www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org
Welcome
To our Autumn issue of Civitas. As
always thank you to all our contributors,
without you we would have no
newsletter. We are always looking for
articles, ideas, photos and suggestions
for the content of our newsletter.
In this issue we have a number of
updates on what is happening in and
around Tottenham, events, walks and
talks by TCS and other organisations.
Enjoy the read.
News Around Tottenham
Matthew Bradby
Since the last newsletter we have had the very
regrettable news that the Judicial Review mounted
against Grainger’s plans for Wards Corner was
unsuccessful. The Society has always opposed
Grainger’s unrealistic plans, right from when we
were first shown them in draft, and we will
continue to support the Wards Corner Community
in their efforts to protect their homes, their jobs,
and the beautiful Edwardian architecture of this
part of the High Road. The judge’s decision sets a
very regrettable precedent which we believe
should be challenged. The proposal to restore the
historic buildings was never seriously considered
or given a chance of life, despite the fact that it
would have preserved the character of the
conservation area in the long term. English
Heritage also objected to Grainger’s plan to tear
down the three storey Edwardian parade of shops
and replace it with two eight/nine storey towers,
which will fundamentally disrupt the scale and
character of the area for generations to come. We
also now know that the Grainger’s overambitious
project stands no chance of completion before the
2012 Olympics.
Further up the High Road, there is news of the
proposed sale of nationally listed Moselle House
for ‘development’ i.e. building flats on the historic
walled garden. This building was offered for sale
by auction but did not attract a high enough bid.
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Ironically it seems that the weakness in the
property market is all that is protecting some of
our historic assets at the present time.
We are awaiting, with a certain amount of
trepidation, the promised planning application
from Tottenham Hotspur FC for their new stadium.
We are hopeful that the Society’s comments have
been taken on board by the club’s architects and
that the application, when it appears, will
recognise the unique potential of the key heritage
buildings at the south end of the site. We believe
that these buildings, if restored, could create a far
more dramatic and interesting setting for the
stadium and hotel complex, than the twee
fairground proposals we have seen to date.
The Society was represented at a recent meeting of
the Civic Society Initiative in London on 28th July.
The initiative aims to find a new model for a
national body to represent civic societies following
the collapse of the Civic Trust earlier this year.
Delegates stressed that a new body must represent
the grass roots, that it should have independence
and integrity from central government, but have
strong principles and influence. London delegates
were particularly concerned about the state of
conservation areas, which are endlessly eroded,
and which councils decline to enforce. This
frustration is something to which many of us can
relate.

Don’t forget . . .
To mark Sunday 4th October 2-5pm in
your calendar and come along to the
TCS members’ General Meeting at
Bruce Castle Museum from 2-5pm
The main topic is to be what’s
happening in and around Tottenham
Hale with speakers and updates on
other local issues.
See page 4 for fuller details
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The Courts have not heard the last of
Wards Corner and its Community

exclusive rights to say what is in our best interest
and to displace those people they claim the
development is meant to help.

On Tuesday 14th of July 2009 Mr. Keith Lindblom
QC rejected the case against Haringey Council’s
decision to approve controversial plans by
developer Grainger Plc for Wards Corner, Seven
Sisters.

In the Tottenham Journal (16/07/09) David
Walters, of Grainger, is quoted as saying: "Now
the court has confirmed the permission is valid we
are back on track, and able to continue to work to
deliver our vision for making the regeneration of
Seven Sisters the success the community
Despite losing the first round of the legal battle,
deserves." Let’s be clear this is Grainger’s vision
the Wards Corner Coalition (WCC ) has vowed to
for Seven Sisters, and not a vision developed
keep fighting on to ensure the right outcome for
Wards Corner and its community is achieved. This through real collaboration between all interested
has moved the campaign on to new levels and the parties – parties that should have included said
claimant in the case will now seek leave to appeal community!
the Judge’s decision.
The WCC would like to thank everybody for their
invaluable support, which is the campaign's
Now more then ever we must prove Haringey
inspiration.
Council’s decision to pass the Grainger plan was
unjust. We had argued in court that the chair of
Neither the claimant nor the community is liable
the planning committee, Councillor Sheila
for defendants’ costs as this is covered by Legal
Peacock, was biased towards demolition and that
Aid. This Legal Aid was secured by the
the Council had failed to discharge its duties to
communities pledge to part-fund the Legal Aid so
adequately consider the impact of the
a big thank you to all those that financially
development on race equality. But the Judge
contributed to the case! We will continue to
decided to rule against the claim and the WCC
fundraise to enable the case to continue.
were left feeling that the test for demonstrating
bias was set impossibly high, while the test for
Send your financial contributions to help WCC in
compliance with the Race Equalities Act was set
this fight to:
excessively low.
Wards Corner Community Coalition (or WCC)
The Judge ruled local authorities can achieve what PO Box 25687
London N17 6FW.
is required with regard to Race Equalities even if
not conscious of Race Equality duties. This
Please make cheques/postal orders payable to
interpretation of Equalities law in Planning would
not be acceptable in other public service processes Wards Corner Community Coalition and PLEASE
enclose your name and address.
and the WCC see this as an unduly narrow
interpretation of the law given the enormous
impact large scale developments have on people’s
TOTTENHAM CIVIC SOCIETY
lives.

NEEDS YOU!

Subject to funding and securing the Court of
Appeal’s permission, John Halford of Bindmans
and David Wolfe of Matrix Chambers are ‘very
keen to appeal, partly as the case sets an
unhelpful precedent, but primarily because [they]
do not consider the outcome to be the right or just
one.’
The Wards Corner Community Coalition are
fighting to prevent the demolition of public place
and displacement of people. Fundamentally this is
a grassroots campaign that aims to remove the
barriers of inequality and reclaim the right to Place
and involvement in the Planning process. We
must demand for, and encourage processes that,
push for progressive social and spatial justice in
response to urban decline. We must not allow
public authorities and private developers to have
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The TCS committee is looking for more
members! Do you ever wonder about what goes
on ‘behind the scenes’ and how decisions
regarding TCS are made? Have you got ideas
to suggest? Why not bring your talents and
skills to our committee meetings and get
involved? You will be made to feel most
welcome.
Committee meetings are held every other
month, are open to all members and last about
two hours.
The next committee meeting will be held on 7th
September 7.30pm at: Book House/Kitap Evi
Turkish Restaurant (upstairs meeting room), 410
High Road, N17.

A Tale of Two Parks
MatthewBradby
The official re-opening of Markfield Park
(www.markfieldpark.org.uk/ ) will take place this
autumn, probably now on 11th October. The Park
has benefited from investment of £3.6m over the
past year for a whole range of improvements. The
Markfield Beam Engine Museum
(www.mbeam.org/ ), the nationally listed Victorian pumping station situated in the park, has
been restored with new visitor facilities; its
bricked up windows have been reopened and reglazed. This is a truly great asset for Tottenham
and something of which we can all be very proud.
How ironic then that Haringey Council recently
voted to dispose of a large chunk of Down Lane
Park for residential development. They have argued that there will be no loss of publicly accessible space, but a look at the map suggests that a
substantial area of the south of the park will be
lost, and the replacement land will be bits and
pieces of no amenity value lying between the new
buildings (car parking, for instance). This is part of
the ‘Transforming Tottenham Hale’ project which
boils down to building massive numbers of new
flats and which we will be discussing at our general meeting on 4 October.
Down Lane Park is in a very densely populated
area, with housing, busy roads and industrial uses
surrounding it on all sides. The Park makes a huge
contribution to the quality of life of people in the
area. The area to be built on currently includes
basketball court, bowls club, children’s playground, tennis courts, preschool nursery and
flower beds. Under Haringey’s proposals, these
facilities could be relocated to the small rump of
the park that is left. This is yet another example
of reckless overdevelopment in one of the most
dense and urban parts of Haringey where green
space is at an absolute premium. We agree with
the Friends of Down Lane Park (www.fdlp.org.uk/
index.htm) that our public open space is sacrosanct and we will be offering them our fullest support in getting this ill-conceived decision
overturned.
It also raises the question about what other green
spaces in Tottenham could also be under threat in
future. Residents in Tower Gardens are becoming
increasingly concerned about the state of Waltheof
Gardens, the open space to the north of the Conservation Area. Already largely built upon, though
some of the buildings are derelict and parts of it
are fenced off and unmaintained, how long will it

be before it attracts some planner’s beady eye
and sharpened pencil? The Council has confirmed
that this land is not even officially considered to
be public open space, though it has been so since
the 1920s. If it was properly landscaped and the
derelict buildings removed, it would have the potential to contribute enormously to the quality of
life of people in this (relatively deprived) area.
For more details about Down Lane Park, contact:
Seamus Carey
Co-ordinator
Friends of Down Lane Park
Fdlp.org.uk
0208 376 5178
07833 357526

Events at Bruce Castle Museum
There are many events, exhibitions and talks on
at The Museum over the coming months. Why
not call in and pick up a copy of ‘What’s On’ and
see for yourself? In the meantime here is a
selection of happenings to whet your appetite:
HAWK! A demonstration of Falconry: a
medieval pastime. A continuation of the Tudor
events at the museum on Sept. 19th 1-4pm
London Open House Weekend. Free guided
tours around Bruce Castle and the Tudor Tower.
Discover the people that lived in the museum,
including the ghost! There are talks too.
Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th Sept. 1-5p.m.
Munch & Listen. The Hand and the Eye, the
Computer and the Why by Architectural artist
Steve Amor. A comparison of old and new
design tools and how architecture impacts on the
environment. Bring your lunch on Monday Sept
21st at 12.15
Black History Month commences in October.
Booklets are available at the museum and
libraries with complete details of Haringey’s
events.
Spurs 1909: the Walter Tull Era The story of
Tottenham Hotspur’s first black footballer and
Britain’s first black army officer in the First World
War. From Sept. 30th until Feb. 2010
Details on all the above and more can be
obtained from Bruce Castle Museum, Lordship
Lane, Tottenham, N17 8NU. Phone: 0208 808
8772
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Tottenham High Road Historic
Corridor walk (this is an Open House
London event)

Meet outside the Church, No. 699 Tottenham
High Road, N17 8AD

Date: Sunday 20th September, 11.00am
Walk leaders: Matthew Bradby and Stuart
Chapman
All of Tottenham High Road is in conservation
areas. This external historical tour will include the
Jewish Hospital, Georgian town houses, Edwardian
Town Hall complex including new Bernie Grant
Arts Centre, Holy Trinity Church, the old Swan
pub, Palace Theatre, ancient High Cross
Monument, restored Edwardian and Victorian
shopping terraces, and much more.
Meet: outside Old Tottenham Town Hall, Town
Hall Approach Road, N15 4RY. Nearest tube is
Seven Sisters, numerous buses along the High
Road.

Tottenham Civic Society Members’
General Meeting
Date: Sunday 4th October 2.00pm to 5.00pm
Bruce Castle Museum, Lordship Lane, N17
8NU
There is already controversy about some of the
"Transforming Tottenham Hale" proposals agreed
by Council Cabinet last month and out for consultation in the autumn. We have scheduled the next
TCS general members' meeting on Sunday
afternoon 4th October to be about these plans,
some of which are good (such as getting rid of the
gyratory) but others raise concern. There will also
be time at the meeting for updates on Ward's Corner and the Spurs development and for other
matters members want to raise. Make a note of
the date in your diary and come along on the day.

Tottenham Baptist Church
Saturday 10th October 11.00am
Tour Leader: Rev Peter George
Tottenham Baptist Church was built in 1825 with
help of Miss Dermer of Coleraine House and
Joseph Fletcher of Bruce Grove and opened in
1826. Miss Dermer gave additional land for a
Sunday school and minister's house in 1830.
The Grade II listed church, a brick building with a
porch flanked by Doric columns was designed by J
Clark. Side galleries were added to the interior of
the building in 1836. The Sunday school was
rebuilt in 1889 and the church was the first
building in Tottenham to be lit by electricity in
1907. The church has an active mission in the
area through a parent and toddler group and
Girl's Brigade meetings.
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Tottenham Baptist Church

Drapers’ Company
Date: Monday 11th January 2010
Tour leader: Penny Fussell, Drapers’
Company Archivist
From its origins as a medieval guild, the Drapers’
Company, ranked third in precedence of the Great
Twelve Livery Companies of the City of London,
today has wide ranging interests and
responsibilities including administering charitable
trusts relating to the relief of need, education and
almshouses. This tour of the Drapers’ Hall (about
two hours) will cover the history of the
organisation and describe its buildings in
Tottenham – the Drapers’ College (later
Tottenham High School for Girls, now flats) and
the Drapers’ Almshouses in Bruce Grove.
Meet: 11.00am at the Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton
Street. Nearest tube is Bank.
Pre-booking and a £5 donation to the
Drapers’ Company charitable fund required
for this visit. Send cheque made out to
Tottenham Civic Society to TCS Events Organiser,
46 Redston Road, Hornsey, N8 7HJ.

Other events:
Tottenham Civic Society and The British
Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) will
be leading a walk on Saturday 12th September at
10.30 am from Markfield Park getting a preview of
the work that has been done there, to Lordship
Recreation Ground for the annual Lordship Rec
Festival, where many local organisations,
Cont. on page 5

Cont. from page 4
including TCS, will have a stall. We should arrive
at Lordship Rec around 12.30.

All Hallows Church, Church Lane, Tottenham
will be open from 2-5pm on the Sunday. Well
worth a visit.

Official opening of restored Markfield
Park and Beam Engine Museum
Date: Sunday 11th October 12.00 - 4.00pm
with official speeches at 2.00pm

Cancelled

Green Lanes Festival
The Green Lanes Festival is on Sunday Sept. 20th
from lunchtime until late afternoon. It is being
held on European Car Free Day and a chunk of
Green Lanes, from the Salisbury Pub at St Ann's
Road to the area where Sainsbury's is, is being
closed for the event.
There will be stalls run by groups and
organisations, food, music and dance . The whole
thing is envisaged as a weekend event with walks,
talks, films, schools involved and plenty of other
activities going on.
For offers of help or further details contact: Ian
Sygrave - 0208 341 4645 email:
lcsp@blueyonder.co.uk

The Markfield Beam Engine is housed in a Grade II
listed building – the old engine house –on a six
and a half acre site which was the former sewage
treatment works for Tottenham and the
surrounding districts. The principal exhibit is the
Wood Bros. Beam Steam Pumping Engine of 1886.
Following a successful £1.5 million funding bid by
the Council, the site has been landscaped and the
Beam Engine restored to steam operation. There is
a new foyer and café. For more information visit:
www.mbeam.org
Markfield Beam Engine and Museum, Markfield
Road, N15 4RB

The Festive Season is approaching
fast. . .
. . . which means we have to give some thought to
our Christmas meal. This will be done at our next
committee meeting on September 7th and we will
let all our members know as soon as possible

Although all reasonable care is taken,
people taking part in TCS events do
so at their own risk.

Well Done!
Open House Weekend Events
Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th Sept.
As well as the TCS walk (see top of page 4) and
events at Bruce Castle Museum (see page 3) there
are plenty of other walks and tours to take part in
over the weekend.
Markfield Beam Engine & Museum
Markfield Road, Tottenham, London N15 4RB
Tours of the newly restored Victorian industrial
building will be open for tours on Saturday and
Sunday from 11.30am to 4pm
Tower Gardens Garden Suburb. Collect your
guide to a self guided exterior tour. Sunday 9am
to 5pm

The team of volunteers at the Markfield Beam
Engine and Museum were awarded a Best
Team prize in the London Museums Volunteer
Awards recently. They had to collect their
prize at a ceremony held on board the HMS
Belfast.
The award was in recognition of all the work
which has been put into restoring the Victorian
beam engine and develop the site it is housed
in.
Successful fundraising and sheer effort has
ensured that the beam engine will be up and
running again.
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North Tottenham Conservation Area
walk, 31 May 2009
Stuart Chapman
Twenty-five people met at the 1901 built
Tottenham and Edmonton Gas Company building
(now Haringey Customer Service Centre) on a
beautiful May Sunday morning for the Civic
Society’s walk of the north Tottenham
Conservation Area.
The group, led by Stuart and Matthew, looked at
a number of the early nineteenth century
buildings including numbers 664 – 666 (Moore
House, built in 1817) and 695 – 697 (currently
home to Wilson’s and Co Solicitors, built in 1829
for Joseph Fletcher) to the south of Tottenham
Hotspur Football Club’s proposed new stadium
development. Fletcher, a partner in Fletcher, Son
and Fearnall, shipbuilders at Union Dock,
Limehouse, had also helped to build the Baptist
Chapel, next to 697, four years earlier.
The focus of the walk was Warmington House
(built in 1828 and nationally Grade II listed), the
Tottenham and Edmonton Dispensary building of
1910, the Red House (possibly built in 1877), the
former White Hart public house (built just before
1900 and now Valentino’s) and Fletcher House.
All of these buildings are threatened by the new
public space which the Football Club is proposing
as part of their stadium redevelopment. All five
buildings are owned by the club.

Stuart, centre
right in dark
t-shirt, giving
the history of
the buildings on
the opposite
side of the High
Road.

The original occupant of Warmington House in not
known. James Warmington, farmer, coal
merchant and skin salesman lived there between
1851 and 1876. John Alfred Prestwich,
manufacturer of cine cameras and inventor of the
JAP motor cycle petrol engine lived there at a
later date. Prestwich founded the JAP Engineering
Company after he left Warmington House – this
and the fact that his occupancy is not reflected in
the building were amongst the reasons why
English Heritage recently decided not to upgrade
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the building to Grade II*. The building has also
previously housed the football club’s offices and
supporters club.
The dispensary movement started in London in
1770 and provided free advice, treatment and
medicine to the poor. The Tottenham and
Edmonton Dispensary opened at the existing
building (almost certainly a house) at 746 High
Road in 1864. Services were originally provided
free but a small weekly membership charge was
later introduced. In 1910 the trustees were
authorised to rebuild the premises which they
rebuilt in red brick with Portland stone dressings.
The building has an Italianate façade with English
Baroque details. The building remained in use as
a dispensary until 1938 and the exterior remains
virtually unaltered today.
The Red House was home to the Tottenham
“House of Commons” (a local debating society)
and was bought in 1921 by Tottenham Hotspur
for use as offices. The building stylistically
combines Tudor-Gothic with elements of the
Vernacular Revival, which by the 1870s was used
for a wide variety of buildings.
There are records of licensed inns on the High
Road in Tottenham called the White Hart from at
least 1759 – but the current building was built in
the last years of the nineteenth century in eclectic
Domestic revival style in red brick with a painted
render second floor.

Matthew extolling the
virtues of a refreshing drink
in The Coach and Horses to
help us cool off on a hot
lunchtime.

Fletcher House is a grand detached Georgian
property (currently nationally Grade II listed) a
slight distance from the other four buildings and
due to its relative isolation is most at threat from
the proposed stadium development.
There was a consensus from attendees that the
football club’s proposal to demolish these
buildings in order to create a new public space is
misplaced. Concerns were raised that the new
Cont. on page 7

Cont. from page 6
public space would become an unused and litter
infested area. Members also thought that the
buildings could be converted into the new club
museum which would reflect the part they have
previously played in the club's own history. These
are points that the TCS Committee made
when they met the club to discuss the
development in March. The Committee is very
concerned that if the buildings are demolished
and the new public space is not used there will be
a belated appreciation and regret to what has
been lost. The large scale demolition programmes
from the 1950s onwards have resulted in the High
Road and the wider area losing many historic
buildings because of local authority and private
builders grand redevelopment schemes. It is
tragic to think that despite the loss of so many
finely designed and well constructed Georgian,
Victorian and Edwardian buildings and their
replacement with bland (and some would say
ugly) contemporary buildings over the years, the
local authority still approves planning permission
for poorly designed and constructed projects. At
least Henry VIII left only ruins when he destroyed
the monasteries and the Luftwaffe only rubble
following an air raid. Anyone with an
understanding of, and an appreciation for, the
urban environment knows that we simply cannot
continue to make the same mistakes again and
again.

House. The terrace was built between 1750 and
1852 by the timber merchant Robert Plimpton on
the site of a medieval mansion, the Black House,
which was owned by the Duke of
Northumberland. Percy House is currently
unoccupied and boarded up but it should be
regenerated as part of the football club’s stadium
development.
Numbers 808 – 812 are also nationally Grade II*
listed. Built in 1715 in elaborate Baroque style
numbers 808 and 810 have both been restored to
their former glory during the 1980s and this year
respectively. 810 recently had the Victorian shop
frontage removed and the brick work cleaned: it is
an apt demonstration as to what can be achieved
when a decision to restore rather than demolish is
taken.
The walk ended with a pleasant drink in the
nearby Coach and Horses public house but not
before walk leaders Stuart Chapman and Matthew
Bradbury had shared a conversation they had had
with a member of the public when they had done
a preliminary walk of that morning’s route.
Standing outside 810 to admire the restoration, a
young woman had asked if they were lost and
needed directions. They explained that they were
admiring the fine three hundred year old building
in front of them. Incredulously she retorted as
she walked off: “Three hundred years old? Are
you havin’ a laugh? They just finished building it
last week!”

We then made our way to Dial House – the oldest
surviving building on the High Road and nationally
Grade II* listed. Named after the sundial on the
south wall of the building, it is thought that the
building dates from 1691 as this date is on the
sundial along with the Latin inscription, ‘Umbra
Sumus’ – ‘We are but shadows’.

810, High Road (Left)

Tell Haringey what you think!

The Sundial
We also stopped at Northumberland Terrace which
includes the nationally listed Grade II* Percy

Haringey Council wants your views on refuse,
recycling and street cleaning services by Friday
September 18th before they agree a new waste
management contract from 2011.
Visit the Council’s website at:
www.haringey.gov.uk/wasteconsultation
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Haringey’s Car Club Scheme
Join Us!
I/we would like to join the Tottenham Civic
Society (TCS). Annual membership will provide
four quarterly copies of the TCS newsletter
CIVITAS and the opportunity to participate in
ventures undertaken by TCS to promote and
preserve the interests of Tottenham’s history and
future.
I/we enclose a cheque for the following amount:
£5 unwaged, students and retired

In a bid to become one of the greenest boroughs
of London, Haringey Council have launched their
car club scheme which is operated by Streetcar.
The aim is to reduce carbon emissions and
address climate change by providing cars which
would be available to be booked on a pay-as-yougo basis by residents registered with the scheme
Further information is available at Streetcar’s
website: www.streetcar.co.uk or by telephone:
0845 644 8475

£10 individuals

Clear-up Sites

£7.50 per person with two or more members in
the same household

Can you think of any sites that need a good clear
up? All Hallows was the first site chosen under
the ‘community payback’ scheme. The
churchyard has had overgrown trees and bushes
cut back by low level offenders who carry out this
unpaid work under the supervision of probation
and council officers.

£15 for organisations with under 100 members
£20 for organisation with over 100 members

%
Name.............................................................

Site suggestions can be e-mailed to:
safercommunities@haringey.gov.uk or phone:
0208 808 4849

Organisation...................................................

Clearing out? Want Something?

Address..........................................................

The Haringey Freecycle Group uses a website to
advertise unwanted goods or items to pass on.
The group operates on the basis that all goods are
free. Visit: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
haringey-freecycle/ for further details.

.....................................................................
Tel.................................................................
Email.............................................................

TCS CONTACTS
Do you want to join the TCS email network?
Yes

No

Do you prefer to receive your copy of Civitas
by post

or

by email

Please make cheques payable to:

Joyce Rosser TCS Events Organiser:
Phone: 020 8347 7684
E-mail: jrosser@lineone.net
Ann Robertson Newsletter Editor &
Membership Secretary:
Phone: 0208 801 9654
E-mail: Robbotwix@aol.com
Postal address: See subscriptions box on left.
TCS Website:
www.tottenhamcivicsociety.org.uk

The Tottenham Civic Society
And send them to:
TCS, 61, Durban Road, Tottenham, N17 8ED
Thankyou
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Please Note:
The views and opinions expressed in this
newsletter, are not necessarily those of
Tottenham Civic Society.

