www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org
clear it entirely of the existing buildings, including the
Tottenham and Edmonton Dispensary, the Red
House, and Warmington House. They and their
advisers have argued that this is the only realistic
option from a planning point of view. We believe
otherwise, and we're supported in this by national
charity SAVE Britain's Heritage. They have
commissioned an architect, Huw Thomas, to show
how the threatened buildings along the High Road
SPURS
could be retained and restored and incorporated into
Matthew Bradby
the scheme. We think this is a far more realistic and
sustainable option. The SAVE plan would still allow
The Tottenham Hotspur FC planning application,
for the creation of a public space, but one that would
which some of us had decided we would not see this be shielded from the traffic of the A10 making it
side of Christmas, has now been submitted to
safer, quieter, and more usable by the public.
Haringey Council. It contains no surprises and is
little different from the outline proposals that were
The SAVE vision would also retain Bill Nicholson
displayed to the public earlier in the year. It may
Way on the east-west axis facing St Francis' Church
seem like another case of a developer simply going on the opposite side of the High Road. The western
through the motions of consultation and then just
side of the High Road seems to have been forgotten
proceeding with the original plan, having made up
to a large extent in these discussions. At present
their minds long ago.
much of it is long-neglected and scruffy, but it will
still be there if and when these proposals go ahead,
That might be overly cynical and we acknowledge
and should be incorporated into the overall plan.
that the stadium proposals have a lot of support and
many people are delighted that the Club is planning The applicants have also argued that they need to
to remain in Tottenham when it could have moved
demolish the southern group of buildings in order to
elsewhere. It's important to remember that the
give safe and easy egress from the stadium. If that is
Society is not against the new stadium. The Club
the case, then why have they proposed a public
has been in Tottenham more than 100 years and is
square that has complex curving steps, partly
an important part of our heritage; it helps put
covered in Astroturf, and trees,
Tottenham on the map and should serve as a
beacon for sustainable regeneration. You may ask
Cont. on Page 2
why this has not happened already, but now is the
time. But we only have one chance to get it right.

Welcome to the last issue of ‘CIVITAS’ for
2009 and huge thanks go to all those who
have contributed, without you all we would
have no newsletter.
Please keep sending in your articles,
suggestions, ideas and photos of events.

There is a general consensus among members of
the Society, developed at meetings and in
discussions, that the loss of the heritage buildings at
the southern end of the site is unacceptable. Not
only unacceptable, but unnecessary. Despite its
size, the new stadium will be further from these
buildings than the existing one is, so the 'footprint' of
the building is not an issue. Of the historically
valuable High Road buildings, only Fletcher House
falls within the footprint of the new stadium, and we
are not holding out forlorn hopes for this building.

Season’s Greetings
Wishing you all a
Merry Christmas
and a happy and
healthy New Year.

What the Club wants to do is to create a new open
space at the south-western corner of the site and to
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llighted poles and an ice rink in the middle? It looks
like an obstacle course worthy of 70s game show
'It's a Knockout'. Perhaps this is to slow fans down
before they run onto the High Road into the path of
traffic? The applicants admit, 'the High Road is a
relatively busy street and there is a desire to block
out sound' as an explanation for their use of 3 metre
high contours. We'd suggest this will not be effective.
We'd suggest as an alternative that they use the
historic buildings along the High Road as the
nucleus for their plans in the south-west corner, and
create something more dynamic and dramatic that
juxtaposes and contrasts old and new.
It's not just about architectural interest and drama
though; it's also about sustainable economic
regeneration. At the development control meeting on
3 December, the view was expressed that there are
many local organisations that would be interested in
using buildings such as Warmington House for office
and other premises. This nationally listed building,
dating from 1828, former home of engine designer
JA Prestwich, could provide premises and support
jobs for a range of organisations and businesses
that want to be close to the Club. Surely this is the
most sustainable form of regeneration for the area?
We are also concerned by the size and appearance
of the blocks of flats proposed for the southern part
of the site behind the new hotel. If you are familiar
with the newer blocks erected near the Thames in
Vauxhall, they will remind you of those. They seem
to have little connection with the other domestic
architecture in Tottenham and they will have a major
impact on the High Road Historic Corridor. Even
CABE, the Council for Architecture and the Built
Environment, has raised concerns about how the
ancillary buildings (hotel, supermarket and flats)
relate to the stadium.
There are some good points of course, but fewer
than we'd hoped. Cycle parking is proposed. The
wrought iron gates on Bill Nicholson Way will be
saved and retained, somewhere. Dial House and
everything to the north of it is not under threat, but
we had hoped that the application would include
proposals to restore dilapidated Northumberland
Terrace - it doesn't. Not yet. Unless Northumberland
Terrace is restored, the setting of the new stadium
will be quite compromised for visitors as they arrive
from the north.
The Society will therefore object to certain specific
aspects of the proposals, principally the demolition
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of historic buildings in the south of the site. We
believe that the application should be called in by the
Secretary of State, and will be calling on English
Heritage to support us.
There are also nagging concerns about additional
traffic and parking in the area, despite all the
assurances about public transport, the area is going
to get much busier. Watch this space!

Have Your Say on the Spurs Plans
Hard copies of all submitted documentation and
plans can be viewed at the following locations:
• Haringey Council, 639 High Road, N17 8BD
• Wood Green Central Library, High Road, N22
• Coombes Croft Library, 782 High Road, N17
• Marcus Garvey Library, Tottenham Green Centre,
1 Philip Lane, N15
Plans can also be viewed at:
Planning & Regeneration
639 High Road
Tottenham
London
N17 8BD
Tel: 0208 489 1000
Details of Spurs planning application and facility for
commenting:
http://www.planningservices.haringey.gov.uk/portal/
servlets/ApplicationSearchServlet?PKID=206589
Email: planningcustomercare@haringey.gov.uk
Details of how SAVE envisage the High Road could
look:
http://www.savebritainsheritage.org/news/
article.php?id=50
Plans displayed on the Spurs website:
http://www.tottenhamhotspur.com/futureplans/
scheme/masterplan.html
If you have any questions or queries about the
scheme you can also contact the Spurs own
Northumberland Development Project Team at:
Northumberland Development Project
Tottenham Hotspur
Freepost NAT7219
London
N17 0BR
Phone: 0800 688 8808
(Calls free from landlines, mobile rates will vary)
Email: futureplans@tottenhamhotspur.com

TCS MEMBERS GENERAL MEETING,
4 OCTOBER 2009
Two guest speakers addressed the meeting -Quentin Given of THRASH (Tottenham Hale
Residents Against Skyscraper Housing) on the
developments at Tottenham Hale, and David
Cottridge of the Friends of Tottenham Marshes on
the history, flora and fauna of Haringey's
largest area of green open space.
The present Tottenham Hale proposals, Quentin
said, are based on a masterplan adopted in 2006.
The core is Hale Village, the former GLS site,
projected to have several tall buildings -- a hotel,
offices, shops, a school, a GP surgery and 1200
flats. However, the recession has meant that only
the student accommodation block next to the station
has been constructed. The plans are now being
revised to increase the quantity of social housing.
The Tottenham Hale redevelopment also includes
Hale Wharf and Down Lane Park. The original
plans for Hale Wharf, the strip of land next to The
Lock restaurant, were for 14-storey blocks to be
imposed without consultation with local residents;
these had been withdrawn, but here again the
recession has led to a hiatus. Down Lane Park is
currently the subject of a very contentious
consultation by the council, which wants to use the
relocation of the Ashley Road recycling centre to
Marsh Lane to justify building over part of the park
rather than address Tottenham's deficiency of open
space by extending the park to include the vacated
land.

TCS EVENTS PROGRAMME
Drapers’ Company
Date: Monday 11th January 2010
Tour leader: Penny Fussell, Drapers’ Company
Archivist
From its origins as a medieval guild, the Drapers’
Company, ranked third in precedence of the Great
Twelve Livery Companies of the City of London,
today has wide ranging interests and responsibilities
including administering charitable trusts relating to
the relief of need, education and almshouses. This
tour of the Drapers’ Hall (about two hours) will cover
the history of the organisation and describe its
buildings in Tottenham – the Drapers’ College (later
Tottenham High School for Girls, now flats) and the
Drapers’ Almshouses in Bruce Grove.
Meet: 11.00am at the Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton
Street. Nearest tube is Bank.
Pre-booking and a £5 donation to the Drapers’
Company charitable fund required for this visit.
Send cheque made out to Tottenham Civic Society
to TCS Events Organiser, 46 Redston Road,
Hornsey, N8 7HJ.

Big thanks go to Joyce Rosser for putting together
our splendid Events Programme during the past
year. Details of 2010’s events will appear in the next
issue of ‘CIVITAS’ and on our website:
www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org
The 2010 programme is likely to include walks
around “Tottenham’s Historic Heart”, Tower Garden
conservation area, Tottenham High Road and Green
Lanes; visits to the Brook Street Chapel and other
places of worship; a tour of the restored buildings in
The final piece of the Tottenham Hale jigsaw is the
the Bruce Grove section of the High Road; the
return of the gyratory to two-lane working. However, opening of the restored Markfield Park with the
this work will not begin until after the 2012 Olympics. opportunity to see the historic Beam Engine in
steam; and much more.
David Cottridge described the work that the Friends
of Tottenham Marshes has been undertaking with
the council, the Lea Valley Park Authority and British
SEED SWAP SUNDAY
Waterways to help protect wildlife and promote the
space for community use. This includes wildlife
Interested in gardening? Haringey’s second Seed
surveys, constructing boxes for birds and bats,
Swap Day will be held at Bruce Castle Museum at
sowing plants to attract birds and invertebrates,
2 - 4pm on Sunday February 7th. Entrance is
and laying woodchip pathways in the woodland
free. Bring seeds to swap or give away and meet
area. FoTM also runs a programme of social
other gardeners. Bring any unwanted gardening
events and talks at the Waterside Centre, and hopes books, magazines, useable tools and clean plant
to use the Centre as a gallery and
pots.
exhibition centre.
The event is organised by Sustainable Haringey
Our thanks got to Quentin Given and David
Food Group and Seven Sisters Permaculture
Cottridge for their enlightening and interesting talks.
supported by Haringey Council.
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being in progress the group examined the decorative
foyer. Now 101-years-old the structure of the
building has not been altered because of its Grade II
Sophie is a post-graduate journalist student at News listed status.
Associates and joined the TCS led Open House walk
in September. The walk led to her writing this article
for her course.

2009 TCS OPEN HOUSE WALK
Sophie Flowers

TCS led its second London Open House walk on
Sunday 20th September. Walk leaders Matthew
Bradbury and Stuart Chapman were joined by nearly
50 people enjoyed the September sun and buildings
at Tottenham Green and along the High Road.
The walk revived the wartime memories for the
daughter of one of Tottenham’s famous Seven
Sisters. Barbara Tingey, 73, told how she was
targeted by German bombers with machine guns in
front of Tottenham Library during a Second World
War air raid.
Standing outside the old Tottenham library where the
attack happened, Mrs Tingey said: “I remember it as
though it was yesterday although I was only four at
the time. Tottenham was bombed a lot during the war
which is why there is a mix of different buildings.”
She added: “The main difference is that there wasn’t
all this traffic then. I used to walk to school on my own
when I was six with my gas mask over my shoulder.”

The group admiring the former High Cross Girls
Grammar School

Other buildings visited included the old Tottenham
Town Hall, the Bernie Grant Art Centre, the former
Jewish and Prince of Wales Hospitals, Windsor
Parade before ending at Scotland Green.

German-born Elizabet Canal, resident of south east
London for 48 years, said: “I have always been
interested in the historical buildings in Tottenham.
When I saw the walk advertised I had to come along
Mrs Tingey attended the walk with her daughter to find out more about the background of the
Sharon West, whose own daughter attends the same buildings.”
school where her great-grandfather used to work.
Mrs West said: “We took the opportunity to bring Matthew Bradby said: “We were delighted with the
mum today because of the talks which add context to turnout for the walk. There were a lot of newcomers
and a mix of people from across London, although I
the buildings, along with her own memories.”
think at least half are from Haringey.”
The family have lived in the area for generations and
Mrs Tingey’s mother was one of seven Basten sisters Thank you Sophie for recording your take on the
who planted seven poplar trees in Page Green on Open House Walk and for the photo of the
Grammar School. Good luck with your studies.
31st December 1955. The original Seven Sisters
trees were said to be 500-years-old in 1840 and were
FANCY A SINGSONG?
replanted by seven Hibbert sisters in 1886. The trees
were replanted again in 2005 by seven Afro- Why not join the Tottenham Community Choir and
Caribbean sisters in an effort to make the tradition sing your heart out?
relevant to the area’s multi-cultural community.
The walk took in The Swan public house, a form of Next rehearsal will be at 7.30 – 9.30 on Tuesday
which has existed on the site since 1455. Tottenham 12th Jan, 2010 at:
fisherman Izaak Walton, author of The Compleat Downhills Primary School
Angler (1653), used to drink here before going Philip Lane
fishing, but the pub has closed within the last year Tottenham
because of a shooting incident.
London N15 4AB
Email: choir910@gmail.com
The group even stopped to enter the 1908 Website: http://sites.google.com/site/tottenham/
Tottenham Palace Theatre, a former cinema, which communitychoir/home
is currently an Evangelical church. Despite a service
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across the world as well as performance by children
from the three local schools. Not all the
entertainment was confined to the stage, street
entertainers also roamed up and down Green
The first ever Harringay Green Lanes Food Festival Lanes. Nor was it confined to the formal festival
programme; on Saturday afternoon there was a local
burst upon Green Lanes between St Ann’s Road
and the Harringay Arena Retail Park on the Sunday history walk, led by myself, which proved to be
almost too popular as well over fifty people turned
the 20 September. Although competing with the
claims of London Open House weekend and the Sky up, and in the evening a showing of the film Mamma
Mia proved to be equally popular. On the Sunday
London Bike Ride the one one-hundred stalls that
lined the road were fully booked. Traffic was diverted evening music and entertainment continued in the
Salisbury Hotel.
and Green Lanes, usually so busy, was filled with
people enjoying themselves.
All in all the festival was a great success many
people saying how good it was to see Harringay
being promoted. The Festival looks set to become a
regular feature in the future, but perhaps not on the
same weekend as Open House and the Sky London
Bike Ride.

HARRINGAY GREEN LANES
FOOD FESTIVAL
John Hinshelwood

Thanks for the update, John.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Pedestrianised Green Lanes

The festival was organised by a committee of local
residents associations, the Traders Association and
Haringey Council. It aimed to celebrate the cultural
diversity of Harringay by bringing together as wide a
range of organisations as possible, and the major
theme of food reflected the nature of the shops on
Green Lanes. Apart from the food stalls there were
activities for children and a host of stalls from
community groups providing lots of information.
The programme of events between 11.00 am and
4.00 pm included folk music and dancing from

It is pleasing to report that we are very close to
reaching our target of 100 members for this
membership year, April 2009 to March 2010. We
currently have 94 members so we only need
another six to be successful.
We rely on word of mouth, Civitas, our website
and events and stalls at community fairs and
festivals to attract members which works very
well but we just need that extra push to find
enough to pass that one hundred mark.
Spread the word to everyone you know, please,
and help us to achieve our goal.

TOTTENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY
NEEDS YOU!
The TCS committee is looking for more members! Do you ever wonder about what goes on ‘behind the
scenes’ and how decisions regarding TCS are made? Have you got ideas to suggest? Why not bring
your talents and skills to our committee meetings and get involved? You will be made to feel most
welcome.
Committee meetings are held every other month, are open to all members and last about two hours.
The next committee meetings will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 18th January 2010 and Thursday
11th March 2010 at the: Book House/Kitap Evi Turkish Restaurant , 410 High Road, N17. The venue is
between Bruce Grove railway station and Tottenham Police Station with plenty of buses passing from the
direction of Seven Sisters or from White Hart Lane.
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TOTTENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY’S VISIT TO
ST ANN’S CHURCH
In April this year we were pleased to welcome about
thirty members of the Tottenham Civic Society to St
Ann’s Church, South Tottenham, previously
associated with Stamford Hill and before that with
Hanger Lane.

Augustus Pugin worked together as assistants to Sir
John Barry on the details and decorations of the new
Houses of Parliament. Bury’s watercolour of St
Ann’s Church, Vicarage, and School hangs on the
back wall of the church.

Thomas Talbot Bury’s watercolour

Built in Kentish rag and Bath stone, contemporary
references describe the style as Early English—the
general term of approval among devotees of the
Gothic Revival. The love sick maidens in Gilbert and
A View of St Ann’s Church exterior
It is very much a working church in that it is not only Sullivan’s ‘Patience’ beg the officers of the Heavy
a place of worship but contains two office areas from Dragoons: ‘O, be Early English, ere it is too late!’ But
the curvilinear tracery in the windows suggest that
which its community, schools and youth work are
Talbot Bury was aiming more at the Middle Pointed
run together with the Fowler Newsam Counselling
Project which serves 30 schools in East Haringey. It or Decorated Gothic style which flourished during
the first half of the fourteenth century.
is kept open for prayer as often as possible and
even for refreshments on occasions.
In November 1859, Fowler Newsam, Esq., a city
merchant, wrote to the Bishop of London saying, ‘In
gratitude to the Almighty for the innumerable
blessings he has so graciously conferred upon
myself and family during a long and happy life , I am
desirous of erecting a Holy Temple for his worship’.
The church was dedicated in July 1861 and the total
cost of £13,000 was borne by Fowler Newsam
himself. He was a munificent and benevolent man
who also built the model cottages (opposite in
Avenue Road) to encourage others to provide good
homes for their workers. He was ably and genuinely
supported by his wife, Ann, and daughter, Emily,
and by Emily’s husband, John Robins. In 1858 the
foundation stone was laid for the Hermitage School,
his gift to his daughter and the beginning of
education in the area. That building is now known as
the Fowler Newsam Hall and used widely by the
community.
To design his new church, Fowler Newsam Esq.
engaged quite a celebrated architect, Thomas
Talbot Bury (1811-1877). As a young man Bury had
been articled to Augustin de Pugin, father of the
famous Augustus. In the early 1830’s Bury produced
the originals for a number of Ackermann’s famous
series of coloured engravings of the newly opened
Liverpool and Manchester Railway. Later, he and
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One of the fine windows

The builder was George Myers and the foreman
mason was a Mr.Gomm who was responsible for the
attractive and unusual feature of the elaborate
‘botanical’ stone carving to be found everywhere. He
loved to copy from nature, and portrayed in his work
the hawthorn leaves, cowslips, primroses, and other
hedgerow and meadow plants which filled the
neighbourhood in those days. Presumably, he must
also have carved the originals of the heads of the
Fowler Newsams above the West Door, and of the
Robinses above the West Porch.

A botanical feature

Cont. on Page 7

Cont. from Page 6

NEW BOOK

The reredos is also unusual. Given by the first vicar
of St Ann’s in memory of his wife, it was painted on
marble by the assistant director of the Slade School
of Art, Cornelius Bevis Durham. Durham was a well
known portrait painter of the middle Victorian years
and the son of one of the early Churchwardens. At
first glance it seems to portray the Last Supper, but
in fact it represents the story in St John’s Gospel
chapter 12 when Mary the sister of Martha and
Lazarus (traditionally identified as Mary Magdalen)
anoints the feet of Jesus with precious ointment and
wipes them with her hair. We would be interested to
know if anyone is aware of this subject being
depicted behind the altar in any other church.

Tottenham: A History by Christine Protz
Tottenham: a History follows the town’s thousand
year development from a small Saxon settlement by
the River Lea, to an urban conurbation buried within
greater London. It explores different periods in
Tottenham’s history, the people who have lived here
and shaped its character, and how it changed over
the centuries.
For a while, its position as a small, rural village
within reasonable reach of London was maintained.
Then dramatic developments in transport, industry
and trade in the 19th century led to the gradual
disappearance of the big estates and farms, to be
replaced by densely packed streets and houses.
A significant factor in these developments is the
High Road, going to the north from Bishopsgate in
the City. Travellers to and from London found
Tottenham a convenient stopping place. Early on it
attracted residents from overseas, and people from
France, Spain, India and Africa arrived here well
before the larger migrations that started at the end of
the 19th century.

The Reredos

Much of the original stained glass depicts incidents
from the life of Christ paired with their
foreshadowings, technically known as ‘types’, from
the Old Testament. The five windows on either side
of the chancel were given by Mrs Fowler Newsam in
memory of members of her family. Quaintly, most of
them were still alive and thriving at the time, their
names being added later as the necessity arose.
Amongst a variety of documents and photographs
which were on display one in particular deserves a
mention. It is of the old vicarage with the church
behind it during the period when the spire was
shortened, the top having been knocked off in
World War II by a barrage balloon which broke lose
from its moorings. This was the only picture we
could find of the church in this condition and if
anyone can help us out with a better one we would
be really pleased.
Roy & Anne Goodhew (Honorary Curate & wife!)
My thanks go to Anne Goodhew, who gave me a
warm welcome when I went to take photos to
accompany the article - Ann Robertson

Not much remains to be seen of Tottenham’s past.
Bruce Castle is still with us, as are some Georgian
houses along Bruce Grove and the High Road.
Streets also remind us of the past. White Hart Lane,
Philip Lane, Lordship Lane, can all be traced on a
fascinating 1619 map of Tottenham. A wealth of
pictures and artefacts from past centuries are
preserved at Bruce Castle and all have been well
used in this fully illustrated book.
Copies of Tottenham: A
History can be bought in
person from:
Bruce Castle Museum
Lordship Lane
Tottenham
London N17 8NU
or:
The Big Green Bookshop
1 Brampton Road
Wood Green
London N22 6BG
Copies can be ordered
online from: www.biggreenbookshop.com/twelvebooks-of-christmas/tottenham-by-christine-protz/
prod_295.html
or:
www.phillimore.co.uk
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Join Us!

JOHN WILLIAMS (1796-1839 )
Alan Swain

I/we would like to join the Tottenham Civic
Society (TCS). Annual membership will provide
four quarterly copies of the TCS newsletter
CIVITAS and the opportunity to participate in
ventures undertaken by TCS to promote and
preserve the interests of Tottenham’s history and
future.

On 7th December the BBC broadcast a very
interesting story concerning the missionary Rev
John Williams (1796-1839). John Williams was born
at Rupert House Tottenham Green. He was most
unfortunately killed by cannibals on the island of
Erromanga (Now modern day Vanuato in the South
Pacific) in 1839.

I/we enclose a cheque for the following amount:

170 years following his death, the islanders have
held a reconciliation event with descendents of his
family to formally apologise for his death. The
following link to the BBC website contains some
brief footage from the programme:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/hampshire/
8398126.stm

£5 unwaged, students and retired
£10 individuals
£7.50 per person with two or more members in
the same household
£15 for organisations with under 100 members
£20 for organisation with over 100 members

The story of John Williams is also featured on the
'Tottenham-SummerhillRoad' website: http://
tottenham-summerhillroad.com/john_williams.htm

%
Name.............................................................
Organisation...................................................
Address..........................................................
.....................................................................
Tel.................................................................
Email.............................................................

John Williams’ Blue Plaque

Many years ago, a Blue Plaque to commemorate
the life of John Williams was dedicated at
Tottenham High Cross close to where John Williams
was born.

TCS CONTACTS

Do you want to join the TCS email network?
Yes

No

Joyce Rosser TCS Events Organiser:
Phone: 020 8347 7684
E-mail: jrosser@lineone.net

Do you prefer to receive your copy of Civitas
by post

or

by email

Please make cheques payable to:
The Tottenham Civic Society
And send them to:
TCS, 61, Durban Road, Tottenham, N17 8ED
Thankyou
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Ann Robertson Newsletter Editor &
Membership Secretary:
Phone: 0208 801 9654
E-mail: Robbotwix@aol.com
Postal address: See subscriptions box on left.
TCS Website:
www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org.uk
Please Note:
The views and opinions expressed in this
newsletter, are not necessarily those of
Tottenham Civic Society.

