SEASON’S GREETINGS!
By the time this issue of CIVITAS drops through your
letterbox, we will all be breathing a sigh of relief that all the
frantic preparations, merry-making and recovering that can
result from a seasonal overload, are all fading into the
distance and we are all heading back to normality (whatever
that may be!).
Accompanying this issue is a leaflet about our forthcoming
General Meeting to be held at Bruce Castle Museum at 2pm
on Sunday 18th January. Please try to come, it would be
lovely to see you.

create a new flat with mansard roof to the front elevation. We
objected to this on the grounds of overcrowding and also loss of
the building’s original appearance. Happily the Council agreed
and the application was rejected. 13 Bruce Grove is one of many
grand old houses that are let down by their front gardens or
forecourts. Where 19thC photographs show Lebanon cedars and
other mature trees spreading gracefully above the iron railings,
today we just have tarmac, bits of broken furniture, wheelie bins
and cars. A huge amount could be done to improve the appearance of this historic road if more care was taken in the design and
maintenance of their forecourts. Some evergreen hedges would
be a good start.

As I write the future of Wards Stores and Seven Sisters market
hangs in the balance. The revised Grainger planning application
Our thanks go to all contributors of this CIVITAS
is being considered by the Council on 17 November, revised in
that it contains sixty indoor market units. However it has failed
Wishing all our members a happy and healthy New year!
to impress either the local shops, market traders, residents or the
Society, because it still involves total demolition and the loss of
all the Edwardian buildings on the block including the 1909
HERITAGE ISSUES
department store. We still believe that the most economic, pracMatthew Bradby
ticable and sustainable solution is to restore the heritage buildings and allow their continued use as a home for small,
There is a whole list of proposed developments in Tottenham at independent businesses. Heritage buildings in London are the
the moment – and TCS is standing up for the heritage agenda in friend of small, unique, characterful shops. Monstrous new
every case that it can.
developments inevitably favour the bland, the uninteresting, the
corporate.
The site of the former home of the Quaker missionary Thomas
Shillitoe, 598 High Road, is again under threat. The early 19 th C English Heritage is considering our application for listing of The
townhouse in yellow stock brick had been illegally demolished Swan public house. A photograph from around 1890 shows that
by a previous owner, before being sold on. Planning permission the basic form of the building is early 19th C, perhaps dating from
was given for an exact replica to be built in its place but the around 1833 when it became a regular coach stop to and from
current developer wishes to use the site as an access to a larger London. At some point after that date the top storey was redevelopment site behind the High Road. The proposal was moved and the single storey ground floor extension was built.
rejected by the Council only to be taken to the Planning Inspec- What we are hoping is that something remains of a medieval
torate by the developer. The Inquiry began on 2 September but cellar and it was on this basis that we have asked English
was abandoned after only a few hours because of procedural Heritage to investigate further. Watch this space!
faults. The Inquiry has been re-scheduled for January and TCS
committee members will attend to put the case for restoring Meanwhile new indignities have been heaped upon the former
Shillitoe’s house as an important historic feature on the High Botany Bay public house (originally named The Greyhound). Its
Road.
decorative marble work has been hacked into to accommodate
7 Bruce Grove, the former home of ‘Namer of Clouds’ Luke
Howard, is up for sale. We have written to the estate agent to ask
to be kept informed and to urge them to stress the unique
heritage of this building to any potential purchaser with view to
sensitive restoration. It is Grade II listed, so enjoys a good degree
of protection. But it is in terrible condition, and in the current
economic climate we are not sure what potential there is in the
near future. Meanwhile the fabric of this, Tottenham’s only
building with an English Heritage blue plaque, continues to
deteriorate.

new steel shutters, which have robbed yet more of the remaining
character of this fine Victorian pub. A great opportunity is being
lost to use this handsome corner building to regenerate this part
of Philip Lane. We have written to the Council asking them to
take action but much depends on whether the owners can be
encouraged to see the real heritage value of the property.

There is also mounting concern about the treatment of the buildings owned by Tottenham Hotspur in the northern part of the
High Road. Many of these are now simply boarded up, their fate
unknown until new plans are decided for the redevelopment of
the ground. This is likely to be a great preoccupation of the
The owner of 13 Bruce Grove, one of the best preserved of the Society in coming years.
houses of similar style and date to No.7, recently applied to
Cont. on following page
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MARK PARK?
Bob Rust
After reading a piece called 'Paws in the Park' about Russell
Park/Noel Park Park, I immediately pictured a gate in the bend in
Maurice Avenue where we nearly always went in, even after the
balloon had gone. It must have been a particularly happy memory.
For the whole of our childhood my brother Bill and I played in
that park.
Never knew it had a name, we and other local kids called it Mark
Park because we had to go up Mark Road to get to it, There was
a gate in Mark Road, right at the north east 'tip' of the park, it was
flanked by the high fences of the back gardens of Westbury
Avenue and Maurice Avenue and for about 20 yards more like an
alley. I have a vague idea that despite the war it kept its gate.
There were also gates into Westbury Avenue and Meads Road.
There were two trench' shelters at the Mark Road end of the park.
Our Dad stood on one and watched the Me109 being shot down
that crashed in Enfield Crematorium.

The boarded up impressive Tottenham and
Edmonton Dispensary in front of the Spurs Ground
On a more positive front, during the summer members of the
TCS committee and also Friends of Bruce Castle met with the
developers of the 315 Roundway site. We were pleasantly
surprised by the designs that they have now put forward – for two
storey modern cottage style homes on Church Lane, and
traditional three storey buildings divided into flats on the
Roundway frontage. It has taken two years since the previous
‘Titanic’ plans were thrown out by the Planning Inspectorate
after strenuous objections by TCS, FOBC and others. The new
plans would complement the Peabody Estate and Tower Gardens
conservation area and we hope that they are submitted for
planning permission soon.
The Tottenham Town Hall proposals are to be considered at a
Development Control Forum on 13 November. It is very
important that the developer, Newlon Housing Trust,
understands the importance of the Town Hall building and that
the proposed re-development complements the ‘Edwardian
Baroque’ Grade II listed civic buildings. The Town Hall was the
departure point for the extremely successful TCS London Open
House walk in September, at which around fifty people admired
the historic buildings of Tottenham Green for two hours on
Sunday morning. Thank you to everyone who helped organise
the walk and helped put Tottenham on the cultural map!

Part of the park was requisitioned as a barrage balloon site (the
mooring circle lasted for years after the war). We used to chat to
the WAAFs stationed there. The last house in Maurice Avenue
was requisitioned for their billet and I can remember sitting on
the back step with a WAAF while she showed me how to polish
brasses with powdered "bath brick" and spit. There was a Nissen
hut to the right of the gate for the men and the hydrogen trailer
was parked just inside the gate. From there to what we thought of
as the 'top' of the park (really the southwest end) was allotments
as far as the Knowles, Trotman factory (Alfred Finlay House
now stands on the site). Knowles, Trotman was a wire weaving
firm which had made the screens that made the water marks on
bank note paper and through the war wove the very fine brass
mesh used to make petrol filters for aircraft. I wonder if there are
any older locals left who worked there, it was a highly skilled job.
I looked at Google Earth, the 'bosky' path is still there and there
now seems to be a huge building near where the balloon mooring
circle used to be, in fact on the satellite picture I think part of the
circle is still distinguishable.
Thanks for sharing your reminiscences, Bob. If you would like
to see the places Bob mentions then go to:
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?hl=en&tab=wl
and type in one of the street names featured in Bob’s article
and post code N22 . This should give you a zoomable photographic map to use. You can see other places of interest too.

TCS NEEDS YOU!
The TCS committee is looking for more members! Being a member of the committee is not hard work, it’s fun. It also
doesn’t take up much time. People on the committee only volunteer to do jobs they choose, but if there are more of us, it
would be easier! All members of the Society are encouraged to come to future committee meetings and share their ideas. The
more the merrier!
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 8th January at 7.30pm. in the lounge of The Beehive pub, just off Tottenham
High Road/Stoneleigh Road, N17 9BQ, south of the junction with Bruce Grove, on the eastern side of the High Road. It is a
mock Tudor building slightly set back from the main road. The lounge is separate from the bar and is reached by the rearmost
door. It is on several bus routes and there is a car park nearby. If you need directions please phone Ann on 0208 801 9654.
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TOTTENHAM CEMETERY
Janet Harris
In July, celebrations to mark its 150th anniversary took place
within Tottenham Cemetery. Volunteers dressed in period
costumes, vintage funeral cars were displayed and a special
exhibition in the west chapel charted the cemetery’s history.
Haringey’s Mayor, Councillor Alan Dobbie turned on the lake
waterfall, the first time it had been operational for 30 years,
since falling into disrepair.

trees line the stream and are scattered within the Gardens. The
gates to the Garden of Peace, where ashes are laid to rest after
cremation at Enfield, were officially opened by Alderman
Field, Chairman of the Burial Board on 21st June 1952 with a
golden key made specially for the occasion.
This massive expansion of Tottenham Cemetery, from five
acres to about 67 acres is most unusual. Each of the phases
reflects the design of the period in which it was laid out, so the
cemetery illustrates the changes in taste in cemetery design
between the 1850s and 1920s.
The paired, Grade II listed chapels are identical to those at
Saffron Walden (designed by Middleton & Pritchett in 1855)
and are of the typical 1850s design catering for different
denominations. The device of joining the chapels with a portecochere was used at Mansfield Cemetery (1856) and at
Loughborough Cemetery (1857). (See left)
The Grade II listed War Memorial to the men of Tottenham
who gave their lives in the Great War is Grade II listed. Its
‘Cross of Sacrifice’, in Portland stone overlaid with a bronze
sword, was designed in 1919 by Sir Reginald Blomfield, and is
the centrepiece of a formal layout within the western half of the
cemetery.

Following the Metropolitan Interments Act 1852, All Hallows
churchyard closed for burials in 1857, Prior to the closure, in
1855, the Tottenham & Wood Green Burial Board was set up
to build a new cemetery for the community. Five acres of land
were purchased by the Burial Board and the commission for
the new cemetery was put to a national competition, advertised
in the The Times, 20th October 1855. The winning design was
by architect James Piggett Pritchett (1830-1911), who had
successfully completed several cemetery chapels and grounds
in other parts of the country.
With a budget of £1000, Pritchett completed the task of
building the chapels and grounds. He spent a further £57.1s.6d
on planting and evergreens. In all, with the purchase of the
land at £400 an acre, the total spend for the new cemetery cost
a grand total of £5,000.
On 30th December 1857, three of the five acres of land were
consecrated by the Right Reverend Dr Tait, the :Lord Bishop
of London. The other two acres were left unconsecrated. The
first private grave was purchased for the burial of Rachel Ford
on 16th January 1858, who died aged 42 years.
Because of the rapidly expanding population, the original five
acres were soon used, so in March 1873, June 1882 and April
1895 further land was purchased. The two parts of the
cemetery are connected by a Grade II listed tunnel opened in
1883, and running under Church Path, forming a group with
the chapel and links to the War Memorial. The next land
additions were in October 1913 and 1921, where the
Tottenham Burial Board acquired part of Tottenham Park to be
laid out as a Garden of Peace and Remembrance. This is
divided from the rest of the cemetery by the Moselle. Mature

Famous people buried in Tottenham Cemetery include Labour
MP Bernie Grant (1944-2000) and John and Mary Cole of the
Cole Potteries, who are buried in the same plot, which had
been purchased by their son, Edward George. However, the
most notable tomb in the cemetery is that of the Butterfield
family. In 1900 William Butterfield, church restorer including
All Hallows, died and was buried in the family tomb designed
by himself in the Western Field area of the cemetery, The
tomb, Grade II listed, is a mediaeval-style coffin tomb with a
sculptured cross on top. Butterfield’s tomb is next to that of
his friend, Alexander Wilson, the incumbent of All Hallows at
the time of its restoration.
The original churchyard of All Hallows is the oldest part of the
present cemetery and contains the most ancient graves and
tombs. These are the richest in the whole cemetery in their
diversity of lichens and mosses. All of Tottenham Cemetery is
abundant in flora and fauna, insects and butterflies, birds, bats,
squirrels and foxes, all making a wonderful nature reserve
right here on our doorsteps.
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TOTTENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY EVENTS
FEEDBACK ON RECENT TCS EVENTS

some of us went to the excellent Book House Kitap Evi
Turkish restaurant in Tottenham High Road for refreshments.

Visit to St Bartholomew’s Church

Thinking about the event since we have agreed that it would
probably have been better to split such a large group into two
In August about 30 Tottenham Civic Society members were
with two leaders but I think people enjoyed it (even the sight of
privileged to visit this beautiful Grade II* listed church in
the giant dead rat we passed on the way!). If anyone would
Craven Park Road. Father Card-Reynolds gave a talk on the
like a copy of the tour handout contact jrosser@lineone.net or
history of the church which was originally on a number of
sites in the City of London before moving to South Tottenham. 020 8347 7684.
Various fittings come from the earlier churches including an
octagonal pulpit dating from the late seventeenth century. The General Members Meeting
new church was built in 1903-04 by William Caroe, a leading 2pm- 5pm Sunday 18th January 2009
Arts and Crafts architect. Extensive restoration of the upper
Bruce Castle Museum
brickwork and stonework has been recently funded by English
All members welcome
Heritage. TCS members toured all parts of the church and saw
the handsome vicarage (also listed) and gardens.
There will be discussion of the impact on Tottenham High
Father Card-Reynolds raised his concerns about three historic Road Conservation Area of Spurs' new stadium, the Town Hall
parish boundary markers which are sited in Craven Park Road Development, Ward's Corner and the many other
(near the High Road). These all need restoration work and two developments. We are in the process of arranging a speaker.
To give us an estimate of how many seats/refreshments we
might perhaps be safer in a different location. We agreed to
need to allow for could you please let either Joyce or Ann
make some enquiries about this.
know if you will be attending please -see back page for contact
Since the visit Elizabeth Carola has arranged to hold a weekly details.
community singing class in the church. She says it has
wonderful acoustics. If you would like details contact
Elizabeth on ecarolauk@yahoo.co.uk.

Events Programme

Father Card-Reynolds has written an article on the history of
the church -see page 7

If you have any ideas for the 2009 TCS events programme let
us have them as soon as possible please as they can take some
time to set up. Contact Joyce with your suggestions by

Architectural tour of Tottenham Green
conservation area
Open House London weekend was 20th-21st September and for
the first time a Tottenham Civic Society event was included in
the programme. The weather was lovely and 50 people turned
up for a tour of Tottenham Green conservation area. This
contains 17 nationally listed and about 50 locally listed
buildings as well as many others making a “positive
contribution” to the area (maps showing these buildings are
available on the Haringey Council website). We spent just
over two hours on the tour which included the Edwardian
Baroque Town Hall complex, the former Jewish Hospital, the
Georgian houses on Tottenham Green, the attractive hidden
away Talbot Road, the two Italianate villas in Cresnut Road,
the police station, the former Palace Theatre, the High Cross
School complex, The Swan pub, Holy Trinity Church, the
Philip Lane almshouses and much more. By popular request
we even trekked down Monument Way to see the nationally
listed but boarded up eighteenth century house by Stainby
Road (we plan to find out who owns this - does anyone
know?). We also pointed out and asked for views on some
recent developments such as the Ujima block, the Genesis
block opposite the High Cross and the turquoise edifice (which
replaced the Canadian Royal Skating Rink/dance hall
building). At the end of the walk
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email: jrosser@lineone.net or phone: 020 8347 7684

Membership
A challenge was issued at our last AGM, by
Chairperson, Matthew Bradby, to increase our
membership to reach 100 members by our next
AGM. We are well on the way to achieving our set
target - currently the total stands at 78.
We only need to persuade/cajole/bribe another 22
people to hand over their joining slips and fees
before the end of March. Can we do it? Of course
we can!
If you know of anyone or are involved in
organisations that may be interested in joining us,
don’t be shy - spread the word! The more members
we have, the stronger influence we will have on
matters and issues that we care about. Contact Ann
for leaflets (see last page for details)

POSITIVE PLANNING APPLICATION ON TOTTENHAM HIGH ROAD
A developer has submitted designs for 375-379 High Road,
adjacent to the High Cross. (see below) The plans are for an
extension of No.373 which is a three storey building, probably
around 1900 in date or earlier (perhaps someone can advise?).
This building is locally listed and has an attractive oval window
on the top storey giving it a rather Continental, Art Nouveau

appearance. If approved, the new range of buildings will
comprise a terrace of three more in the same style as 373. The
resulting terrace of four will give better continuity to this part
of the High Road and will enhance the conservation area.
Currently a single storey William Hill betting shack of no
architectural merit stands on the site. If only more developers
had the same idea!

Plan by D R M Associates

TOTTENHAM OUTRAGE EVENTS

VOTE FOR LORDSHIP REC

On Friday 23rd January 2009 at 10.30am, to commemorate the
centenary of the Tottenham Outrage, and the murders of PC
William Tyler and 10 year old Ralph Joscelyne, police from
Tottenham and Hackney will be holding a memorial service
and laying of wreaths at Abney Park Cemetery at their
gravesides.

Grants of up to £400,000 are to be made available to the
London parks which get the most votes when voting is closed at
5pm on Friday 30th January, 2009. Voting can be done online,
by text or post.

Tottenham Cemetery & Outrage: Ralph Joscelynes mother is
buried there, together with Ralphs younger brother, Ben, who
shares a grave with his mother. Mrs Joscelynes last wish was
honoured, that the boots Ralph wore on the day he died were
placed in her coffin. Also, one of the Outrage robbers - Paul
Hefeld - was buried there in a common grave following his
death in hospital.
At Bruce Castle Museum on Wednesday 28th January, the
Curator, Deborah Hedgecock, will be giving a talk entitled “A
Tottenham Tragedy - the Outrage of 1909”. Doors open at
7.00pm, talk at 7.30pm.
Bruce Castle Museum
Lordship Lane
Tottenham
London N17 8NU
Tel: 0208 808 8772

Friends of Lordship Rec are urging Tottenham residents (and
anyone else with an interest in the Rec) to vote for the biggest
park in Tottenham which is badly in need of a cash boost in
order to develop future plans, including the following:
* The River Moselle, now in a concrete pipe, would be restored
to an open river;
* New city farm, play area and café;
* Wildflower meadows;
* Restore the Park's historic features.
To vote online or get more details go to:
www.london.gov.uk/parksvote/region/north/lordship.jsp
and follow the instructions given.
To request a postal voting form, phone the Public Liaison Unit
on: 0207 983 4100.
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LORDSHIP REC COMMEMORATION
CEREMONY
Friends of Lordship Rec
At the end of Remembrance Week, on Sunday 16thNovember,
over 70 people attended a unique special event in Lordship Rec
from 1pm to 4pm. They gathered to commemorate for the first
time the 42+ Tottenham Civilians killed by a direct hit on the
2nd World War Downhills' air-raid shelter in the Rec at
10.30pm on 19th September 1940 during the London ‘Blitz’. It
was the largest single death toll in Tottenham during the war,
but had been largely forgotten and never commemorated, most
of the victims having scandalously gone unrecorded. It is
believed that 300 people had been in the shelter - most of them
from streets around the Rec, and there were many more than 42
killed. The 'Downhills' shelter was sited where Lordship Wood
now stands, at the southern end of Lordship Recreation Ground
(by the Downhills Park Road entrance), London N17 - the
ceremony took place at this exact spot, 68 years on.
Those present at the ceremony included about 35 relatives of
the victims, two of the survivors of the tragedy, and
representatives of those organisations involved in the rescue
and support for those in the shelter in 1940 - including the fire
brigade, police, Council, Tottenham Hotspur and local
churches. Many made powerful and emotional speeches during
the ceremony.
The event was organised by the Friends of Lordship Rec,
supported by the families who'd been traced. In particular,
Friends member and local historian Ray Swain, had
painstakingly researched the incident for many years in order
to identify the names of many of those killed and the survivors,
and to track down their families.

Dave Morris, for the Friends of Lordship Rec, announced that
the Friends were launching a Fund to raise money towards
building a new Memorial Bridge over the River Moselle - to be
included in the extensive lottery-funded regeneration works
planned for the Rec over the next 4 years. [Donations details
below].
Father Ken Evans, of St Philip's Church, Philip Lane then
conducted a ceremony, including a prayer, a reading out of all
the names of those who died, and two minute's silence.
Following this, many of those present, especially the families,
planted bulbs around the woodland, and wrote their thoughts in
a special Book of Remembrance.
"This was the first time that relatives and local people had been
able to come together to mark this tragic event that took so
many lives in what was Tottenham's highest wartime death toll.
We will continue to seek the identities of all those who died
there, and to raise the funds for a permanent memorial in the
park." - Ray Swain, local historian [Friends of Lordship Rec]
More information - including the press report from 1940 can be
obtained from:
www.geocities.com/summerhillroad2002/
downhillsheltertragedy.htm
Or visit the archives at Bruce Castle Museum.
TOTTENHAM SHELTER MEMORIAL FUND APPEAL
We have set up a Memorial Fund to contribute towards a
memorial to be created during the regeneration works in
Lordship Recreation Ground in 2011/12. The plan is to help
fund and dedicate a new memorial bridge over the Moselle
River. All contributions welcome.

Cheques to Friends of Lordship (Memorial Fund) c/o 14
SandringhamRd, N22 6RB.
Ron Nancarrow, a survivor of the bombing, was 15 years old at
Or bank transfer to: 60 24 23 7123 937
the time. Now as an 83 yr old he spoke about the horror of
More information from Friends of Lordship Rec: c/o
being trapped for hours in the rubble. Many of those around
dmorris@onetel.com /0208 211 0916.
him were killed. He paid tribute to the emergency services. In
the 1980s he had tried to investigate the incident but found that
no records seem to exist. He tracked down some of the names
of the victims but it was not until he shared this information
LOCAL HISTORY FAIR
with Ray Swain that a concerted effort was launched to
uncover the full details and to plan a memorial. A number of
Bruce Castle Museum, Lordship Lane, Tottenham,
members of the families of victims also spoke very movingly
London N17 8BU, will be holding its annual Fair
about how this was the first chance they had had to talk
on Saturday 14th February, 2009 from 11am until
publicly about the tragedy and to grieve together.
John Thornton, Station Officer for the Tottenham Fire Brigade,
was also there with colleagues. He explained that such a large
scale disaster would have been a huge challenge for the
emergency services, especially as in those days there would
have been so few fire appliances and crews available. In fact
local residents would have made up most of those involved in
the rescue operation. John Fennelly, Head of Publications for
Tottenham Hotspur FC, explained that the football ground was
used as a mortuary following the incident. He had published
details of the event in a recent Spurs programme and felt that
the club was an integral part of Tottenham's community
history.

Page 6

4.30pm.
Attractions will include local group stalls (don’t
forget to stop by ours and say hello), a programme
of talks, some romantically linked to the St.
Valentine’s day, and an opportunity of an
introduction to the search room, between 1pm and
4.30pm, to discover how to use the historical
information housed in the museum’s archives.
Further details will be available from the museum
at a later date or you can phone: 020 808 8772

in Stonebridge Road, near Seven Sisters. It was soon a thriving
success allowing for the re-founding of S. Bartholomew to the
area. The gradine in the Lady Chapel and the chairs throughout
the church come from S. Alban’s Mission Hall. The foundation
stone of the new church was laid on Ascension Day 1903; it was
The church, located on Craven Park Road in South Tottenham, carved by Caroe’s associate Eric Gill and is a fine example of his
was built 1903-04 to the designs of the eminent Arts & Crafts distinctive design and lettering.
architect William Douglas Caroe (1857-1938). He designed the
church in a free Perpendicular style and additionally designed The site of the church is a former orchard of one of the Georgian
many of the interior fittings and the original vestments – as such houses that lined the High Road. The vicarage garden still has
S. Bartholomew’s is a thoroughgoing example of an Edwardian two ancient pear trees, one of which is over two hundred years
church.
old and still cropping prestigiously. Caroe was mindful that the
site sloped and included into the church a crypt chapel that
unusually is lit by interior windows.

THE PARISH CHURCH OF SAINT
BARTHOLOMEW ON STAMFORD HILL
Father Charles Card-Reynolds

The church has recently celebrated its centenary on Stamford
Hill (we have no more plans to move again!) We have just
completed a second phase of restoration largely funded by
English Heritage. The church is Grade II* and the vicarage, also
by Caroe, is Grade II. A third phase of restoration is anticipated
as well as smaller projects of care for the c17th pulpit and font.
Regrettably, like so many parish churches, S. Bartholomew’s has
to be locked outside service times. This development in so many
churches since the 1980s has sadly changed the perception of
churches from public to private buildings. It is hard to see a
solution to this problem of security – however S. Bartholomew’s
does at least remain in ethos a parish/public building and we
One of the church windows
should not wish the beauty or historic significance to be confined
The present building is the fifth manifestation and third location to those who regularly worship here. We were delighted to
of S. Bartholomew’s. The first church (known as Little S. welcome the Tottenham Civic Trust this summer and are
Bartholomew) was founded by King Edward III in 1349 as part exploring ways to increase community use and access.
of his greater foundation of the Abbey of S. Mary of Grace. Its
location was in the centre of the City where later the Bank of
England stood. In 1438 the first church was rebuilt in the
Perpendicular style in red brick with stone dressings; it was this
second church that Caroe recalled when the parish was refounded on Stamford Hill. When King Henry VIII dissolved the
abbey he retained S. Bartholomew’s and the parish has been
under royal patronage ever since. Like so many City churches it
was destroyed in The Great Fire, and thus a third church was
build in 1683 to the designs of Sir Christopher Wren. The font
and pulpit in the present church are fittings from Wren’s work
and are in the intricate style of Grinlin Gibbons – they reward
close examination. During the c17th the parish became known as
S. Bartholomew-by-the-Exchange denoting the growing
financial heart of the City. The expansion of the Bank of England
in the 1820s caused the parish to lose most of its resident
population and so in 1850 the parish and church were re-founded
to a populous corner of the City, Moor Lane. The present church
retains the plate and the parish chest (including it contents) from
S. Bartholomew, Moor Lane. With the expansion of Moorgate
Station in the latter c19th the church once more lost its
geographical parish.
In 1897 the Bishop of London inaugurated a mission to the
growing population of South Tottenham. The Diocesan Board of
Mission defined the missionary task as ‘to the professional and
upper middle classes’– a comment on the social profile of the
area at the close of Queen Victoria’s reign. The mission was run
from a handsome Arts & Crafts building called S. Alban’s Hall

A view from the back of St Bartholomew’s
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FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP

WARDS CORNER

A Family History Workshop (Abney Park Classroom) Thursday
19 th February 2pm will be led by Matthew Pridham from the
London Family History Centre. The workshop is free and will
include information on how to go about family research and the
variety of resources available to the public. This is a workshop
for people and children of all ages providing interesting
information and resources for budding genealogists.

As most readers will know, despite extensive opposition from
Community groups, residents and traders, the Grainger PLC
plans to develop the Wards Corner site were accepted by
Haringey Planning Committee after a very close vote of five
votes to four on November 17th. This of course was a huge
disappointment to everyone who had been fighting the
developer’s plans in favour of community based plans that
would benefit the existing market traders and households as
well as preserving the innovative Wards Department Store site
in line with many other buildings of note along Tottenham High
Road’s historical corridor.

For further details contact:
Anna Smale , Abney Park – Education
Tel: 020 7275 7557
E-mail: abney-park@geo2.poptel.org.uk

%

SUBSCRIPTION

I/we would like to join the Tottenham Civic Society (TCS).
Annual membership will provide four quarterly copies of the
TCS newsletter CIVITAS and the opportunity to participate
in ventures undertaken by TCS to promote and preserve the
interests of Tottenham’s history and future.
I/we enclose a cheque for the following amount:

The Wards Corner Community Coalition has a website giving
information about the community campaign to oppose the
Grainger plans: www.wardscornercommunity.org.uk. It
contains the history of the campaign and readers can access the
webcam of the fateful council meeting.
In the meantime there is a Seven Sisters Ward bye-election to
be held on Thursday 15th January, 2009. Five candidates are
standing for election to replace Councillor Fred Knight who
recently died. Read Haringey Independent’s article for further
information: http://www.haringeyindependent.co.uk/news/
4019687.Five_candidates_gear_up_for_Seven_Sisters_battle/

£5 unwaged, students and retired

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION

£10 individuals
£7.50 per person with two or more members in the same
household
£15 for organisations with under 100 members
£20 for organisation with over 100 members
Name……………………………………………
Organisation (if applicable) …………………………..
Address & postcode …………………………………..
…………...……………………………………

Henry Jacobs, whose newly published postcards highlighting
areas of Tottenham featured in Civitas last year, is currently
holding an exhibition of his photographs which are displayed at
Bruce Castle Museum. They are “exploring interplay of colour,
light and text in open spaces” in Haringey.
The exhibition is open Wednesday - Sunday 1pm until 5pm
and runs until March 29th, 2009. They are displayed in the
small gallery on the first floor of the museum
For this and other events happening at Bruce Castles Museum
visit: http://www.haringey.gov.uk/index/
community_and_leisure/time_out_in_haringey/
visiting_haringey/places_to_visit/brucecastlemuseum/
brucecastleevents.htm

Tel…………………………………………
Email………………………………………………
Do you want to join the TCS email network?
Yes

No
Please make cheques payable to:
The Tottenham Civic Society
And send them to:
TCS, 61, Durban Road, Tottenham, N17 8ED
Thankyou
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CONTACTS
Joyce Rosser TCS Events Organiser:
Phone: 020 8347 7684
E-mail: jrosser@lineone.net
Ann Robertson Newsletter Editor &
Membership Secretary:
Phone: 0208 801 9654
E-mail: Robbotwix@aol.com
Postal address: See subscriptions box on left

