reproduce part of it below. 
You may find it useful if you wish to object to a 
new crossover. 

“This objection is made on behalf of the 
‘Crossover Group’, a group of cross-Haringey 
residents who are concerned about the 
proliferation of crossovers, the loss of front 
gardens and front walls with associated damage 
to the environment and street-scene – all to the 
disadvantage of residents generally.

The proposal is in conflict with Council policy on 
parking in front gardens (Policy SPG1b – Updated 
2008). The Council’s new Local Development 
Framework will continue to assert the principles 
of SPG1b – the key one being: “Parking in front 
gardens is generally unacceptable and will not 
normally receive planning permission”.  It is 
incumbent on planning officers to uphold this 
principle although it seems frequently to be 
overlooked.

The formation of the vehicle crossover would 
result in the loss of an on-road parking space, 
which in reality would give no net increase in 
parking provision. In effect it is a land-grab for the 
private appropriation of part of the road space 
that is currently a community asset.

Other nearby crossovers are not valid precedents 
– they all either pre-date the Council’s current 
policy and guidelines, or were constructed 
unlawfully. In fact, their close proximity counts 
against this proposal because of the additional 
hazard to pedestrians and other road users from 
vehicles manoeuvring across the public footway 
to gain access to the road. This location is very 
close to a junction and a crossover here with 
vehicles reversing over the footway would be 
additionally hazardous.

A crossover at the proposed site would be a 
conflict with a street tree and a lighting column, 
which are close to the proposed crossover.
The front boundary wall/hedge of this site is a 
particularly attractive original feature and although 
it is not in a conservation area, its loss would be 
to the detriment of other residents (who because 
there are no site notices are probably unaware of 
the proposal) and the wider community. 

The above reasons are sufficient grounds to 
refuse this proposal.”

Extract from Council Policy SPG1b (2008):

Parking in front gardens is generally 
unacceptable and will not normally receive 
planning permission. Where planning permission 
is granted, it will be conditional on approximately 
50% of the area being soft landscaped as 
garden. Parking in front gardens is visually 
intrusive, especially in conservation areas, and 
constitutes a loss of amenity space with parking 
close to windows creating both noise and 
nuisance. It can also prove a safety hazard to 
pedestrians, especially children and older people 
with either physical or sensory disabilities. 
Consideration will be given to the effect of 
parking on traffic flows, pedestrian and cyclist 
safety, and traffic generation.
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Turnpike Art Group

The Turnpike Art Group (TAG) instigates 
environmental improvement and rejuvenation 
of urban space, through innovative art-based 
projects. We work with pre-existing structures 
and materials, as well as introducing new art, 
design and craft solutions. The artwork we place 
arrives through a dialogue with individuals, 
building owners or businesses. We are keen to 
pursue a permission-granted policy.

Our core ethos is about the free art experience, 
breaking down the gallery walls, and introducing 
an eclectic mix of street art interventions. By 
changing the urban landscape, and the lives of 
its residents, through the introduction of visually-
appealing and stimulating art and design, we 
champion heritage, cultural development, and the 
natural world.

TAG formed in 2012, as an offshoot from award-
winning charity Sustran’s DIY Streets Turnpike 
Lane/West Green project - a community-focused 
street redesign programme, which successfully 
united a London community in a dialogue of 
change.

TAG welcome commissions, whatever the scale. 
We have valuable experience in creating public 
art interventions, and have garnered widespread 
appreciation for the artworks that we place in the 
public domain. You can read more, and see some 
of their artworks at:
http://www.turnpikeartgroup.co.uk/2014/09/
artthe-westbury.html 

A Tree for Norma Morris

Norma Morris lived near me in Conway Road but 
I did not know her. In 1985 she met her death 
whilst on duty and I planted a tree in memory in 
our recreation ground.  Unfortunately soon after 
the tree was vandalised.  I did not rush to replace 
it.

It seemed the right time to plant another tree 
when a Friends Group was set up to help care 
for the recreation ground.  I mentioned my 

wish to a committee member Illona when we 
were walking from the bus stop. The committee 
agreed to act and approached the council and, as 
a consequence, on David March’s suggestion, we 
planted a red oak for her. I, and the committee, 
decided to have a plaque on the tree, one just 
indicating that Norma died on duty.  

Social Workers, following the tragic death of baby 
Peter, have been vilified by some of the press.  
The consequence has been Social Workers 
quitting the profession and, moreover, a dearth of 
recruits.  Planting the tree and putting a plaque 
on it is more than an appreciation of a Social 
Worker who died tragically on duty.  It is a tribute 
to all of them who carrying out the stressful and 
the difficult job they do. My grateful thanks go 
to the committee and all the others who have 
helped.
   
               Dr Fred Clark

IN BRIEF 

Fletcher House

Fletcher House, the early 19th Century building 
on the new Spurs site is no more. The Club was 
given permission to demolish it as they have 
entered into the first contracts to build the new 
stadium structure. Meanwhile Warmington 
House, at the southern end of the site, is now 
free of its modern extensions, which have also 
been demolished. This grand listed building 
will be incorporated into the new stadium 
landscaping. 

705-707 High Road 

A planning application has been submitted to 
build five new homes on ‘derelict land’ to the 
rear of these Georgian houses, at the junction 
with Church Road. TCS pointed out in our 
objection that the ‘derelict land’ was actually 
the gardens of the houses, which lie within a 
conservation area. The original boundary wall 
on Church Road is also an important feature. 
We await the decision regarding this planning 
application. 
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JOIN  TCS 

I/we would like to join the Tottenham Civic Society 
(TCS). Annual membership will provide four copies of 
our quarterly newsletter, Civitas, attend meetings and 
events, and support our campaigns to promote high 
quality,  heritage-led regeneration in Tottenham. 

I/we enclose a cheque for the following amount: 

£5 unwaged

£10 individuals 

£7.50 per person - two or more people in the same 
household

£15 for organisations with under 100 members

£20 for organisations with over 100 members 

Name...........................................................................

Organisation................................................................

Address.......................................................................

....................................................................................

Tel...............................................................................

Email...........................................................................

Do you want to join the TCS Yahoogroup?

Yes    No

Would you prefer to receive your copy of Civitas by 

Post   Email

Please make cheques payable to Tottenham Civic 
Society and post to: TCS, 61 Durban Road, Tottenham, 
London N17 8ED.

CONTACTS

Chair: Matthew Bradby

Vice-Chair: Alison Armour

Secretary: Joseph Nicholas

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: Ann Robertson

Committee members: 

David Allen 
Jean-Jacques Best
Rowan Kumar
Joyce Rosser

 
Membership enquiries:

61 Durban Road, Tottenham, N17 8ED

Phone: 020 8801 9654  Email: robbotwix@aol.com

TCS website:
www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org.uk

Newsletter Editor
Matthew Bradby
mattbradby@hotmail.com 

Events Organiser:
Joyce Rosser, jrosser@lineone.net
020 8347 7684

TCS email network:
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/TottenhamCS/ 
To join this network, you need to follow the 
registration process and your membership will be 
confirmed by the group moderator. It’s a great way to 
find out what’s going on locally. 

TCS is affiliated to Civic Voice, the national charity that 
represents local civic and amenity societies. Visit their 
website at: 
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/ 

We are also affiliated to the London Forum of 
Amenity and Civic Societies - visit their website at: 
http://www.londonforum.org.uk/


