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www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org.uk
Welcome to the Autumn edition of Civitas.
The last splendid issue was produced by
guest Editor, Matthew Bradby, who did such a
great job that he’ll be compiling the Winter
newsletter too.
Our thanks go to all contributors to this issue,
we need articles and updates on relevant
issues Tottenham so if you know of anything
happening in your area do let us know please.

Locally listed buildings in Tottenham
– additions proposed.
From Haringey’s website: “The Register of
Local Listed Buildings of Merit was last
reviewed in February 1999. We are currently in
the process of carrying out a new review and
compiling a list of possible suitable buildings to
be added to the Local List. This list already
includes buildings that were previously identified
as making a positive contribution to the
conservation area in the 12 approved and
adopted Conservation Area Character
Appraisals. In addition, any other noteworthy
buildings within the Borough that are of
architectural, historic or townscape interest and
buildings that help define the identity of an area,
such as key corner buildings, will be added for
consideration. Members of the public,
particularly those within…local amenity groups,
are welcome to send in suggestions…. All
suggestions from the public will be considered
and recommendations for inclusion will be
based upon professional assessment of the
architectural and historic merits of each
building.”
We have recently been provided with a draft
‘Short List’ of buildings which are being
considered for addition to the ‘Local List’ of
Buildings of Merit at the present time.
This is separate from the national listing carried
out by English Heritage and does not carry as
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much weight in the planning process.
Nevertheless local listing often comes in very
useful in arguing the heritage case in planning
meetings and appeals.
The Council has a general policy to try to
conserve buildings on the Local List where at all
possible. Now that the bar for national listing is
so high, many historic buildings, particularly
those built after 1840, are unlikely to achieve
national listing for the foreseeable future. The
only building in Tottenham recently to gain
national listing (Grade II) is the Beehive public
house in Stoneleigh Road.

The Beehive Pub © All Rights Reserved:
www.flickr.com/photos/tottenhamcs/ TCS

So we were pleased to see quite a large
number of buildings are being considered by the
Council, including schools, shops, religious
buildings, walls and gates, and other more
modest but nevertheless important historic
features like stone water troughs.
Various park and public space features have
been put forward, including the brick and stone
piers and Gothic style wrought iron gates of
Chestnut Park, the bowling pavilion in Bruce
Castle Park, and the stone horse trough near
Seven Sisters Station. The handsome public
conveniences at the High Cross, which probably
date from around 1930 (and currently
mothballed) are also proposed for the list.
Among public and civic buildings, large parts of
St Ann’s Hospital are also proposed, including
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the old ticket office and signal box.

Acacia House, Mulberry House, East Gate
Lodge, the reception block, brick boundary wall,
and the 1900 Administration Block among
others. School Buildings include Woodlands
Park Junior School including the cast iron
railings and walls, and Bruce Grove School in
Sperling Road. Coombes Croft Library in the
High Road is proposed, and the Tottenham
Sports Centre at 701-703 High Road.
Tottenham Police Station, including the stable
block, most of which dates from the beginning
of the 20th Century, are also proposed.

Other commercial buildings put forward include
the former Woolworth’s Store at 3-7 West Green
Road, which is one of the buildings threatened
by the now discredited Grainger proposals to
demolish Wards Corner. Parts of the former
Whitbread Brewery near the Spurs’ ground are
being put forward, as well as a number of other
buildings along both sides of the High Road.

Religious buildings include the Miller Memorial
Church and decorative terracotta boundary wall
at the junction of The Avenue and Mount
Pleasant Road, N17. In Lansdowne Road, N17,
the Vicarage of St Mary’s Church is proposed,
and in Kemble Road the former Parochial Hall
building. In the N15 postcode area, the
Presbytery at the rear of St Ignatius Roman
Catholic Church is proposed, as is the Church
of St Philip the Apostle in Philip Lane, the
Jehovah’s Witnesses Kingdom Hall in Seven
Sisters Road, St Ann’s Church Vicarage, and
The Salvation Army Hall in Terront Road.
Public Houses include the White Hart on the
traffic island at Tottenham Hale, an austerely
handsome building that was boarded up
recently. In South Tottenham the Opera
Nightclub, formerly the Eagle, in Chestnut
Road, The former Mitre pub, a fine neo-classical
building (until recently when it was closed it
was the Golden Stool and now it may become a
Tesco), the nearby Moll Cutpurse and the
Woodberry Hotel in Seven Sisters Road. In
Philip Lane the former Botany Bay (now a much
altered mini-mart) and the Lord Palmerston are
proposed, and The Fountain – case of many
planning battles – including the actual stone
fountain itself. Near the Spurs’ stadium, the Bell
and Hare (an early 20th C building) and the
Corner Pin (Victorian) pub, and the (defunct)
Railway Tavern in White Hart Lane are
proposed.
White Hart Lane Station is proposed, as are
parts of South Tottenham Station, including
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The Whitbread Brewery
© All Rights Reserved:
www.flickr.com/photos/tottenhamcs/ TCS

The view has generally been taken that
residential buildings within conservation areas
are already well enough protected because of
the introduction this year of PPS5 – for more
information see here:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/
planningandbuilding/pps5
The existing Local List can be found on the
Council’s website here:
http://www.haringey.gov.uk/
register_of_local_listed_buildings_of_merit.pdf
More information about both nationally and
locally listed buildings can be found here,
including the nomination form for additions to
the Local List: http://www.haringey.gov.uk/index/
housing_and_planning/planning-mainpage/
conservation/listed_buildings.htm
If there is a building not on the list that you think
the Society should promote, please let the
committee know!
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David Macdonald (1942-2010);
Chairman of the Friends of Downhills
Park (2001-2010). A Tribute
Christopher Currie (with thanks for
contributions from the Macdonald family
and Veronica Bailey).
David was born in Tottenham on the 21
February 1942. He attended Downhills school,
and then the adjoining Downhills Central school
(on the Goan and Keston Centre site) from the
age of 4 to 16. He then joined the Club &
Institute Union, eventually becoming their
Convalescent Homes Secretary. One of the
C.I.U Convalescent Homes was in Langland
Bay near the Mumbles in Wales, which is where
he met Gillian, who was working in the home.
They married in 1983 and settled in David's
house in Philip Lane, where their three sons
were born.
David was especially keen on gardening,
wildlife, and photography. He enjoyed
Tottenham marshes, the Lea Valley, and other
Tottenham parks, but Downhills was his first
love. He grew up next to it; it had been a lifeline
for him as a child, and he had an excellent
memory of all the changes and losses that it
had undergone. He had played there as a child,
played football there as an adult, and took his
own children to the park to ride bikes and play
football, He saw it as an important resource for
the whole community to use.
All these skills and interests made him an ideal
member of the Friends of Downhills Park,
established in 1999. In 2001, when Rob
Rosenthal, the first Chairman, retired, David
was elected Chairman and Secretary. He was
very active on the subcommittee set up to
organize the 2003 centenary celebrations in the
park, which were a great success; he manned
the Friends' stall through much of the day. In
2004 he took early retirement from the CIU, and
dedicated himself almost full-time to the
voluntary work of the Friends.
He worked hard to raise funds for projects such
as tree and bulb planting, new steps and
railings, making bird and bat boxes. He helped

to organise, and always took the lead in,
practical work for these projects in the park,
happily getting his hands dirty - tree planting,
bulb planting, shrub planting, helping with
sculptural installations, and more. Sometimes
he undertook these tasks alone, or with at most
one helper. He would always turn out to help
setting up and manning stalls at the annual Art
in the Park in summer.
During David’s time, the Friends have had
many successes in getting improvements to the
park and its facilities: new paths in the park, a
wildlife meadow, the pedestrian traffic lights
between Downhills Park and Lordship Rec, the
Green Flag, the steps at the north end between
the park and Midnight Alley, the completion of
the decayed lime avenue in the southern part of
the park, the Philip lane entrance, revived
herbaceous borders full of glorious colour and
variety near the Keston Road entrance, the
reinstallation of the lost pond as a new wildlife
pond, bird and bat boxes in the woods, and
finally the new cafe which has been built and is
almost ready to open. The pond was particularly
close to David's heart and it was wonderful that
he lived to see it completed.
David will be greatly missed by everyone. It was
wonderful to have a chairman who had so much
passion and determination for Downhills Park.
Friends of Downhills and the Macdonald family
will be commemorating David's tremendous
contribution to Downhills Park by a memorial
bench within the park. A memorial fund has
been set up.

David Macdonald replanting Keston Centre fence with
Spotted Laurels, December 2007
Photo: © Rowan Kumar
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Places To Go/Things To Do
Tottenham Community Choir enters
its 2nd year
The TCC starts the Autumn term on Tuesday
7th September until 15th December.
Rehearsals are every Tuesday at Downhills
Primary School, Philip Lane, N15 19.30 - 21.30
with a tea break half way through for chats and
giggles.
The choir is open to anyone of any ability whether you're a concert-standard soloist or an
only-sing-in-the-shower-where-no-one-canhear-me novice!
For more details please contact:
taraleeplatt@btinternet.com or visit the website:
http://www.tottenhamcommunitychoir.com/

Haringey Independent Cinema
Haringey Independent Cinema films are usually
shown during the last week of each month at:
West Green Learning Centre, Park View
Acadamy, West Green Road (next to Downhills
Park), London N15 3RB.
Buses: 41, 341, 67, 230
Website: http://www.haringey.org.uk/hic/

Phoenix Cinema

Lee Valley Bats Talks and Walks
Lee Valley Bats' is a voluntary and free
membership bat group. We are devoted to the
appreciation and welfare of bats and offer
training in bat detection and surveying.
During colder months, we invite guest speakers
to talk on a variety of wildlife topics on Sundays
at 11am.
OTTERS, with Marina Pacheco - 3rd Oct
BOTANICAL WALK, with Brian Wurzell - 24th
Oct
BATS, (beginner to intermediate) with Jeanette
Sitton (LVB) - 7th Nov
DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES, with Roy
Woodward - 28th Nov
TREES, with Cindy Blaney - 6th Feb
PONDS, with Rebecca Turpin - 27th Feb
All events are free. Donations are very welcome. Contributions go towards the purchasing
of essential equipment; bat event-related transport; replacement bat detector and torch batteries and the general running costs of the Group.
Book early to avoid disappointment.
Our tiny venue, at the Paddock Community
Nature Park, Ferry Lane, Tottenham Hale,
London N17, sits just 10. Places are booked on
a first come first served basis.
Email Jeanette at:
jeanette.sitton@leevalleybats.org.uk In the
subject header of your email, write: “BOOKING”.
Lee Valley Bats: 217 Reedham Close,
Tottenham, N17 9PZ - T: 07888 875588!
www.leevalleybats.org.uk

The newly refurbished Phoenix Cinema shows
a wide range of films, including their popular
Kids Club screenings. They also show live
opera via Satellite from the New York
Metropolitan Opera and host a range of other
special events.
52 High Road,East Finchley,N2 9PJ
Buses: 102, 143, 234, 263 (outside)
Black History Month
Tube: East Finchley (Northern Line – 150 yards)
Haringey’s Black History Month Now 2010
http://www.phoenixcinema.co.uk/
booklets will be available from libraries and
Bruce Castle Museum from late September.
Sustainable Haringey
This year’s booklet features a reminder that it is
An independent informal network for everybody ten years since the death of Bernie Grant and
wanting to make Haringey more sustainable.
commemorates his life in a brief biography. It
They have an extensive range of activities in
also includes details of events and activities
Tottenham and Haringey from Stroud Green
happening around Tottenham during the month
Knitters and Crocheters to regular Health Walks of October.
on Tottenham Marshes and much more
Copies can also be downloaded from:
including Grape Stomping.
http://www.haringey.gov.uk/
http://sustainable-haringey.wikispaces.com/
haringey_black_history_month_brochure_2010.
pdf
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Where Next with Wards Corner:
A Coming Together
Sunday 10th October
12 noon - 6pm
49 Mattison Road, London N4 1BD
Come to the new social centre on Mattison
Road for a day of discussions, workshops and
scheming about the future we’d all like to see
for Wards Corner.
With free cakes available throughout the day
and a chance to have your say about Wards
Corner, this is not a chance to be missed . . .
Schedule for the day:
12.00 - Pot Luck lunch at Mattison Road
Everyone brings a dish and we all share
communal lunch
1.00 - Where are we now? A big briefing on
everything about where the campaign is at right
now
2.00 - Getting down to business It’s three
years from now ... Where do you see Wards
Corner and how did we get there? Group
discussions and feedback
3.30 - Tea Break
4.00 - Workshops Open space for talks on
ways to progress, including ways to control the
site and story based strategy
5.00 - Where Next? Concluding discussion in
which we prioritise our next actions using
consensus decision making.
More information at:
WardsCornerCommunity@riseup.net

or the Caribbean and advice on how to preserve
your family’s archival treasures.
29th November The Story of Tottenham High
Road Christine Protz, local author and
historian, gives us a tour of this historical
corridor.
Bring your lunch, doors open at 12.15,
refreshments available.
Evening Talks: 7.30pm
27th October John La Rose: Reaching Out
from Haringey Acrss the Five Continents in
Pursuit of Change by Professor Gus John (to be
confirmed).
24th November The Invention of Clouds: Luke
Howard, the Father of Meteorology by Richard
Hamblyn, author, explores the work of Luke
Howard and the classification of clouds. Doors
open at 7pm, refreshments available.
Exhibitions Current Exhibitions run until
December or later. They include:
Haringey Potter: the Highgate Roman Kiln
Revisited.
House Slave - Field Slave: A Portrait of
Contemporary Slavery by Nicola Green.
Carrying the Torch: The Past, Present and
Future of our Sporting Heritage - discover
more about the history of sport in Haringey over
the past hundred years.
The Man who Named the Clouds: Luke
Howard FRS, Our Local Hero - discover how
Luke Howard influenced cloud classification.

LAMAS Conference

The theme of the London and Middlesex
Archaeological Society’s (LAMAS) Local History
Conference this year, on 27 November, is
Special Events:
‘London Under Attack; Wars and Insurrections’.
10th October, 11.30 - 4pm at the Markfield
The conference will be at the Museum of
Beam Engine and Museum For the Story of
London in the newly refurbished Weston
London Festival: Stir it up! A Recipe for
Theatre and the Clore Learning Centre. Ticket
Recycling Many activities to demonstrate the
prices have been held to the same level as last
benefits of recycling. Find out what ‘Tottenham
year i.e. £8 for LAMAS members and £10 for
Pudding’ was and see the beam engine at it’s
everyone else. For those who don’t book in
steaming best.
advance the price on the day will be £10 for
19th October, 11 - 12.30pm Reminiscence:
everyone. Tickets may be booked online via the
Was our Future as Bright as we Thought it was?
Local History Conference page on the LAMAS
Talk about when you settled in London, was it
website or by post using the booking form to
like you thought it would be?
Local History Conference, 22 Malpas Drive,
Munch & Listen Talks: 12.30pm
Pinner, Middx. HA51DQ. Please remember to
25th October Your Family Tree: Where to Start
include a stamped addressed envelope.
Find out how to trace your family tree in Africa
LAMAS website: www.lamas.org.uk

Bruce Castle Museum Events and
Talks
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John Elliot Howard FRS (1807 – 1883)
Monica Brimacombe
Senior Communications Officer for Haringey
Council

apprenticed to his father at Stratford, and
studied practical chemistry. He was made
partner in the firm in 1828.

It was for John’s study of Peruvian cinchona
bark and its derivative quinine that he was
The man responsible for developing the use of
honoured and acclaimed. John’s greatest
Quinine as a treatment for Malaria will be
remembered by Haringey Council when a green achievement as a pharmaceutical chemist lay in
the development of Quinine in the treatment of
plaque was unveiled at his former Tottenham
malaria and other fevers. In 1874 he was
home.
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society and in
1883, during the last months of his life, he was
presented with the Hanbury Medal of the
Pharmaceutical Society for his life’s work on
quinine.
John Eliot married Maria Crewdson, daughter of
William Dillworth Crewdson of Kendal in
September 1830. The Crewdsons and the
Howards were both established Quaker families
already connected by marriage. They moved
into Lord’s Meade where they lived for the rest
of their lives, and raised a large family of four
sons and five daughters, born between 1831
and 1848.
Members of the Howard family at the
unveiling of the Green Plaque

The plaque commemorating the life of John Eliot
Howard (1807-1883) was unveiled at, Lord's
Meade, 1 Lordsmead Road, near Bruce Castle
Park, Tottenham, on August 3rd at 2pm.
Members of the Howard family attended the
unveiling and the reception at Bruce Castle
Museum afterwards.

John died in 1883 at the age of 75 and Maria in
1892 at the age of 85. They are both buried in
Tottenham Cemetery.

John Eliot Howard FRS was a pharmaceutical
chemist and Fellow of the Royal Society,
renowned for his work on the development of
Quinine. He also founded the Brook Street
Chapel in Tottenham, which opened in 1839
and still functions today as the Tottenham
headquarters of the Brethren.
John Eliot was the second son of Luke Howard
FRS and Mariabella Eliot. His father Luke, also
a chemist, is known as the Father of
Meteorology (or the first weatherman), as he
classified and named the cloud system we use
today. In 1823, John Eliot Howard was
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Members of the Howard family with Deborah
Hedgecock, Curator, and Keith Fawkes-Underwood
(front row), at the reception held at Bruce Castle

N.B. The Luke Howard Exhibition continues until
December 2010 at Bruce Castle Museum.
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Redemption Brewery Visit
It looks as if our visit to a new Tottenham
brewery was one of the most popular events
organised by Tottenham Civic Society (TCS)
this year. On Saturday 24th July TCS visited the
Redemption Brewing Company in north
Tottenham.
The Redemption Brewing Company started
brewing in Jan 2010 bringing commercial
brewing back to Tottenham after a long
absence. The brewery is relatively small and
focuses on producing quality cask ales full of
flavour and crafted in a traditional manner using
only the best natural raw materials. The brewery
is committed to sustainability and all its power
comes from renewable energy, while its main
waste, the spent grains and hops, is delivered to
a local allotment to be used for composting.
They currently produce two beers, Redemption
Pale Ale and Urban Dusk.

A few imbibers enjoying a refreshing pint

Andy Moffat, the founder, who until 2009
worked as a bond trader from Deutsche Bank in
the City, led the tour. He explained how the

brewing of the beer took place and how the two
beers get their flavour. Astonishingly, the yeast
that is used, and reused, in the making of the
beer could be related to a sample first used
around 2,000 years ago! A great example of
recycling for a worthy cause.
After a tour around the brewery we were invited
to sample the beers and have a look at some of
the raw ingredients that go into the beers.
There was a very good take up of the
complimentary ales which were extremely tasty
and refreshing. Andy, very generously, gave
TCS a barrel of beer to use at the Garden Party
the next day.
Our thanks go to Andy for opening his brewery
to us and sharing his beer.

TCSGarden Party
Around thirty-five members of TCS, including
some new members who joined on the day,
came to the Society's Summer Garden
Party hosted by Matthew Bradby and Ricardo
Pereira in Gospatrick Road, Tower
Gardens. The weather was kind to us, but being
in the middle of the summer drought, the garden
was a little parched and not looking quite its
best. To supplement the global warming theme,
a range of foods from the dry northeast of Brazil
were on offer, including 'Feijao Tropeiro' - beans
mixed with manioc flour and minced beef - a
variation on the traditional truck drivers' meal
from the dusty backroads of Brazil. Luckily there
was also plenty of beer to wash things down,
thanks to the generous donation of a keg of real
ale by Andrew Moffat, owner of the Redemption
Brewery, based in North Tottenham. Thank you
also to everyone who brought contributions of
food and drink which made it a party of very
eclectic tastes!

Your Committee Needs You!
Our committee meetings are held every other month, are open to all members and last around
two hours. The next meeting date is: 24th November at 7.30 pm and will be held at the Kit Evi
Garden Cafe Turkish Restaurant, 410 High Road, N17. The venue is between Bruce Grove
railway station and the Tottenham police station, with plenty of buses passing from the direction
of Seven Sisters or White Hart Lane.
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Join Us!
I/we would like to join the Tottenham Civic
Society (TCS). Annual membership will
provide four quarterly copies of the TCS
newsletter CIVITAS and the opportunity to
participate in ventures undertaken by TCS to
promote and preserve the interests of
Tottenham’s history and its future.
I/we enclose a cheque for the following
amount:
£5 per person unwaged, students and retired
people
£10 individuals

CONTACTS
Chair: Matthew Bradby
Vice-Chair: Alison Armour
Secretary: Joseph Nicholas
Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
Ann Robertson
Committee members:
Stuart Chapman
Rowan Kumar
Joyce Rosser
Jane Wardlaw
Membership enquiries:
61 Durban Road, Tottenham, N17 8ED
Phone: 020 8801 9654
Robbotwix@aol.com

TCS website:
£7.50 per person with two or more members in www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org.uk
the same household
Newsletter Editor:
£15 for organisations with under 100 members Ann Robertson, 020 8801 9654
Robbotwix@aol.com
£20 for organisation with over 100 members
Events Organiser:
Joyce Rosser, 020 8347 7684
Name.................................................
jrosser@lineone.net
Organisation.......................................
TCS email network:
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/
Address..............................................
TottenhamCS/
To join this network, you need to follow the
.........................................................
registration process and your membership will
be confirmed by the group moderator. It’s a
Tel.....................................................
great way to find out what’s going on locally.
Email.................................................

TCS is affiliated to Civic Voice, the new national
charity that represents local civic and amenity
Do you wish to join the TCS email network?
societies. Visit their website at:
(Keeps members updated on news and events http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/
between newsletters)
We are also affiliated to the London Forum of
Yes
No
Amenity and Civic Societies - visit their website
Do you prefer to receive your copy of Civitas at: http://www.londonforum.org.uk/
by post
or by email
Please make cheques payable to:
The Tottenham Civic Society
And send them to:
TCS, 61, Durban Road, Tottenham, N17 8ED
Thankyou
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Please Note
The views and opinions expressed in
Tottenham Civitas are not necessarily those
of Tottenham Civic Society.

