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SPURS - GREAT VICTORY

be demolished (see page 2).

In May this year came the dramatic news that
Tottenham Hotspur FC was totally revising its plans
for the new stadium at White Hart Lane.

The hotel and flats have also been substantially
revised. There will be about 200 instead of 450
housing units, aligned towards Park Lane. The hotel is
moved to the back of the site, away from the traffic
and congestion of the High Road. The details of these
buildings have been reserved for future planning
applications.

This followed criticism of the earlier version from
this Society (and SAVE Britain’s Heritage, English
Heritage, CABE, The Victorian Society, The Georgian
Group, and others - credit where credit’s due!). Our
criticisms mainly concerned the historic buildings at
the south of the development site, which were all
marked for demolition. We were also concerned
about the size of the blocks of flats that were
proposed, and the building of a hotel overlooking a
public square fronting the High Road.
Remarkably, Spurs’ plans have been revised to
incorporate four key historic buildings which they
own at the south of the site, as you can see in
the picture below. The buildings are, from left to
right, the former White Hart pub (dating from
around 1900), the Red House (dating to 1877), the
Tottenham and Edmonton Dispensary (built in 1910,
this is its centenary year) and Warmington House
- constructed in 1828 and nationally listed Grade II.
A raised platform is proposed to run behind these
buildings at a height of five metres. Under this,
the club shop and museum will be
contained.

Sadly there are no plans to retain the rest of the
Victorian terrace to the immediate north of the
White Hart pub, and handsome Fletcher House,
also Grade II listed, is still due for demolition. The
reason for this is that there is no space between the
new stadium and the High Road in which to retain
it. We are suggesting that perhaps this pair of late
Georgian villas could be re-erected in another part of
Tottenham.
We would also like to see greater clarity about
restoration of the northern group of historic
buildings, including Percy House, Grade II*. Percy
House is boarded up and other buildings in this
terrace are marred by unattractive plastic signs and
weedy forecourts. Residents of Northumberland Park
are also still concerned about the traffic implications
of a major new supermarket to be built in that road,
at the northern end of the site.

It is proposed to restore the White
Hart as a pub, and to return the
Red House to its original function as
a cafe. To achieve this, the ground
floor facade would be restored, with
much larger windows than currently.
The Dispensary and Warmington
House would become club offices. A
garden would be reinstated in front of
Warmington House, while buildings
to the immediate left and right of it
including Marsh House at 742 would
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Wards Corner Update

One interesting controversy that has recently come
to light surrounds ‘Marsh House’, No. 742 High
Road, immediately to the south of Warmington
House. Identified in the Conservation Area Character
Appraisal as a late Victorian building, some people
believe the existing structure is more likely to date
from the mid 20th Century.

At the time of writing, we are still waiting for the
Appeal decision from the High Court. Whether or
not the Appeal is upheld, we think now is the time
for Grainger to rethink it’s whole approach to the
site.

According to Bruce Castle Museum, the building is
listed in Kelly’s Directory of 1893 and was known
as ‘Marsh House’ by 1900. In research done by the
football club’s advisers, there was a building on this
site by 1798, and its bow fronted windows are still
clearly visible in the 1935 Ordnance Survey map.
However by the time of a 1958 photograph, the bow
windows have disappeared and the building’s plan is
quite altered, with a covered entranceway on the left
hand side. The rear has some white glazed brickwork,
and it has a flat roof. It would be interesting to see
what remains of earlier structures inside. Perhaps the
building suffered bomb damage during the War?
If anyone has any information about this building,
please send it to the editor so that we can share it in
future issues of Civitas.
The football club’s report contains a lot of detail - if
you look on Haringey’s website www.haringey.gov.uk
- find planning, click through to planning applications,
the Spurs’ reference is HGY/2010/1000 - the relevant
document is Appendix 6 (part 1, 2 and 3). What is
evident is that they have looked at local heritage a
lot more closely since the first planning application.
This is also the place to make comments on the
application.
Despite there being some reservations and sadness
about losing Fletcher House in particular, in general
the Society’s committee believes this is a victory for
heritage-led regeneration of Tottenham. It is certainly
a dramatic improvement on the first planning
application. We are also very grateful to the support
that we received from SAVE Britain’s Heritage, and
their Secretary Will Palin, who has been our staunch
ally throughout this whole process. We hope that we
can continue to work with SAVE on other projects in
future.
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The ownership of the development site is not
consolidated, the plans have no public support, and
their plan remains a speculative pipe dream that has
little chance of coming to fruition during the period
of time that the current planning permission will be
valid.
The pragmatic decision would be to take a leaf out of
Spurs’ book, send the architects back to the drawing
board, and produce a scheme that reuses the existing
high quality buildings as the basis for sustainable
regeneration. This would surely be a better, faster,
cheaper, fairer way to regenerate Seven Sisters, for
the benefit of the local community.
Visit http://wardscorner.wikispaces.com/ to find
out all the latest news from the Wards Corner
Community Coalition, of which TCS is a supporter.
Pictured below is an early image of the unique
1909 steel-framed department store building which
Grainger still hopes to demolish.

Historic post office
building to be lost
Two years ago there was a planning application to
knock down No. 316 High Road – the “Cookestates”
building – which was said to have “little architectural
or streetscape merit.” Tottenham Civic Society
thought that the building had a certain quirky charm
and was certainly more attractive than the bland fourstorey block proposed to replace it. Planning officers
recommended that the scheme should be accepted
so TCS members went to the planning committee
meeting and argued that this building in the very heart
of the Tottenham Green conservation area should
not be demolished unless the new building replacing
it had some architectural merit. The planning
committee agreed with us and voted eight to one
against granting planning permission.
The developers then appealed. There wasn’t a public
hearing at which we could have argued our case;
instead it was decided by a planning inspector on the
basis of written evidence. Early this year we heard
that the developers won their appeal.

sufficiently prominent, are not allowed to spoil the
composition as a whole, which shows a pleasant
contrast between the three round-heading apertures
on the ground floor storey and the rectangular
windows above.’
Writing in the Architectural Review magazine in
October 1930, P. Morton Shand in an article entitled
“The post-war post office: recent tendencies in post
office & telephone exchange design. 1: Great Britain”
commented: “Another admirable branch office on
the outskirts of London is to be found at South
Tottenham. This is built in the same silver-grey brick
which Sir Giles Gilbert Scott has used so successfully
at Clare College, Cambridge.”
The building remained a post office until 1985 when
it became an estate agent’s office. Obviously the
building has been changed over the years but it will
still be a loss to this section of the High Road.
Joyce Rosser

Unfortunately at the time of the appeal we didn’t
know about the history of No. 316. In the planning
application the developers had said that the existing
building “was constructed in the 1960s or 1970s.”
We now know from research by Julian Osley that it
was built in the 1920s as a post office. The building
is credited to Sir Richard Allison, who was the
Chief Architect to the Office of Works at the time,
although Julian thinks that it was almost certainly not
designed by him, rather by one of his members of
staff within the Department, possibly Archibald Scott,
who was responsible for a number of post offices in
the London area at that time.
The picture (right) appeared in the Architect &
Building News magazine in 1928 with a text which
reads: ‘The design here illustrated shows the
advantage of the parapet, for this feature allows for a
substantial band of wallage above the topmost row of
windows, which are given far more “breathing space”
than could be afforded them when they are tucked
under the eaves of a roof. The inscription over the
door, the letter-box and the board giving information
about the mails, are all discretely designed, and while
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Tottenham District
Nursing Home
Until the advent of the NHS, district nursing services
were provided by local voluntary organisations, and
paid for by subscription, donations and fundraising.
The associations paid the nurses, and also provided
their accommodation.
Tottenham District Nursing Association was
established in 1927, and from 1930, three nurses
were based in a converted house at 137, West Green
Road. In 1937, a purpose built nurses’ home was
completed in Bruce Grove, to the immediate south
of the Drapers Almshouses, where it still stands. The
Queen’s Nurses’ Magazine of May 1938 records:

accommodation.
‘There is a large plot of land attached to the Home
which, like the Home itself, is surrounded by trees,
and it is the intention of the Association to develop
this land as a garden and for other recreational
purposes. The whole site is part of the small estate
maintained by the Drapers Company as Almshouses,
and with the quiet peace of the cottages surrounding
a well kept lawn, and now the addition of a carefully
designed Nurses Home, the whole provides a very
welcome oasis of peace which is really unique and
surprising to find in this populous urban area. The
Association now hope to increase their staff.
‘The architects are Messrs. Seth-Smith, Munro and
Matthew, and the builders, Messrs. Greenaway and
Son.’

‘A very attractive Nurses’ Home was formally
opened at Tottenham on January 1st by Major
Sir William Prescott. Sir William was received
by the Mayor and Mayoress of Tottenham, and
after unveiling a commemorative tablet in the
vestibule, was accompanied over the Home by a
distinguished company of guests.
‘The Home is situated in an ideal position, being
easy of access to every part of the district it
serves, and has succeeded in retaining, even with
such a thickly populated locality as Tottenham,
a restful charm which is usually associated with
more rural areas.
‘The House is of the two-storey type and is a
permanent brick structure costing £3000 to
construct. An endeavour has been made throughout
to achieve a building both efficient and attractive, and
furnished with the latest equipment. The external
treatment of the walls, in cream cementone wash
has been designed both to preserve the fabric of
the structure and to give a pleasing effect. The roof
if of green cement pantiles, especially made for
this building, and the effect of the whole is most
satisfactory and restful.
‘On the ground floor are to be found dining and
sitting rooms, office, district room, a special cloak
drying room with an ingenious drying device, a well
equipped kitchen and servants’ quarters. The first
floor consists of suitable bedroom and bathroom
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The 1930s appear to have been a great period in the
construction of nurses’ homes all over the country.
The building in Bruce Grove is no longer a nurses’
home and has been substantially altered. At first sight
you would not guess it was built in 1938. The green
roof tiles have been replaced with dull brown ones,
the original windows have been replaced with uPVC,
and the cream ‘cementone’ has also been removed
exposing the brickwork underneath. It’s a pity, as the
building is no longer as striking as it once was, and is
now rather anonymous.
The records of the Association, which operated until
the 1960s, are held at Bruce Castle Museum. You
can read more about the history of district nursing at
www.districtnursing150.org.uk .
Matthew Bradby

High Road Regeneration
On 13 June, a small group of stalwarts joined Yvette
Chin, Regeneration and Conservation Projects
Officer at Haringey Council, on a tour of the work
that has been done since 2006 in the Bruce Grove
area of the High Road. We admired completed
work such as Windsor Parade, which looks truly
magnificent and is a great example of heritage-led
regeneration.
Phase 3 of the project is about to start, including
restoration of the Wilson Building, just to the north
of the station on the eastern side of the High Road.
This is an industrial building with deep purple tiles,
and we are sure it will look very impressive when it’s
restored.
It is disappointing however that some local
freeholders have chosen not to participate in the
scheme. Perhaps most disappointing is that Christo &
Co, owners of the parade to the immediate north of
the junction with Bruce Grove on the western side
of the High Road, have stood aloof. You can see the
difference in the restored (right) and neglected (left)
properties in this parade in the picture below.

trees and station buildings (visible from the road). It is
good that people are making a living, but this should
not be allowed to happen in such an unregulated and
risky manner.

DES-CON-HGY
A new umbrella body for design, heritage and
conservation has been launched in Haringey, with
a very helpful new website. The new organisation
will help co-ordinate activities and responses of
the various conservation area advisory committees
(CAACs) across the borough, including the
Tottenham CAAC. Tottenham CAAC shares a
number of members with TCS, but is an entirely
separate organisation with different function and
remit. The new website is http://www.des-con-hgy.
org.uk/ - designed by the Chairman, Chris Mason.

Local Development Framework
A ‘Local Development Framework’ is shortly to
replace Haringey’s Unitary Development Plan (UDP).
By the time you read this, the brief consultation
period will already be over (ending on 21 June).
A number of concerns have been raised with the
Council by various local organisations including TCS.

CIVIC VOICE
A new national charity to replace The Civic Trust
is now up and running. TCS was the 200th civic
society to join the new charity, called Civic Voice.
The organisation’s website is http://www.civicvoice.
org.uk/ We believe it’s important to be affiliated to
a body which can represent sustainable and heritageled regeneration at a national level. The charity has
lots of opportunities, which usually come via email.
The best way to find out about these is to sign up to
the TCS Yahoogroup, if you’re not a member already
(see back page for more details).

The walk also led us past the ‘Tottenham Bazaar’
which has grown up in Bruce Grove Station forecourt
over the past few years. This now sells fruit and
vegetables, lingerie, electrical items, rugs, and other
goods. We believe it has grown up without any
reference to Planning, Building Control, Health and
Safety, or other regulations. It has led to damage to

NEXT TCS COMMITTEE MEETING
This will take place at the Garden House
cafe, 410 Tottenham High Road, on
Thursday 22 July at 7.30 pm.
All welcome!
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Betting Shops - the
pernicious spread
continues
Nobody can fail to notice the endless proliferation of
betting shops all over the eastern part of Haringey.
486 Tottenham High Road is has recently become
Paddy Power. At this address there was a change
of use planning application from A1 (shop) to A2
(financial and professional services) (HGY/2010/0091)
- interesting how they don’t need to mention betting
in the planning application. There are now three
betting shops on the stretch of High Road Nos. 472486.
There has recently been a licensing application for
261a High Road (currently Everybodies Music)
to become a Paddy Power. There is considerable
local opposition to this. Development Management
Control say that there has been no change of use
planning application. We have therefore written to
Planning Enforcement asking for clarification.
However TCS has been informed that the absence
of planning permission is not a bar to the grant of a
licensing application, so long as the premises meet
the requirements for fire safety, toilets and so on.
There is a decided court case which establishes that
the licensing committee cannot insist on planning
permission being granted before they will look at the
licensing application.

Bruce Grove News
A new planning application has been received for
No.8 Bruce Grove, one of a terrace of very grand
late Georgian houses. This follows earlier planning
applications that were rejected as too insensitive to
this nationally listed building.
The new application would see four three storeyhouses built in the back garden, but these would only
have pedestrian, not vehicular access. To achieve this
a new access would be built through the side part of
the building. In previous alterations many years ago,
the main entrance was moved to the right, and in the
new plans it is proposed to return the beautiful front
door to its original position.
Meanwhile uncertainty continues to surround the
fate of No.7 Bruce Grove, semi-detached to No.8. As
many readers will know, No.7 was the home of Luke
Howard, the meterologist who invented the naming
system for clouds and who was enormously influential
in the 19th Century. No.7 has just been included in
the latest ‘Buildings at Risk’ register, published by
SAVE, and is also on English Heritage’s ‘at risk’ list.
We have heard that Haringey Council has considered
compulsory purchase for this building, which is in
a truly terrible state, but CPOs are very hard to
achieve. What is clear is that something must be done
about this building, Tottenham’s only building with
a Blue Plaque, and possibly its biggest eyesore and
embarrassment.

The other eyesore on Bruce Grove is of course the
A petition has been launched against the the new
nationally listed public toilet on the other side of the
Paddy Power at 261a High Road. The petition can be road. What everyone agrees is that it cannot ever be
accessed here: http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/no- a working public toilet again, as there is no disabled
new-betting-shop-in-seven-sisters
access and it does not meet modern regulations. On
the other hand, what other purpose could it fulfil?
Because of changes in national legislation, it has
become increasingly difficult for people to object to
Our latest suggestion is that is be restored simply as
the opening of betting shops, and for local authorities what it is, a monument to an era of civic pride. Surely
to block them from opening. Previously, they could
it would not take much to repaint the elaborate
be rejected on the grounds that there was already
wrought iron railings, to reconnect the electricity and
adequate provision of this dubious ‘service’ within
put in three new low energy light bulbs, and do a bit
a given area. Unfortunately this is no longer a valid
of occasional weeding and litter picking, would it? The
objection. Tottenham already has some 40 betting
building could then be opened on special events such
shops - how many more can it take?
as London Open House (now ‘Open City’) as one of
the finest public conveniences in the capital.
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Upcoming Events
Tower Gardens: Tottenham’s Hampstead
Garden Suburb, Saturday 3 July, 11.00am
A tour of the Tower Gardens Conservation Area.
One of the first Garden Suburbs, heavily influenced
by the Arts and Crafts Movement. The walk will
show the various stages of the development, preand post-1914, focusing on the architectural detail
of the homes, materials used, significance of street
names, surviving original tree planting and some social
history, as well as modern threats to the estate’s
character.
Meet by the gates of Lordship Recreation Ground,
Lordship Lane (opposite Waltheof Ave), N17. Bus
124 or 243.

in January 2010 bringing commercial brewing back
to Tottenham after a long absence. The brewery
is relatively small and focuses on producing quality
cask ales full of flavour and crafted in a traditional
manner using only the best natural raw materials.
The brewery is committed to sustainability and all
its power comes from renewable energy, while its
main waste, the spent grains and hops, is delivered
to a local allotment to be used for composting. It
currently produces two beers, Redemption Pale Ale
and Urban Dusk. There will be an opportunity to
sample the beers.
Meet at Unit 2, Compass West Estate, 32 West Road
(turning off Brantwood Road), Tottenham, N17 OXL.
Please note that advance booking is required for this
event -- phone 020 8347 7684 or email jrosser@
lineone.net
Tottenham Civic Society Summer Garden
Party, Sunday 25 July, 4.00pm
At: 21 Gospatrick Road, N17 7EH. Open to all TCS
members, their friends and family. So that we have an
idea of the numbers to be catered for, please RSVP
ahead of time by calling Matthew on 020 8352 2354
or emailing mattbradby@hotmail.com . We hope to
see you there!

Above - an ideal plan for a ‘Garden City’.
Boat trips along the River Lea with the Friends
of Tottenham Marshes, Saturday 10 and
Sunday 11 July
A six-hour trip on the River Lea, organised jointly
with the Friends of Tottenham Marshes. Buffet
provided. Cost £12; limited number of places on
each trip. Further information and booking details
from Rita Cottridge on 020 8808 1341.
Redemption Brewery
Saturday 24 July, 2.30pm
Tour leader: Andrew Moffat, Brewery Founder
Redemption Brewing Company started brewing

Architectural walk around Tottenham Green
conservation area, Sunday 19 September,
11.00am
An external historical guided tour around the
buildings of Tottenham Green, including 18th century
Georgian houses, the 19th century Jewish Hospital,
the Prince of Wales Hospital and Holy Trinity
Church, the ancient High Cross Monument, the old
Swan pub, the Edwardian Town Hall complex, recent
housing developments, the new Bernie Grant Arts
Centre and the recent Banksy mural. In this small
area there are 17 nationally listed and over 50 locally
listed buildings. The tour will last up to two hours
with an optional visit afterwards to the Kitap Evi
Garden cafe restaurant for refreshments.
Meet: outside Old Tottenham Town Hall, Town Hall
Approach Road, N15 4RY.
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JOIN US!

CONTACTS

I/we would like to join the Tottenham Civic Society
(TCS). Annual membership will provide four copies of
our quarterly newsletter, Civitas, attend meetings and
events, and support our campaigns to promote high
quality, heritage-led regeneration in Tottenham.

Chair: Matthew Bradby

I/we enclose a cheque for the following amount:

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: Ann Robertson

£5 unwaged

Committee members:
Stuart Chapman
Rowan Kumar
Joyce Rosser
Jane Wardlaw

£10 individuals
£7.50 per person - two or more people in the same
household

Vice-Chair: Alison Armour
Secretary: Joseph Nicholas

£15 for organisations with under 100 members

Membership enquiries:

£20 for organisations with over 100 members

61 Durban Road, Tottenham, N17 8ED
Phone: 020 8801 9654 Email: robbotwix@aol.com

Name..............................................................................
Organisation...................................................................
Address..........................................................................
.......................................................................................

TCS website:
www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org.uk
Newsletter Editor
Ann Robertson
020 8352 2354
robbotwix@aol.com

Tel..................................................................................
Email..............................................................................

Events Organiser:
Joyce Rosser, jrosser@lineone.net
020 8347 7684

Do you want to join the TCS Yahoogroup?
Yes 			

No

Would you prefer to receive your copy of Civitas by
Post			

Email

Please make cheques payable to Tottenham Civic
Society
And post to: TCS, 61 Durban Road, Tottenham,
London N17 8ED.
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TCS email network:
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/TottenhamCS/
To join this network, you need to follow the
registration process and your membership will be
confirmed by the group moderator. It’s a great way
to find out what’s going on locally.
TCS is affiliated to Civic Voice, the new national
charity that represents local civic and amenity
societies. Visit their website at:
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/
We are also affiliated to the London Forum of
Amenity and Civic Societies - visit their website at:
http://www.londonforum.org.uk/

