
THE SWAN IN PERIL
Matthew Bradby
 
The recent history of The Swan public house, at the junction of 
Tottenham High Road and Philip Lane, has been controversial. 
With so many of Tottenham’s pubs having closed over the past 
few years and more under threat, nearly all for total demolition 
and redevelopment as blocks of flats, the Swan’s friends will 
have to be vigilant about the future of this building. 
 
The Swan isn’t just a faded Victorian boozer. It’s a unique local 
historic monument of the first order. The Swan at Tottenham is 
first mentioned in manorial rolls in the year 1455, making it just 
over 550 years old. Izaak Walton (1593-1683), author of The 
Compleat Angler, rested at The Swan after fishing in the Lea, 
then a rural oasis far from the pollution and bustle of the City of 
London. 
 

The location of the building is very significant. Adjacent to the 
High Cross, enigmatic and ancient way marker of uncertain 
origin and purpose, at one of the highest points on the High 
Road, visible from a great distance and also indicating the way 
down to the ford of the River Lea at Tottenham Hale. With the 
recent loss of The Rose and Crown on the other side of the High 
Cross and its replacement by a vast and incongruous block of 
flats, the preservation of The Swan has become more important 
than ever. The original Rose and Crown dated from the 16thC 
though the most recent building was 1939. If The Swan were 
also lost, and replaced with another block of flats, we would be 
presented with a modern day Scylla and Charybdis either side of 
the High Cross and the Old Well. 
 
The Swan is a quirky building, with some clues to its age above 
street level. All four first floor windows on the south elevation 
are different sizes and at slightly different heights. The three 
chimneys are all clustered together at the western end. The roof 
is shallow in pitch and clearly elderly. Inside, glimpses of 
mahogany may be had underneath cheap modern pub fittings.
 
Many pubs re-use bits of fabric from older buildings in their 
construction. Have a look at the beams holding up the ceiling in 
the welcoming Ferry Boat public house over by the River Lea. 
They are full of all sorts of notches facing in every direction, 
which once must have held other joists, in other ceilings, before 
they were used in their present location. 
 
TCS is writing urgently to English Heritage requesting a full 
investigation of The Swan to ascertain what remains of its 
ancient internal fabric and to consider it for national listing. Who 
knows whether a late medieval cellar might not lie underneath? 
We will also write to the freeholder, Punch Taverns, to 
encourage them to invest in a sensitive restoration of this 
building, if it is to stand the best chance of returning to some of 
its former glory. 
  

WELCOME TO THE LATEST ISSUE OF 
CIVITAS

We hope you enjoy leafing through our autumn 
crop of articles, information and forthcoming 
events. 
Our apologies go to John Hinshelwood, whose 
surname was incorrectly printed on the front cover 
in the summer edition of Civitas.
Inside, thanks to artist Steve Amor, we have another 
work of art, a fine drawing of The Priory in Church 
Lane. There are details of events, outings and 
meetings to keep us busy.  Alan Swain’s article 
about the recovery of a picture of the old Eagle 
House school and some of its history and of the 
school is an amazing work of detection.

Enjoy!
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It’s Time to Think about Christmas
Last year’s festive meal was a great success and we’d like to do 
something similar this year too.  We’ll be discussing ideas at our 
September Committee Meeting and letting our members know the 

details in due course. Ideas and suggestions for a festive celebration in 
December are most welcome and can be passed on by e-mail, 

telephone, in writing (see back cover for contact details) or in person 
at the committee meeting. 

Cont. On page 2
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The Ship has benefited enormously from recent restoration - 
there has been an inn of that name on the site since 1610, but the 
present building is late Victorian. Nearby, The Beehive (1927) is 
remarkably unaltered inside and has escaped the tasteless 
refurbishment of most pubs of that era. TCS committee members 
also recently met with the developer of The Golden Stool 
(formerly The Mitre), another handsome early 20thC pub in a 
prominent corner location in South Tottenham. Luckily this 
developer wants to retain a functioning pub as well as to 
construct some flats above and behind the building. We gave 
various comments on the design (and the pub name!) which are 
now being considered. 

Another recent success story is The Elmhurst, the handsome 
Edwardian pub carrying the date 1903, opposite Bruce Castle. It 
has just changed hands and the new owners have invested in a 
sensitive restoration. Gone are the garish orange ‘Main Event’ 
sport bar signs on the exterior, to be replaced by traditional 
swinging pub signs painted with elm trees. Some of the bas relief 
panels of working people are now hidden under the new name 
sign, but this is a small complaint. The restoration inside is also 
very good, blending old and new features, though the two clocks 
are apparently beyond repair. 

But these remain fairly isolated success stories. The handsome 
mid-Victorian Red Lion on the junction of the High Road and 
Lansdowne Road has been converted into flats. The Connaught 
(originally The Bull, dating from the 16thC) is gone, replaced 
with a very dull new block of flats on Tottenham Green. The 
White Hart, a spacious and elegant building from the turn of the 
20th Century marooned on the traffic island at Tottenham Hale, 
has recently closed, as has the Northumberland Arms. The 

Railway in White Hart Lane is still boarded up. The Botany Bay, 
shorn of its exterior ornamentation, is now subject to a planning 
application to further degrade it with replacement windows and 
illuminated box signage in its new reincarnation as a minimart (to 
which TCS has objected). The Prince of Wales, closed for some 
years, disastrously caught fire last month and is now open to the 
heavens. 
 
As the campaign to save the Art Deco-style Fountain in West 
Green Road amply showed, it is no easy matter to save a pub 
from unsympathetic developers. It takes dedication and 
community support. Changes in demography, working and 
drinking habits and the demand for more housing, will keep up 
the pressure on our public houses. Unfortunately it is some of the 
most architecturally distinguished that are most at risk, often 
occupying larger sites with greater redevelopment potential. 
 
Each of us has our own views about what we like in a local pub 
and what we think might make it a success. We hear a lot about 
the effect of the smoking ban and the need to adapt. Some pubs 
let themselves down with tacky promotional material plastered 
all over cut glass and polished mahogany interiors. For my own 
view, some more real ale wouldn’t go amiss, particularly in free 
houses like The Elmhurst that presumably have more choice 

about where they source their beers.   Socially and 
architecturally,  Tottenham's pubs  make a huge contribution to 
the local area. TCS will continue to stand up for Tottenham’s 
remaining public houses, their sensitive restoration, and their part 
in community life. 

SAVE YOUR SEEDS NOW!
For Seed Swap Sunday 22 Feb 2009
(Venue tbc: probably Bruce Castle, N17)
Judith Hanna, 

Haringey’s first open Seed Swap day is being  organised on 
behalf of Haringey Allotments  Forum, Sustainable Haringey’s 
Food working group and Seven Sisters Permaculture. The idea 
is simple: come seed catalogue season, bring along spare seeds 
you’ve saved from what you grow in your garden, allotment or 
wherever – from interesting or unusual plants, or favourite 
varieties and good growers. Vegetables, flowers, houseplants, 
herb and fruit varieties all fine. Bring growing plants if you like. 
Of course, you need to know now, when stuff is starting to set 
seeds, to let the seeds ripen so you can save them to bring along 
to swap. Quite a lot of advice available on the web about seed-
saving -- Garden Organic's web-site is a good starting point.

Seed saving hints from my own experiences:
-- Little ‘pay packet’ envelopes available from many 
newsagents are just the right size for DIY seed packets.
-- My basic method is: Allow plant to run to seed. Harvest seed-
heads into a bucket, or large paper bag, or envelope. Clean the 
seed from husks, stalks etc while watching TV. Dump the husks 
etc either where you’d like the seeds you inevitably miss to 
come up next year, or into general compost. Amazing how 
many seeds even just one plant makes! I normally keep them in 
a paper envelope, with what they and year harvested are 
scrawled on it, and just make up smaller ‘pay packets’ as and 
when I give them away. With a Seed Swap Day in view, I’ll 
aim to make up and print off sticky labels with the info I usually 
scrawl on give-away packets: name, what to use it for, what 
growing conditions it likes, year harvested, etc. Seed stocks are 
kept in our ‘dead fridge’ outside the back door: it makes a dry, 
cool and insulated pest-proof cupboard, also good for preserves, 
medicines… Larder fridge height makes an excellent pott(er)ing 
bench when you clear off the plant pots that colonise it.

Favourite seeds for saving:
Mine include: red orache, spinach beet, 
calendula marigolds, campion, nigella, columbines...

If you’d like to offer help with organising and publicising the 
event, please contact me. Let me know if you’d like to run a stall 
or display – especially about local food growing projects, 
opportunities etc. Or run a tea/coffee and cake table? I’m 
interested in the event possibly raising donations for a suitable 
charity, so suggestions for this welcomed. Also if you know of 
local projects or charities that could make good use of surplus 
seeds not swapped on the day.

Seven Sisters Permaculture, 15 Jansons Road N15
E-mail: jehanna@gn.apc.org 
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RESTORE THE REC COMMUNITY 
FESTIVAL
Saturday September 13th, 1-5pm
Lordship Recreation Ground, Lordship Lane, 
N17

Activities include: Fun-run, football, dog agility show, 
Tottenham horticulture and produce show, animal farm, 
performance showcase at the Broadwater Community Centre, 
Green Zone, children's play, health and fitness, skateboarding, 
cycling fun, history and nature walks, community stalls.

The aim of the festival - which is co-ordinated by the 
community-led Lordship Rec Users Forum - is to showcase the 
park's potential, and the community's continuing support for 
the Lordship Rec improvements programme for Tottenham's 
largest green open space.There will be a wide range of exciting 
activities for people of all ages to join in. 

Since last year's successful 3,000-strong festival £4m has been 
earmarked by the Heritage Lottery Fund for these much-needed 
improvements, including restoration of the river and the 
historic Model Traffic Area, an environmental centre and city 
farm. The grant is subject to certain conditions so preparations 
and plans are currently continuing apace. The vision for the 
regeneration of the Rec has developed over the last 6 years 
through the Lordship Rec Users Forum, involving partnership 
working by all the key stakeholders including the Friends of 
Lordship Rec and the Haringey Parks Service. Many 

improvements have already been implemented and the 
children's playground is due to be completely refurbished in 
October.

As part of the 2nd “Restore the Rec” Community Festival 
at Lordship Recreation Ground....

Back To Earth Projects & The Friends of Lordship Rec 
present:
THE 2nd TOTTENHAM ANNUAL FLOWER & PRODUCE 
SHOW
Saturday 13th September - 12noon to 5pm
Off Adams Road - or Lordship Lane - or Higham Road,
Tottenham N17  

ADMISSION FREE!

Flowers & Vegetables & Fruit & Home Produce & Cakes &
Handicrafts & Food & Farm Animals & Plants & Green Stalls 
& Children’s Activities

If you are interested in entering or want to support or take part 
in this show in any way, please contact us by one of the means 
below:-

Back To Earth Projects,  Broadwater Farm Community
Centre, 1 Adams Road, N17 6HE  
Tel: 020 8885 7773 / 4185    0r  Martin Burrows on :
07831 219032  1 Prospect Place, London N17 8AT  
e-mail: mab.prospect@tiscali.co.uk 
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THE PRIORY
A drawing by Steve Amor

The Priory, Church Lane, Tottenham. This Georgian Grade II* listed building was originally a private house but since 1906 
has been the vicarage of All Hallows Church. Thanks to Steve Amor for letting us use his beautifully detailed drawing of 
this house which can usually only be seen by peering between the bars of the very fine pair of wrought iron gates.
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TCS TOUR OF TOTTENHAM GREEN 
CONSERVATION AREA (part of the Open 
House London weekend)
Date: Sunday 21st September 
Tour leaders: Matthew Bradby and Joyce Rosser

External architectural tour around the buildings of Tottenham 
Green, including ancient High Cross monument, C18 
Georgian houses, C19 Jewish Hospital, Prince of Wales 
Hospital, former Tottenham High School for Girls and Holy 
Trinity Church, the Edwardian Town Hall Complex and the 
new Bernie Grant Arts Centre. The tour will also include 
Talbot Road, the almshouses in Philip Lane and various new 
developments.  In all there are 17 nationally listed and over 50 
locally listed buildings in this small area. 
The tour will take up to two hours.
Meet 10.30am outside Old Tottenham Town Hall, Town Hall 
Approach Road, N15 4RY. Seven Sisters tube, buses 41, 123, 
149, 230, 243, 259, 279, 318, 341, 349, 476, W4
 
TCS GENERAL MEETING (members only)
Date: Sunday 28th September
 
Speakers from the national Civic Trust and Haringey 
Conservation Department. This TCS general meeting will be 
held at Bruce Castle Museum 2.00pm to 5.00pm and will 
provide an opportunity for members to discuss TCS's recent 
and future activities. If you are not already a member you are 
welcome to join at the meeting.
 

A ROUND UP OF TOTTENHAM CIVIC 
SOCIETY EVENTS

Restoration of historic buildings in Tottenham 
High Road 

In May, Yvette Chin, Haringey Council Regeneration Officer, 
led a tour of the restored buildings in the Bruce Grove section 
of the High Road. The thirty people who took part heard how 
funding has been accessed from English Heritage, the Heritage 
Lottery and the EU to restore various Victorian and Edwardian 
shopping terraces, including the 1907 Windsor Parade (Nos. 
538-554) and the row which includes The Ship public house 
(Nos. 497-507). Participants were very impressed with the 
restorations and by Yvette’s knowledge and great enthusiasm 
for her work.

Two walks on Tottenham Marshes

Two Tottenham Civic Society walks on Tottenham Marshes 
took place in mid-summer but the weather was not at all what 
one would expect for the time of year. On one cold evening 
Jeanette Sinnott, of Lee Valley Bats, led a group of forty 
people on a bat walk. In spite of following all the known bat 
routes we only briefly came across a few bats at the end of the 
walk, however Jeanette’s enthusiasm and knowledge were 
much appreciated. A week later, a different group of forty 
people followed David Cotteridge from the Friends of 
Tottenham Marshes on a nature walk. Again the weather was 
cold and showery: but David’s knowledge of the marshes and 
the wild life inspired everyone who attended (even those who 
got soaked on their return to Tottenham Hale tube station). We 
are fortunate to have such dedicated people as Jeanette and 
David.

An estate transformed

About twenty TCS members and supporters went to 
Broadwater Farm Estate on a Saturday morning in May. We 
had the great fortune to be given a tour by Sean Gardiner, the 
Neighbourhood Officer, who has been associated with the 
estate for many years. Sean showed us how the area had been 
transformed from a problem estate into a friendly and attractive 
place to live.

Broadwater Farm Estate was Haringey Borough Architect’s 
Department’s most ambitious housing project - planned in 
1966 and completed in the early 1970s – “a system-built estate 
of plain slab blocks linked by walkways, planned for 1063 
households” (Cherry and Pevsner). It was built on stilts (with 
only car parks at ground floor level) because it is a flood plain. 
First floor level walkways were designed to separate people 
and traffic: in fact, they left the ground floor completely 
vulnerable and the walkways gave criminals rapid escape 
routes. A £33 million programme of improvements after the 
1980s’ riots included demolition of the walkways, installation 
of individual heating systems in the tower block flats and 
landscaping of the estate. One of the most important changes 
was the introduction of concierge schemes and CCTV cameras 
in the twelve blocks. All the changes were discussed with the 
residents and had their support.

The estate has attractive small parks and children’s 
playgrounds, three local schools, a health centre and an 
enterprise centre. Recently twelve new homes and an award-
winning chlldren’s centre have been built.  Our main 
impression was how quiet and peaceful the estate was with no 
graffiti. Thanks to Sean for his excellent and informative tour.

Tottenham Civic Society Events 2008

For further information about these events contact 
Joyce Rosser  by email: jrosser@lineone.net or on 

020 8 347 7684 
If you have any ideas for the 2009 TCS events 

programme let us have them.

Our thanks go to Joyce for all the organising of 
our events this year - we appreciate the time and 

effort spent on our behalf.  

The following details will give you an idea of how 
some of our previous events went.
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TOTTENHAM CIVIC CENTRE APPLAUDS 
FRONTAGE OF NEW DEVELOPMENT 

Tottenham Civic Society (TCS) is pleased to see the frontage 
on the new development at Nos. 691-693 Tottenham High Road 
(see below). Now that the scaffolding has been removed from 
the building it is possible to see what it is going to look like. 
(More photos of the development are available from 
jrosser@lineone).

The new development is next door to Wilson & Co Solicitors, 
the nationally listed Georgian building at Nos. 695-697 High 
Road. TCS considers that the plain yellow brick façade with 
simple windows complements and enhances the listed building.

Matthew Bradby, Tottenham Civic Society chair, said 

“All of Tottenham High Road is in conservation areas with a 
large number of Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian buildings. 
Too often developers who want to build in the High Road 
completely ignore the design of the surrounding buildings and 
just put up huge standardised blocks, however inappropriate. So 
it is great to see a high quality design that respects the scale and 
character of its historic neighbours and adds to the character of 
the High Road.”

PROPOSAL TO BUILD FIVE STOREY 
BUILDING AT 316 HIGH ROAD
 
There has been a recent planning application to demolish the 
two-storey  Cook Estates building at 316 High Road. The 
developers say that this 1960s or 1970s building has "little 
architectural or streetscape merit". In fact it is quite an attractive 
quirky building with pretty coloured glass over the arched 
ground floor windows and has much more character than the 
five storey block they want to build in its place.
 
Tottenham Civic Society objected to the planning application 
saying "This is actually a very historic part of Tottenham and 
deserves careful consideration in the types of buildings that are 
created at this point. There are many old pictures showing the 
junction as it was before Tottenham was part of London and 
there remain some colourful and interesting old buildings on 
this stretch, at odd angles to the main road. The proposed design 
takes no account of its context or its neighbours. We also need 
buildings that will counterbalance the effect of the 
overdevelopment at the High Cross with the huge block of flats 
that is emerging there at present. This is a focal point that has 
the potential to make a huge impact on the area around it and on 
the wider perspective of Tottenham."
 
It is more than likely that the developers are just pushing their 
luck in the same way that the developers of the Bagel Bar at 
429-431 High Road, next door to the listed ex-Palace of 
Varieties, put in an application for a five-storey building 
(rejected), then a four-storey building (rejected) and finally a 
three-storey building that matches nicely the adjacent terrace 
(granted)!

TCS NEEDS YOU!

The TCS committee is looking for more members!  Being a member of the committee is not hard work, it’s fun.  It also doesn’t 
take up much time.  People on the committee only volunteer to do jobs they choose, but if there are more of us, it would be 

easier!

The next committee meeting will be held on Thursday 11th September at 7.30p.m. We are currently looking for a new meeting 
place as our former one, the Elmhurst pub, has been refurbished but there is no room in the inn for us anymore.  

All members of the Society are encouraged to come to future committee meetings and share their ideas. If you are planning to 
attend, please phone Ann - 0208 801 9654 - to check where the meeting is to take place. 

No’s 691 - 693 & 695 - 697   High Road

QUOTE

“When we mean to build, we first survey the plot 
then draw the model; and when we see the figure of 

the house, then must we rate the cost of the 
erection; which if we find outweighs ability, what 
do we then but draw anew the model in fewer 

offices, or at least desist to build at all.”

William Shakespeare. Henry IV, Part II, Act I, 
Scene III
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EAGLE HOUSE SCHOOL                              
Alan Swain 

It has all the makings of an episode from the BBC’s ‘Antiques 
Road Show’ when a long lost object is found lurking in an 
attic, and that is just about what happened when an old print of 
a painting, originating from the Eagle House School in 
Tottenham, was found in the back of a cupboard in a quiet 
London suburban street.

The picture was discovered when the executor of a will was 
completing the task of clearing the contents of a house in 
Fulham, West London, following the death of the occupier, an 
elderly lady, whose family had lived there for over 100 years. 
The lady had died aged 93 years and had lived all her life at the 
same address in Fulham.  Her two sisters had died in their early 
teens, her father in 1923, and her mother in 1955 and she had 
never been well off. It was suspected that the picture had been 
lying around for many years (it was found tucked away at the 
bottom of a cupboard).  

The ‘Eagle House School’ was once situated on Tottenham 
Green, as were several other Quaker Schools in the same 
period. The Pigot’s directory dating from 1826 lists seven 
academies in Tottenham offering private education, several of 
which attracted pupils from abroad. One of these was Eagle 
House School owned by Dr Price. It was reported that he took 
150 boarders and day pupils and he specialised in an English 
education for foreigners.

A study of the 1851 Census disclosed an entry for the  people 
residing at the school at the time. In addition to the schools 
Head-Master, Dr Alfred Price, the recipient of the drawing 
prize Thomas Oxenham, aged 14 was also listed. Furthermore, 
in keeping with its reputation among foreign students, it was 
noted that some pupils were from Italy, France and Spain.

In tracing the family of Thomas Oxenham the most likely 
candidates were that of Hugh and Hannah Oxenham. Hugh 
Oxenham was an Auctioneer. At the 1851 Census, he and his 
family were living in Oxford Street, London but by 1861 

Census the family was living at  Kensington Square Gardens. 
Their son Thomas was also living at this address, now aged 24, 
with an occupation given as a Master Brewer. 

I was then fortunate to find the following extract regarding 
Eagle House School in a small booklet called 'Willingly to 
School', that had been published in 1970 to mark the Centenary 
of the introduction of the Education Act in 1870.     
'This school was on a site between the present Town Hall and 
the Technical college. It was formerly flanked by Grove House 
School and Coars House, which had even earlier been used as 
a Quaker school. Thomas Coar having inherited Forster's 
establishment. The school was run by Dr A Price for 25 years, 
who specialised in an English education for foreign pupils. He 
was succeeded by his son-in-law Knowles, and the school 
eventually passed into the hands of Dr Fernandez who altered 
the character of the school, encouraging more day boys, many 
of whom were non-conformists. Lieutenant Rypinski, whose 
name appears at the foot of the prize certificate, was drawing 
and French master at the school in the 1850's. He had fled 
from Poland during the uprising of 1830 and as an émigré 
acquired a considerable literary reputation.'
With the help of Bruce Castle Museum, we also found some 
more information about Lieutenant Rypinski. In a document 
titled ‘Political refugees from Europe’ it quotes:

“Undoubtedly the most distinguished of the refugees of that 
time resident in Tottenham was the poet Alexander Rypinski. 
He was not a Pole by birth, but a polonised Byelorussian 
nobleman, although he spoke and wrote in both languages”

Apparently Rypinski (see below) had his own printing press in 
Grove Place, Tottenham and he was also a keen photographer, 
although none of his plates remain. In 1858 Rypinski returned 
to his homeland where he died two years later.

The staff at Bruce Castle Museum, Tottenham  -  were also 
able to provide me with more information, together with an 
illustration of Eagle House School on Tottenham Green (See 
left). You will note that not only do the pictures make a 
reference to the school of Mr A Price, but also the pictures 
were actually drawn by Lieutenant A Rypinski, the drawing 

Cont. on page 7

Image: Courtesy of Bruce Castle Museum & Archives

Image: Courtesy of Bruce Castle Museum & Archives



Page 7

Cont. from page 6

master who presented the drawing awards. Note also the 
splendid grounds and the grand looking stone Eagles that stand 
aloft of the gates to the front entrance

A study of the surname of the family who had owned the 
picture for the past 100 years, disclosed from the census 
reports from 1881 to 1901, that there were a number of people 
with this name who were in service and working in homes in 
Kensington and other parts of West London. We now 
understand that there is a strong probability that indeed some 
family members had worked in-service in  earlier years. It is 
purely speculative  to suggest we know, but it is possible that 
sometime in the past the picture may have been acquired or 
given by a grateful household to a servant in their employ. 

So this humble picture found in a cupboard in Fulham has 
resulted in a raft of information being unearthed regarding its 
background which has proved to be most fascinating and 
rewarding exercise.

I am pleased to say that person who discovered the picture has 
decided to donate the picture to the Bruce Castle Museum so 
that it may be enjoyed by future generations of Tottenham 
residents and people with an interest in the Quaker Schools 
that feature so prominently in the history of Tottenham.

As one might expect, given its history, the picture is showing 
signs of wear and tear received over the 150 plus years since it 
was first presented. The picture provides a wonderful 
testament to the quality of education and schooling provided 
by Eagle House School in the Mid-Victorian era. It's nice to 
think that after so many years it has returned home to its 
origins in Tottenham.

KEEPING F.A.I.T.H. - UPDATE                    
Janet Harris - Editor - AUTISMUS.

On 14th July myself and others held our demonstration outside 
the Civic Centre.  Photos of us were taken and we attracted 
considerable interest from passers-by and the councillors going 
in for the full council meeting. There were two deputations: 
ours to save F.A.I.T.H for those with Learning Difficulties, 
while the other comprised those whose jobs were at risk 
should F.A.I.T.H be forced to close by the withdrawal of
Livability on 31st August. The site is owned by Haringey 
Council (it was their old nursery) who gave it rent free to 
Livability.  Haringey pays for the plants it uses in the parks 
and also funds the three staff who run the Green Pepper Cafe. 

After being divested of our banners and placards and searched, 
members of the two deputations went onto the Council 
Chamber floor while the rest of us went up into the public 
gallery.   Eventually the time came for the deputations to 
present their cases.   Sadly, because of non-existent sound 
quality, we couldn’t hear what was being said below.  
However, we heard the huge round of applause for a young 
Tottenham man with learning difficulties, when he overcame 
his nerves to inform the councillors that he had hoped to start 
work at F.A.I..T.H in September, and how much F.A.I.T.H 
meant to him. The deputation called for a steering group to be 
set up to save the centre.
. 
On the Tuesday morning following the Council meeting, the 
other deputation were all handed redundancy notices, 
terminating their employment to coincide with the withdrawal 
of Livability. On Friday, 18th July, the redundancy notices 
were rescinded and those affected will be transferred to 
Council employment until the end of March after Livability 
leaves.  There will be three separate Directorates: Gardening 
staff will come under Parks; Training and Volunteering will 
come under Adult Services; while Schools Liaison will come 
under Education.  

The six-month reprieve announced  by Haringey Council on 
their web site late on Friday afternoon the 4th July was timely 
but the £125,000 offered is only a stopgap measure.  The need 
now is to identify funding streams to take over from April 
2009. Members of Sustainable Haringey (SH) would prefer to
see an independent local trust set up to run F.A.I.T.H and have 
expressed an interest in this.  They refer to the following web 
sites to show what can be done: 
www.growingcommunities.org, in Stoke Newington;
www.organiclea.org.uk for the Lea Valley and
www.growingpower.org in America.  All to the good.  As Sue 
Hessel, vulnerable groups representative for the Haringey 
Federation of Residents’ Association (HFRA) said:  “Let’s all 
see what we can do to keep it and build on its success.  It 
works so well as it is”. That must be the common aim of 
everyone, no matter what their individual agendas.  

Whatever is decided, the welfare of the vulnerable young and 
older people with learning difficulties who work at F.A.I.T.H 
must b the major priority.  Nothing is more important than 
them. September is here.   The clock is ticking.   Time for 
action!  Keep F.A.I.T.H!

The inscription at the foot of the picture reads:

Mr Price’s Eagle House School, Tottenham Green, Middlesex 
Drawing Prize given to Thomas Oxenham                             
December 14th 1850 Architects Department

Lieut A Rypinski , Drawing Master



OPEN UNIVERSITY HERITAGE COURSE

Heritage, whose heritage? is a new fifteen week course offered 
by the Open University which is designed for studying and un-
derstanding heritage issues. It looks at the debate around what 
to do with places, buildings and things and the memories, 
myths and traditions associated with them, and enables you to 
be more effective in pursuing your enthusiasms and meeting 
the objectives of groups committed to changing policy on herit-
age matters. 

The course starts in April and Oct.2009 and costs £215.

For further details phone: 0845 300 6090 Or visit: 
http://www3.open.ac.uk/courses/bin/p12.dll?C01A180

EAST LONDON AND THE LEA VALLEY’S 
FORGOTTEN PAST                                                          
Janet Harris

The Lea Valley Corridor is the birthplace of more industrial 
feats than anywhere else in the world. The 27th and 28th Sep-
tember is a Heritage Weekend to celebrate this history, with 
special events and activities on both days. 

Organised by the Pump House Steam and Transport
Museum, 10 South Access Road, E17
(www.leavalleyexperience.co.uk).                                        
Railway - St James Street.                                                     
From 11am to 4pm. Admission £2, senior citizens FREE.

PS: Shopping in the High Road on Saturday was pleased
to see at Hall's Greengrocers that the round lettuces they were 
selling had emblazoned on the box "Grown in the Lea Valley". 
Pity there isn't more such local produce.

HARINGEY INDEPENDENT CINEMA 

Thursday 11th September 7pm: Uneasy Riders Director Jean-
Pierre Sinapi, France, 2000, 95 minutes

2nd October: At the River I Stand and A Place of Rage - with 
director Pratibha Parmar
30th October: Yaaba (in association with the Pan-African De-
velopment and Education Advocacy Programme - PADEAP)
20th November: Rabbit Proof Fence
11th December: Death of a Bureaucrat - and festive social

www.haringey.org.uk/hic for more information
West Green Learning Centre, West Green Road, N15

SUBSCRIPTION

I/we would like to join the Tottenham Civic Society (TCS).  
Annual membership will provide four quarterly copies of the 
TCS newsletter CIVITAS and the opportunity to participate  
in ventures undertaken by TCS to promote and preserve the 
interests of Tottenham’s history and future.

I/we enclose a cheque for the following amount:

£5 unwaged, students and retired

£10 individuals

£7.50 per person with two or more members in the same 
household

£15 for organisations with under 100 members

£20 for organisation with over 100 members

Name……………………………………………

Organisation (if applicable) …………………………..

Address & postcode …………………………………..

…………...……………………………………

Tel…………………………………………

Email………………………………………………

Do you want to join the TCS email network?

Yes   No 

Please make cheques payable to:

The Tottenham Civic Society

And send them to:

TCS, 61, Durban Road, Tottenham, N17 8ED

Thankyou

Page 8

THANK YOU!

To all who contributed to this edition of Civitas.  We really ap-
preciate having a selection of articles, information and news to 
share with all of our readers.

The next issue will be sent out in December so if you have any-
thing to include in it, please send it by the end of November 
(see contacts below).

CONTACTS 

Joyce Rosser TCS Events Organiser:
Phone: 020 8347 7684 
E-mail: jrosser@lineone.net

Ann Robertson Newsletter Editor & 
Membership Secretary:
Phone: 0208 801 9654
E-mail: Robbotwix@aol.com
Postal address: See subscriptions box on left


