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Welcome
A big thank you to all the contributors of this bumper
issue. Without you all it wouldn’t be possible to put a
newsletter together at all. Keep sending in the
articles and news please (contact details on back
page). Share your ideas and tell us if you think we
could do better

have suggested a meteorological museum but what seems
more likely is that a property developer may acquire it to
turn it into flats, and seek to build more in the back
garden. Currently it is a blot on the landscape that gives a
terrible impression of the area.

Second on the list is Warmington House, dating from
1828, former home of famous engineer John Alfred
Prestwich (1874-1952), Grade II listed and part of the
Tottenham Hotspur development area. In their draft plans
Thanks to everyone who has recently joined TCS and
for the new stadium, the club’s architects have proposed
to all those who have renewed their membership. This
demolishing this grand three storey building, in order to
is the last reminder for those members who have
create a public space. I think this is a terrible waste and
forgotten to renew their membership, please use the
that the club have been ill-advised. Currently the building
form on the back cover otherwise this will be the last
is hedged in on either side by poor 20th C additions,
CIVITAS that you receive.
which could easily be demolished. The area in front,
currently laid to concrete and
Tottenham’s Georgian Buildings Under
used to park a burger van on
Threat.
At a Glance
match days, could be restored as
Matthew Bradby
a garden with trees, with a
Georgian Buildings
decorative railing as it would
The other day when walking in North Tottenham, I began have had originally. With a little Under Threat
to count in my head the number of Georgian buildings in imagination, Warmington House Front cover-Page 2
the area that are under serious threat, and was shocked to could be made an integral and
New Plan for
be able to think of so many.
valuable part of the new scheme. Haringey
The four King Georges reigned from 1714 to 1830 and
during ‘the long eighteenth century’ a vast amount of new
building, in classical style, took place. A significant
number of these Georgian buildings survive in
Tottenham, and nearly all have national Grade II or Grade
II* listing. Unlike Victorian architecture, Georgian
architecture has never really been out of fashion for any
length of time and English Heritage will generally list a
building that dates from before about 1830 without too
much trouble. People generally expect that these
nationally listed buildings will be well cared for and that
developers will work to incorporate them sensitively into
new schemes. They would therefore be quite surprised by
the situation in Tottenham.

The other Georgian building
threatened by the new stadium is
Fletcher House, also dating from
around 1828, a very pretty Grade
II listed building. Unlike
Warmington House, Fletcher
House lies very close to the
footprint of the new stadium, so
it would be difficult to save in its
current location. Has any thought
been given to dismantling it and
re-erecting it in another part of
the High Road?

The latest building to be added to
First in the list of Georgian buildings under threat is the
the list is Moselle House, on the
notorious Grade II listed 7 Bruce Grove, former home of western side of the High Road
the ‘Namer of Clouds’, Bruce Howard (1772-1864). Until just to the south of the Spurs site.
recently occupied on the lower ground floor by a taxi
A sign has just appeared advising
office, it is now completely derelict and only protected
that it is for sale by auction as a
from the elements by sheets of corrugated iron. People
‘development opportunity’.
joke that the only thing holding it together is the Blue
Moselle House, possibly dating
Plaque. It is currently for sale, for anyone who wishes to from 1715, is also Grade II listed
purchase the freehold or undertake a joint venture. People
Cont. on page 2
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and takes its name from the stream that runs in a culvert
below the ground in front of it. Moselle House has a
lovely garden, with an old brick wall running down the
side of Church Road. We have to fear that the
development potential referred to is the garden, and we
will shortly be opposing a planning application for blocks
of flats in it. The area in front has some beautiful mature
trees but unfortunately someone thinks this is a good
place to keep the burger van that moves to Warmington
House on match days.

believe this is owned by Haringey Council and was used
as accommodation. Last time I looked it was boarded up
though squatters appeared to have broken in and there was
a huge accumulation of detritus around the building. What
is the fate of this building? It seems to be little known.
The picture isn’t all bad. We can only be impressed by
No.810/812 High Road, the beautiful townhouse that has
just been restored to match No.808 (see below). It now
makes an enormous contribution to the North Tottenham

The beautifully restored 810/812 High Road (left)

I won’t repeat the story of 596 and 598 High Road here,
but suffice to note that of these two modest but locally
listed early 19th C buildings with historic connections, 596
was illegally demolished and 598 looks as if it will shortly
collapse into the space that it left behind. Many other
Georgian buildings along the High Road and in Bruce
Grove are heavily obscured by paint, plastic signage and
uPVC double glazing.
The final building that I want to mention is the large and
unloved Georgian house just off Monument Way. I

Conservation Area, and shows the potential that these
buildings have to change perception of an area. However
one passer-by, who asked why we were looking at the
building and on being told that it was 300 years old,
replied that we obviously thought she was a fool because
she lived around the corner and ‘it was a brand new
building, they only finished it last week!’ There is also
keen anticipation around Tottenham Hotspur’s proposals
to refurbish Northumberland Terrace, the imposing
Georgian parade to the north of Dial House. We will be
watching with great interest.

TOTTENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEEDS YOU!
The TCS committee is looking for more members! Do you ever wonder about what goes on ‘behind the
scenes’ and how decisions regarding TCS are made? Have you got ideas to suggest? Why not bring your
talents and skills to our committee meetings and get involved? You will be made to feel most welcome.
Committee meetings are held every other month, are open to all members and last about two hours.
Currently we meet at the San Marco Restaurant, Bruce Grove, Tottenham, N17
The next committee meeting will be held on 16th July at 7.30
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Core Strategy "will set out the vision and key policies for
the future development of the borough up to 2026. It
takes forward the priorities of Haringey's Sustainable
Haringey has recently launched a public consultation on a Community Strategy and other plans and strategies to
identify a vision for Haringey as a place to live, work and
document with the rather unwieldy title of "A New Plan
for Haringey, 2011-2016: Haringey's Local Development visit and will contain key policies and an implementation
framework to deliver the vision ... (It) will go beyond
Framework Core Strategy
traditional land use planning and consider other plans and
Preferred Options". This is part of the process of
strategies that influence the use of land and the way that
developing the Local Development Framework, which
places around us look and work. It will cover the
replaces the Unitary Development Plan which local
physical aspects of location and land use but also address
authorities were previously required to draw up, and
other factors that make places attractive, sustainable and
which is intended to set the guidelines for the
successful, such as social and economic matters.
development of the borough. The changed titled and
Preparation of policies will be subject to a sustainability
format are intended to indicate that it has a wider scope
than the UDP it replaces, although it covers pretty much appraisal. This promotes sustainable strategies and
policies through an assessment of their social,
the same issues: employment, housing, population
environmental and economic impacts". All very
growth, open spaces, conservation, culture and leisure,
important, as we're sure you'll agree.
town centres, and so on. It is, as you might expect, a
lengthy document: just over one hundred pages,
We urge all TCS members to either download a copy
including notes and appendices, and thus not something
from the council's website (the URL is very long, but if
that one would expect to form a normal part of one's
you go to www.haringey.gov.uk and type "new plan
bedtime reading.
for haringey" into the search box on the front page
Nevertheless, it is an important document, on which it is you'll be taken straight to the document) or to ask for a
copy at their local library. And to comment -- the public
important for people with an interest in the future of the
consultation is open until 30 June 2009.
borough to comment. As stated in the introduction, the

A New Plan for Haringey, 2011-2016

Joseph Nicholas

TCS Garden Party August 2nd, 1-6p.m
All members are invited to Tottenham Civic Society’s Garden Party which will
be graciously hosted by Matthew Bradby. The theme is Brazilian. It will be
a good way to meet other members in a relaxed and very pleasant
environment. Please help to make it a great success by coming along with a
contribution of food and/or drink. A collection will be held to
fund raise towards the cost of Wards Corner Coalition’s
legal expenses. Sunny weather has been ordered so we are
set to have a really good day.
Matthew’s address is: 21 Gospatrick Road
Tottenham
London N17
Tel: 0208 352 2354
Please RSVP Matthew beforehand
to let him know you are coming.
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The Demise of the Civic Trust
Joseph Nicholas
The Civic Trust is the umbrella organisation for 700
Civic Societies across the country, representing a quarter
of a million people who care passionately about their environment, and was founded in 1957 to champion the
built environment and Britain's historic buildings and
places. From the outset, it focused on improvement and
higher standards as well as conservation, and its work has
included town centre improvements, urban regeneration,
the reuse of derelict and vacant land and the protection
and enhancement of our built heritage. Without it, Britain could look very different -- in London, Covent Garden would have a six-lane highway ploughing through
it; Piccadilly Circus would have been redeveloped with
glass and steel buildings, wider roads, and pedestrians
exiled to high-level walkways; and Whitehall between
Parliament Street and the Embankment would have been
flattened for redevelopment. Historic towns like York,
Bath, Berwick-on-Tweed and Chester would have been
damaged beyond recognition; roads and streets would be
lined with advertising hoardings; demolition of historic
buildings would have been uncontrolled; and conservation areas would not exist (they were established under
Civic Amenities Act, which the Trust helped promote).
The Trust's website -- www.civictrust.org.uk -- lists an
impressive range of activities: the Civic Trust Awards,
the Heritage Open Days, the Green and Purple Flag
schemes, support for start up and small enterprises in areas of economic disadvantage, programmes to improve
high streets and make night-time town centres more
attractive....but then, on 16 April, came the e-mail bombshell from the Trust's recently appointed chair, Philip
Kolvin:"As many of you will be aware, the Civic Trust's
financial position has come under severe pressure since
the loss of the Green Flag contract last summer. Despite
this, the financial forecasts for the Trust have been that
the Trust would maintain its solvency through the course
of the current financial year. However, a number of recent events have caused a revision of those forecasts.
These have included a failure to attract sufficient funding
from Purple Flag, poor results from the fundraising appeal to our membership, a significant drop in the number
of BizFizz and High Street UK programmes won in recent months, and an unsuccessful bid to the Empowerment Fund."

the next few months is unlikely to be achieved". The
Trustees had therefore met on 15 April to consider options for the Trust's future, including a merger with another organisation or a scaling back of the number and
scope of its programmes, but had "with great regret
concluded that the Trust will not be able to continue to
operate on a solvent basis and resolved to place the Trust
into Administration".
He continued: "This has been an agonising decision. The
Trustees are acutely aware of the Trust's fifty-two year
history and legacy. We are extremely conscious of our
obligations to members, staff, donors and other stakeholders. Because of these responsibilities, the Trustees
believe it is essential that this action is taken now. Working with the Administrator we aim to ensure that, where
possible, key programmes currently in place are handed
over to other organisations to continue delivery with the
minimum of disruption."
He felt, nevertheless, that "with more than 700 active societies across the country, the Civic Society movement
will continue and thrive ... I am, as I have always been,
suffused with admiration for their expertise, their endeavour and the contribution they make ... The Trustees have
identified possible options for how ongoing support
can be provided for the Civic Societies Programme and
will make recommendations to the Administrator; however, it will be for the Administrator to determine
whether or not these options are feasible."

This all sounds pretty disastrous, and so it is. But a close
reading of Philip Kolvin's e-mail suggests that the Trust's
problems were long-standing, and had to some extent
been brought into closer focus by the economic recession: "The difficulty with which I and the Board have
grappled is that the amount generated by Civic Society
subscriptions is wholly inadequate to sustain even a skeletal movement. There was a need to increase income
from societies four-fold to put in place the most basic elements of a national movement (which) proved impossible
in circumstances in which we did not have even individual contact details for members and there was no proper
fund-raising function or capability within the organisation. I am very proud of what we have managed (but)
pulling off what we did against the declining economic
function of the Trust was always a race against time ...
Furthermore, I am acutely aware of the disjuncture between many societies and central office, which I suspect
has long beleaguered the organisation... It now needs
He said that the Trustees had been "examining ways of
grassroots members of vision and energy to start afresh
addressing this shortfall" but that despite some restructurwith a new organisation, working within its means and
ing "it has become clear that severe funding constraints
building gradually from the bottom, rather than relying
being imposed on local authorities and our other current
on the efforts of a relatively remote corporate structure.
and potential funders as a result of the credit crunch will
mean that even our current, modest financial forecast for
Cont. on page 5
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larger network and the implied support of everyone else
who shares our concerns about the quality of life and the
(If) the charitable objectives of this organisation can be
built environment. But then again, this is why the Loncarried forward, albeit in a new format, nothing
don Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies was estabwould give us greater pleasure. I salute the civic societies lished: to provide the network for discussion and action
and wish them increasing success in the future."
which the Civic Trust did not, and which by virtue of it
smaller compass and more "local" coverage will be of
Silence then reigned until an e-mail arrived on 28 May
rather more direct relevance to us.
from Griff Rhys Jones, the President of the Civic Trust, in
which he announced the imminent launch of the Civic
All we can say at this point, therefore, is that matters are
Society Initiative: "There have been offers of help from
in flux. When we have more news to report, we will do
all quarters and we have found new friends in local govso.
ernment, professional bodies and other community and
charity organisations ... By combining the generous finan- Two Tings Campaign
cial and practical support of organisations coming to the
aid of the movement with your own practical help and
Living Streets, the national charity working to create
donations, we can build a new movement to support and
safe, attractive and enjoyable streets around the UK
champion community action for local places ... The
is working with Joseph Young, the towpath ranger at
National Trust is providing the resources we need for
British Waterways London on the Two Tings campaign.
someone experienced to lead the initiative for a year. The
Campaign to Protect Rural England and the Royal InstiThe basic premise is that we set up at a particular
tute of British Architects are supporting us in kind and
location on the canal for a specific time period, and
providing office space. The North of England Civic Trust then stop cyclists, pedestrians, joggers etc to
is expecting to provide a temporary 'charitable home' for
educate them about Two Tings and the towpath Code of
our staff and money. English Heritage has stepped in to
Conduct, which generally promotes responsible use of
ensure Heritage Open Days are secure for 2009. Blackthe towpath.
pool Council is supporting a convention for the moveVolunteers are being sought for Thursday 2nd July –
ment on 15 and 16 October to be hosted by Blackpool
River Lee towpath, by Stonebridge
Civic Trust ... I am delighted to say that Tony Burton is
Lock (Haringey) – 4.30-6.30pm
available to take on the leadership role. He is currently
the National Trust's Director of Strategy and External AfTo volunteer or to obtain further information, contact:
fairs and spent 13 years at CPRE, leaving as Deputy DiJoseph Young
rector in 2001. Tony was also a founder trustee of
Towpath Ranger
Heritage Link and chaired its environmental equivalent
British Waterways London
Wildlife and Countryside Link. We are also extremely
1
Sheldon Square
fortunate that Ian Harvey, whom many of you know from
Paddington Central
the Civic Trust, is keen to be involved."
London W2 6TT
T: 07899 837612
So what, exactly, does all this mean for us? In the short
F: 020 7985 7201
term, perhaps not very much -- although we paid an anE: joseph.young@ britishwaterways .co.uk
nual affiliation fee to the Trust and received a quarterly
electronic newsletter and offers of training, we were otherwise very much engaged on our own projects: promoting ourselves at local festivals, responding to local
planning applications, publishing newsletters and organising events for our members....all of which we will continue to do but none of which involved the Civic Trust at
any point or are likely to involve the Civic Society Initiative either. In the medium term, depending on what the
Administrator does with the Trust's assets and what
emerges from the new Initiative, we might regain access
to the reservoir of expertise built up by the Trust over the
years of its existence and on which we would be able to
draw as and when needed. In the longer term -- again depending on what the Initiative does -- we might recapture
the sense of "belonging" that comes with membership of a

Green Lanes Festival
The Green Lanes Festival is on Sunday Sept. 20th from
lunchtime until late afternoon. It is being held on
European Car Free Day and a chunk of Green Lanes,
from the Salisbury Pub at St Ann's Road to the area where
Sainsbury's is, is being closed for the event.
There will be stalls run by groups and organisations, food,
music and dance etc. The whole thing is envisaged as a
weekend event with walks , films, schools involved and
plenty of other things going on.
For offers of help or further details contact: Ian Sygrave 0208 341 4645 email: lcsp@blueyonder.co.uk
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Exploring Tottenham’s Heritage
a series of free events
organised by Tottenham Civic Society
Architectural walk around Tottenham Green
Conservation Area
Date: 11.00am Sunday 21st June
Tour leaders: Matthew Bradby and Joyce
Rosser
External historical guided tour around the buildings of
Tottenham Green, including C18 Georgian houses, C19
Jewish Hospital, Prince of Wales Hospital and Holy
Trinity Church, ancient High Cross Monument, old
Swan pub, Edwardian Town Hall complex, recent
housing developments and new Bernie Grant Arts
Centre. In this small area there are 17 national listed
buildings and over 50 locally listed buildings. Tour will
last up to two hours.
Meet: outside Old Tottenham Town Hall, Town Hall
Approach Road, N15 4RY. Nearest tube is Seven Sisters,
numerous buses along the High Road.

were designed by Benedict Williamson. The celebration
of Masses in English, Spanish and Polish, and the
existence of seven choirs/music groups that span different
cultures and ages, is an indication of the diversity of the
1800 strong Sunday Mass attendance. The Art Nouveau
style mosaics within the church anticipate and reflect this
“mosaic” of cultures.
Meet outside the church, High Road, (junction with St
Ann’s Road), N15. Nearest tube is Seven Sisters, 67 bus
from Turnpike Lane, numerous buses along the High
Road.

Drapers Company
Date: to be announced
Tour leader: Penny Fussell, Drapers’
Company Archivist

Arms of the Drapers' Company

Tottenham Town Hall

St. Ignatius Church
Date: 3.00pm Saturday 4th July
Tour leader: Father Peter Randall
In 1892 Cardinal Herbert Vaughn, the Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Westminster, invited the Jesuits to start a
parish, and also elementary and secondary schools for
boys. If viewed from the High Road, St Ignatius Primary
is cupped around the Jesuit presbytery and church.
The secondary school of St Ignatius College moved to
Enfield in 1968. Its previous site is still awaiting
development. The college and the Grade 11 listed church
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From its origins as a medieval guild, the Drapers’
Company, ranked third in precedence of the Great
Twelve Livery Companies of the City of London, today
has wide ranging interests and responsibilities including
administering charitable trusts relating to the relief of
need, education and almshouses. This tour of the
Drapers’ Hall (one and three quarter hour) will cover the
history of the organisation and describe its buildings in
Tottenham – the Drapers’ College (later Tottenham High
School for Girls, now flats) and the Drapers’ Almshouses
in Bruce Grove.
Meet at the Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton Street. Nearest
tube is Bank.
For an interesting sneak preview of The Draper’s
Company, its history as well as its modern role, visit their
website: http://www.thedrapers.co.uk/index.html

TCS and other events dates to put in your diary

100 Year Anniversary of the First
All British Flight
Sunday 12th July 1pm - 4pm
Walthamstow Marshes
Tottenham High Road Historic Corridor walk Lea Bridge Road
Leyton, E10
(this is an Open House London event)
Date: Sunday 20th September 11a.m.
Walk leaders: Matthew Bradby and Stuart
Chapman
All of Tottenham High Road is in conservation areas.
This external historical tour will include Ward’s Corner,
the Jewish Hospital, Georgian town houses, Edwardian
Town Hall complex including new Bernie Grant Arts
Centre, Holy Trinity Church, the old Swan pub, Palace
Theatre, ancient High Cross Monument, restored
Edwardian and Victorian shopping terraces, and much
more.

Celebrating 100 years since A.V. Roe built and flew his
Triplane over the marshes. He used a locally produced
JAP engine to power his plane. By July 23 1909 he’d
flown some 900ft and the Aero Club recognised him as
the first Englishman to design, build and fly an all-British
aeroplane. There will be a replica of Roe’s Triplane at the
free event.

Meet Outside Old Tottenham Hall, Town Hall Approach
Road, N15 4RY.

Tottenham Carnival
Saturday 20th June 11a.m - 4p.m.
Bruce Castle Museum
Lordship Lane
Tottenham
London N17
TCS will have a stall, along with other history related
groups and organisations, on the lawn in front of the
museum. It is a very popular event and usually well
attended and of course the museum is open to the public well worth a visit. Do pop by and say hello to us and if
you can offer an hour or two to give a volunteer a break
that would be very much appreciated. Phone or email
your offers of help to: Ann 0208 801 9654.

Image of A.V. Roe’s Triplane

How to get there
The event will take place at Walthamstow Marshes
(behind Lee Valley Ice Centre), Lea Bridge Road, Leyton,
London E10 7QL.
By Rail: Clapton Station is a 15 minute walk from
Walthamstow Marshes.
By Bus: There is a bus stop situated a five minute walk
from the Marshes on Lea Bridge Road.
Bus numbers 48, 55 and 56 all stop along Lea Bridge
Road.
By Car: Car parking can be found at Lee Valley Ice
Centre. Car parking stewards will be on site to direct you.

PLUS
Apart from the Carnival in the main park area, Bruce In August or September there will be a TCS visit to see
Castle Museum will be putting n many Tudor-related the improvements at Markfield Park and to visit the
historic Grade II listed Beam Engine.

activities during the day. Call into the Musuem and
pick up a copy of their ‘What’s On’ leaflet for
details.

Advance Notice
Tottenham Civic Society General Members' Meeting
2pm Sunday 4th October at Bruce Castle Museum
Quentin Given on Tottenham Hale developments and
David Cotteridge on Tottenham Marshes. Might also
include proposals for the end of the gyratory system.

Have you any thoughts or ideas for places to visit in
future programmes of events? It’s a great opportunity to
tell us where to go!
For information or suggestions about TCS events
www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org.uk
020 8347 7684 or jrosser@lineone.net
Although all reasonable care is taken, people taking part
in TCS events do so at their own risk.
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A Walk Across the Old Parish of Tottenham
In March, for the second year running, Tottenham Civic
Society organised a five-mile heritage walk from
Alexandra Palace to Bruce Castle to cover eight
conservation areas and ten parks. This year a hundred
people took part- the most popular event TCS has
organised so far.

offices before being purchased by Haringey Council. In
the 1980s the roof and upper storeys were added.

On the south side of Lordship Lane is Noel Park
conservation area, named after Ernest Noel MP who was
chairman of the Artisans, Labourers and General
Dwellings Co. The high quality and well designed houses
as well as St Mark’s Church were designed by Roland
Plumbe between 1883 and 1907, with further additions in
1927. Noel Park School began life in 1889 as a Board
Alexandra Palace was originally in Tottenham so the
School. Recent developments such as modern porches,
walk was billed as one "across the old parish of
UPVC windows and satellite dishes have damaged the
Tottenham”. The Palace and Park became part of Wood
appearance of individual houses but it still remains an
Green in 1899 with the creation of Wood Green Urban
District Council. We left Alexandra Park and crossed over impressive estate.
the railway bridge at Alexandra Palace station to Wood
We went through Russell Park, then Belmont Recreation
Green Common conservation area. The Gate pub
Ground and into historic Downhills Park which has a
(originally the Palace Gate, then the Starting Gate) was
much deserved Green Flag for the improvements made in
built in 1873 and is Grade II listed. On Bridge Road we
recent years partially due to the efforts of the an active
saw eight Victorian railway workers cottages and in
Friends group. At Lordship Recreation Ground, Dave
Dorset Road twelve cottages built in 1907.
Morris from Friends of Lordship Rec described the plans
for its regeneration, which include deculverting the
We passed through Avenue Gardens and continued to
Moselle Brook and landscaping it.
Bounds Green Road where we entered Trinity Gardens
conservation area. Trinity Gardens was named after
Leaving Lordship Rec, we entered the Tower Gardens
Trinity Wesleyan Methodist Chapel which was built in
conservation area which like Noel Park is a pioneering
1871. This is now the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of St
estate of high quality working class housing, built by the
Mary. We stopped at the 21 ft high granite obelisk,
fountains and animal drinking troughs erected in 1879 to London County Council between 1904 and 1913. It is one
of the earliest Arts and Crafts style cottage garden
commemorate the life and work of Catherine Smithies,
founder of the Band of Mercy movement and campaigner suburbs along with Hampstead Garden Suburb.
for temperance. Nightingale Primary School is Grade II
All Hallows Road brought us to Bruce Castle
listed. It was built in 1899 as Wood Green Higher Grade
conservation area, to the Grade II* listed Priory,
Board School 1899, then became Trinity County
originally a private house but now the vicarage for All
Grammar School and later part of St Thomas More
Hallows Church, the original Tottenham parish church.
School. Wood Green Baptist Church on the corner of
Tottenham Cemetery conservation area was bypassed
Braemar Road was built in 1907 by the same architect
because by this time people were tired and the weather
who build the church (now a pub) in Muswell Hill
Broadway.The 1855 Fishmongers Arms at the junction of looked threatening, but we did glance at the Lodge, which
has now been restored and converted into the new
Trinity Road and High Road has been restored and
Mortuary, and at Prospect Place cottages, a row of
converted into flats.
Regency cottages built to commemorate victory over
Napoleon. We ended the walk at the Grade I listed Bruce
We continued past the Civic Centre, built in 1958 to
Castle Museum where we had refreshments.
replace Woodside House as Wood Green Town Hall
which became Haringey Civic Centre in 1965 and is very
Further information
typical of 1950s architecture and design. In fact the style
of the council chamber resembles aspects of the Royal
Details of all Haringey conservation areas, parks, national
Festival Hall. Recent attempts to get the Civic Centre
listed have failed but another attempt is likely to be made. and locally listed buildings can be found on Haringey
Council’s website: http://www.haringey.gov.uk/index/
community_and_leisure.htm
We cut around the back of Wood Green underground
Books: B.Cherry and N.Pevsner, The Buildings of
station by going along Cranbrook Park, which gives a
England: London 4 North
striking view of the Crown Court. This 1865 Gothic
A.Pinching, Wood Green Past
building was originally the Royal Masonic School with
Bruce Castle Museum: publications, photos, archives
200 boys; it then became a training college; then gas
etc.
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Nancy Tait

Haringey Sustainability events

Fred Clark
Nancy, born 12 February 1920, died earlier this year on
13 February 2009. She was born in Enfield and spent
most of her life there. Her life's work affects the well
being of people all over the world. Her small charity was
run from offices just north of Haringey in Bush Hill Park.
Nancy's husband died from mesothelioma, a cancer
caused by contact with asbestos. Her response to the
unscrupulous and ruthless response of the authorities to
her husband's death sparked her life's work. She worked
tirelessly for sufferers from asbestos poisoning and their
families. When some experts used the results of electron
microscopy studies to compromise compensation
applications she decided to get her own electron
microscope and so proved them wrong.
In due course, she became an accepted authority on
asbestos related conditions by submerging herself - with
the help of others - in the legalities and technicalities of
the problems associated with this dangerous material and,
when occasion demanded it, she did not hesitate to take
on the medical profession, the government and industry at
their own game. She showed such steely determination.
Nancy was awarded the MBE, a Doctorate from
Southampton University and was the first woman to
obtain the Sypol Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Institution of Occupational Safety and Health. Not bad for
a "meddling amateur" - the words of an industrial
spokesman! On her death an Early Day Motion in the
House was signed by some 50 of our Mps.

Sat June 20th - NO! to climate change & capitalism
10.30am @ Wood Green Shopping City (probably outside Boots)
Stall/leafleting. Organised by Haringey Solidarity Group.
Sat June 20th - Eco Green Holistic Healing Show
11am-4pm @ Shropshire Hall, Gladstone Ave, N22.
Fun, energy saving, pampering, natural home made
products, food share. Organised by Thrusted Market.
Sun Jun 21st - Hillfield Park, N10 Street Party
For local residents - with a green theme. Organised by
the Hillfield St James Residents Association.
Thurs June 25th - Film Show: The ‘Age of Stupid’
7pm @ West Green Learning Centre, West Green Road,
N15
Organised by Haringey Independent Cinema.
Fri/Sat June 26/7th - Tottenham Food Co-op and Cafe
12-3pm @ Broadwater Farm Community Centre, 1 Adams Rd,N17
Market stalls/cafe. Organised by Tottenham Food Co-op,
and Back To Earth.
Sat June 27th - South Tottenham Going Green
12-4pm @ Chestnuts Community Centre, Chestnuts Park,
St Ann's Rd N15.
Food, stalls, drumming, info, plants/books swap, Dr
Bike, displays and films. Organised by and for local
residents.
Sun June 28th - Arts, Crafts & Nature Appreciation
Funday
12-4pm @ In Queens Wood (‘Witches Coven’ open
space), N10
Including lots of stuff for kids. Organised by Friends
of Queen's Wood

Community Payback
Dave Morris.

Nancy Tait, MBE

Nancy, do rest in peace. Yours is a life to celebrate and I
am so proud to have known you.

Just thought I'd make you aware of a couple of websites i
came across as a result literally of picking up a copy of
the freesheet Haringey Advertiser newspaper from the
street and noticing a full page advert inviting people to
vote on what young offenders should do in Haringey
websites: http://communitypayback.direct.gov.uk/
and http://www.london-probation.org.uk/how_we_work/
community_payback.aspx are linked.
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Memories of the Palace Gates Railway
Mary L Craine
I thought you might like to share a bit of local history -when we were kids we used to put farthings on the rails
so that when the train had passed they looked like
halfpennies, and similarly, you might get a hapenny to
look like a penny when it was flattened (although I don't
think they ever bought a comic). When the plate layers
came to work we used to climb on the flatback wagons
for a ride much to the consternation of elderly
neighbours. We also put our ears to the rails to listen for
oncoming trains -- copying what was done in the westerns
at the Ritz cinema at Turnpike Lane Saturday morning
pictures. Regardless of risks to life and limb there was
never any question of damaging or taking anything which
didn't belong to us. It was fun. There was a standard
model iron bridge where the path now joins Downhills
Park Road to Langham/Graham. The drivers would
sometimes see us on the bridge and pull the whistle as
they passed under. Standing on the wooden boards as the
deafening smoke and steam hissed up was a bit like Liza
Minelli doing her scream in Cabaret.
There were excursion trains in the holidays -- not sure
where they went but they were push and pulls, the engine
staying at the same end of the train, pulling out and
pushing back, I think because there was no turntable so
they just shunted it up a bit of a siding with points to
change over to the other track. The same tickets were
sometimes used a few times over and we would wave as
we went past home and mum was instructed to wave back
from the kitchen window at the scheduled time. We
bought our tickets at Noel Park station next to where
Argos is now. During the war there were antiaircraft
guns on flatbacks and many bombs were aimed along the
line. They missed but you can see the gaps in the houses
where they did land and the newer buildings don't quite
match. My brother had a biscuit tin of shrapnel collected
from along the railway.
There was a goods yard where the Sandlings now stand
and the local coal merchant would load up there and
deliver massive sacks which hardly got through the door.
What giants those coalmen were!
Local and retired railwaymen worked the allotments
which used to be of considerable length and this
continued right through until Beeching tore up the lines.
My brother was a mainline fireman at Hornsey loco and
took on an allotment. While it was still open through
under the bridge there were frequent visits from the new
flats in the Sandlings and my mother once remonstrated
with a large youth who had been sent by his mother
complete with saucepan to
gather the peas and beans which we had grown.
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Righteously unafraid she relieved the youth of the
saucepan and its contents inviting a return visit for the
mother to reclaim her pot. Halcyon days, no fear of
weapons then! Nor a visit from the police as a result of
her infringing on his right to steal. (Now of course
produce is stolen from the allotments at night, wholesale,
obviously by people whose gardens back on to the
allotments. The Turkish man from Sirdar Road has many
times had specific crops stolen and the Greek man from
Mannock Road had all his salad crop stolen last year.)
In later years the whole of the allotments were covered
with the excavations from the vast channel dug to house
the massive Moselle conduit which stretches the length of
the allotment back down
Downhills Park Road, along Downhills Way and beyond,
and in the other direction towards Wood Green. (This
stopped the annual flooding of
Green Lanes). Topsoil? I don't think so. It was all clay
and rubble and railway clinker. What a transformation
now. It just shows you what the passage of time and
generations of plants and animals can do -- with a bit of
help from the people who grow things. The most missed
by me is not the sound of the shunters' whistles and the
goods trains at night outside my window and the way the
windows used to rattle to signal a faster train, but the
hedgehog families who used to freely roam where they
pleased, and call in to treat your garden well, and then
move on. Some creatures cannot be contained and those
we miss the most.
But it is nice to hear the sounds of hoes and spades and
the friendly talk of cabbages and things beyond the
hedge....

Postscript from Bob Rust
For very many years the line was known as "The Laundry
Line" as it conveyed many Wood Greeners to a huge
laundry at North Woolwich.
The trains were unusual in that travelling south the driver
was in the guards van where there was a duplicate set of
controls while the guard rode on the footplate with the
fireman. This was necessary as there was nowhere at
Palace Gates for the loco to be turned and pass the train.
The building behind Wood Green Shopping City thought
by some to be the goods office was in fact one of Wood
Green's two slaughter houses. (The other was in Station
Road behind the Northmet.) The goods office was in the
sidings/coal yard which was at the then dead end of
Pelham Road.
Cont. On page 11

Cont. From page 10
The slaughter house wasn't a huge industrial place: it
belonged to what used to be called a "killing butcher", he
bought on the hoof to supply his shop. According to my
old Mum when she was a child c.1914/15 the butcher's
shop was originally in the little station "forecourt". When
we talked about it many years later (she died in 1999) she
could not remember if the butcher moved into the shop
that became Straker's or the one next door.

Method of donating:
1. Cheques made out to the Wards Corner Community
Coalition. Cheques either given to those below or sent to
PO Box 25687, London N17 6FW
2. Bank Transfer to WCC CO-OP account:
Bank account number: 65333725 00 Sort Code: 089299

3. Cash donations given in person to Candy Amsden,
Mital Patel, Wendy Keenan, Sara Hall, Victoria Alvarez,
Ruth Allen or to groups or organisations within the Wards
Wards Corner Community Coalition Funding Corner Community Coalition and those that are
supportive of its aims or sympathetic to them.

Appeal For Judicial Review
Mital Patel and Candy Amsden

The WCC would like to give a heartfelt “thank you” to all
those who have supported the campaign so far. Without
you we would not have had the mandate to go forward. A
real community spirit has developed and we have shown
that we are cohesive and united. The £8,000 raised so far
shows an amazing strength of feeling about this cause
which was both astonishing and humbling.
We have been successful at Stage One and a date has
been set for the main hearing on 16th and 17th June.
Even though Grainger have lost £143 million and have no
plans to develop until 2011, they had asked in court for
the case to be rushed through – a move that we find
puzzling. Perhaps they hope to shore-up their ailing
portfolio before selling-on the planning permission for
Wards Corner???
As a result we need to fund-raise urgently. Haringey
Council and Grainger would be delighted if we
withdrew due to lack of funding but we must not let
them win by default. We can do this with your
continued help and support and if we are successful
with this mass appeal for donations. Whatever you
can afford – be it £5 or £50 - alongside our other
fundraising efforts (see attached leaflet), will make a
valued contribution to this campaign.
We must stop Haringey Council and Grainger from
destroying livelihoods and buildings at Wards Corner,
especially in these uncertain and worrying times.
Sustainable re-use of existing buildings, enabling existing
businesses and livelihoods to benefit from regeneration
has always been “the better plan”. And that can happen if
we, as a community, overturn at Judicial Review,
Haringey Council’s incomprehensible decision to prefer a
failing developer peddling an unsustainable plan, to the
manifest wishes of the local community.

4. Pay pal: www.wardscornercommunity.org.uk
You can all help further by showing this appeal to those
people that may be able to help also. We plan to give a
thank you event to all of you once we have crossed this
hurdle. For more information please visit our website
www.wardscornercommunity.org.uk.

The Fountain Pub
TCS has sent a written objection to the Planning
Inspectorate to the Appeal from the developer who wants
to build blocks of flats in the garden of The Fountain pub
on West Green Road. Our view is that the garden is a vital
piece of green space, and will become more vital if plans
to build huge new blocks of flats in nearby Lawrence
Road get the go-ahead. The Fountain, with garden, should
be part of the plan to regenerate Tottenham, not another
symptom of its decline.

The Freemasons Pub
A planning application to demolish the Freemasons Pub
and build nine flats with office/retail on ground floor
which had been rejected by the council because of a)
effect on character and appearance of the area and b)
effect of vehicular and pedestrian traffic, has been
allowed on appeal. This pub isn't in Tottenham (it's in
Wood Green) and it isn't in a conservation area but it's an
attractive 1930s building in a prominent position. It will
be interesting (depressing?) to see what replaces it.

Haringey in Bloom 2009
Get ideas, advice and details on how to transform your
garden by following guidelines for sustainability and then
enter the competition by phoning: 020 8489 1000 or by
visiting: .http://www.haringey.gov.uk/index/
community_and_leisure/greenspaces/getting_involved/
inbloom/hib09.htm
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High Road Planters

Join Us!
I/we would like to join the Tottenham Civic Society
(TCS). Annual membership will provide four
quarterly copies of the TCS newsletter CIVITAS
and the opportunity to participate in ventures
undertaken by TCS to promote and preserve the
interests of Tottenham’s history and future.
I/we enclose a cheque for the following amount:
£5 unwaged, students and retired

Tottenham Civic Society and some local residents have
complained about the state of the planters (flower beds)
on the west side of the High Road which are the responsibility of Transport for London (TfL). There are ten planters running from Seven Sisters Road tube station to the
junction with Town Hall Approach Road. They front the
1890s former Jewish Hospital (now Sycamore Gardens
flats) and the 1930s Tottenham College of Technology
building (now CONEL). Both these handsome buildings
are locally listed.

Name……………………………………………

The planters are untended, overgrown with weeds, and
generally an eyesore in the conservation area. Local residents first complained in 2007. They discovered that TfL
have a contract with a private firm which is meant to
maintain the planters. It is clear that the contract isn’t
monitored by TfL. Following recent criticisms, the two
planters by Seven Sisters tube entrances have been replanted but without removing the weeds which have
sprouted up again. After other complaints the weeds
around the shrubs in the remaining planters were cut
down (not removed) but they will soon regrow and start to
look dreadful again. The attractive horse trough contains
just weeds and litter. Joanne McCartney, our GLA member, has taken up some of these concerns but a long term
solution is needed. TCS will be pursuing this.

Organisation …………………………..

Stand & Deliver! Highwaymen in Haringey

Address …………………………………..

Bruce Castle Museum’s archivist, Clare Stephens, is giving a talk at Bruce Castle Museum on 7.30p.m. 24th June.
Hear facts and myths about highwaymen such as Dick
Turpin, Jack Sheppard and Jack Duval. Doors open for
refreshments at 7p.m.

£10 individuals
£7.50 per person with two or more members in the
same household
£15 for organisations with under 100 members
£20 for organisation with over 100 members

%

…………...……………………………………
Tel…………………………………………
Email………………………………………………

Do you want to join the TCS email network?
Yes

No

Do you prefer to receive your copy of Civitas
by post
or
by email
Please make cheques payable to:
The Tottenham Civic Society
And send them to:
TCS, 61, Durban Road, Tottenham, N17 8ED
Thankyou
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Further events and activities are listed in the summer
What’s On which can be obtained from Bruce Castle Museum Wed. - Sun. 1-5p.m.

CONTACTS
Joyce Rosser TCS Events Organiser:
Phone: 020 8347 7684
E-mail: jrosser@lineone.net
Ann Robertson Newsletter Editor &
Membership Secretary:
Phone: 0208 801 9654
E-mail: Robbotwix@aol.com
Postal address: See subscriptions box on left
TCS Website:
www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org.uk

